Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


YCL.  7. 


BOSTON.  MASS.,  AUGUST  IB,  1896. 


No.  16. 


I<Mve  ThuiiSitntl  Dolliirs  Ciipital. 

Ilrnr**  a  A'ounj;  Uii».in<>s<i  >lnii  AA'iih  yivv 
ThouMtiul  Itullars  —  WiiiiM  it  l<p  Advi*- 
Mltlr  ftkr  lliiu  tu  <*i%'e  I'p  His  i;u>iuf!«A, 
ttutl  lnv«*M  in  Poulto"^ 

Mk.  Buykk. 

■  iltry  l»tf|iin:;,  ami  tlio 
'h  >t.ii\<l|>i>int  ill  oiit- 
.  }  .^cttiiis;  l>ii>iii<'>s  ami 
to  tliiiikiii;;  anil  li'.'uriiii:. 
••  ■n's  oroflii-o.-i,  iloes  not 
-l«-p,  anil  exervise  of 
rtH|iiirf,«.  ami  tliey 
ml  an-  not  i-ontrnt.  The 
•  r,  ami  many  attnii'tioii.-  of 
the  •'  fevrr  "  that  is^  i:rail- 
■r  life  on  a  poultry  fanii. 
i- :t  .-auii'lt.'  Ii'tter  whii-b  ju^t  reached 
i  lu<1i:iiia: 

••  I  uiii  t«  ■  •  :cr>i  olil.  aii>l  niarrieil; 

III  in  n-Uiil  -  ->  lliat  U)akc»  mealioiit 

r-  .1  >i  ar,  t>iit  vroald  uiuch 
'iil>i<le  work  if  I  can  make  as 
HavelKf  n  a  •  chicken  i-rank  *  in 
for  alMiut  thr»t>  year.«.  kee|iin;r 
!i ma.-,  with  lir>t  i  la.-.- sui'i-ess. 
a.lvii  f  of  KAHM-ri>l  l.TI!Y, 
.     .  -,  where  I  thought  it  prar- 

"  I  have  five  thousand  ilollant  invested  in  the 
-  r  •  '  -  ■  --,  wliii-h  I  can  i;et  out  at  any  time 
I  \'  ii.'i  I  .  <  :in  l.withthataniouut  of  rapital, 
^ooJ  fair  jii'lirnieut,  l>usiness  al>ility.  et«-., 
make  a  lh«>us:uid  ilollars  a  year  or  more?  i  »r, 
\s  until  you  advise  me  to  stay  where  I  aiu?  1 

in  liuy  ten  acre^i  at  the  edge  of  town  for  a 

■:;:irs. 

ha-s  lieea  to  keep  one  thou^and 
-  •  - '  I  a  laying  variety, expecting  thciM 
;  •  m  t  me  ei.-!it  hundred  dollars  a  year.  Also, 

i  '  1  111  im  uliator  rixim  and  brood<T  house, 
-•I  off  from  five  hundred  to  a  thousand 
r-  each  spring.  Also,  same  number  of 
ducks  as  liroilers;  working  mostly  fo  the 
practical  gide.  liut  ealer,  to  an  extent,  to  the 
■ancy,  keeping,  of  course,  thoroughlmd 
-lock,  anil  breeding  carefully  to  the  end 
de.-ireil.  I  think  one  man  and  my.self  can  do 
all  the  work,  and  piit  up  most  of  the  buildings. 

"  Do  you  regard  the  plan  a.s  visionary  or 
j.ractical?  Are  niy  estimates  too  high,  and 
iiave  I  got  mv  idea.'4  too  large?  Can  two  men 
do  all  the  Work, etc.?  Is  five  thousand  dollars 
enough  capital  to  buy  place  and  all?  I  had 
not  thought  of  buying  much  stock,  but  rather 
buying  eggs,  and  running  the  incubators  to  get 
a  start.  I  have  operatetl  a  one  hundred  size 
Prairie  State  succcss-fully.  Are  ten  acres 
enough  for  what  I  want? 

"  I  have  noticed  in  P'.\RM-r<)n.TUY  that  you 
thought  that  Plymouth  Kocks  or  Wyandottes, 
everything  considered,  lietter  than  to  keep  the 
laying  varieties.  Don't  you  think,  for  what  I 
\vaiit,  it  would  be  l)etter  to  keep  one  thousand 
hens  of  a  laying/  variety,  and  then  W'yandottes 
or  Plymouth  lio<-ks  for  broilers?  If  so,  what 
one  of  the  laying  breed  would  you  .select? 

'•  If  you  regard  iny  plan  as  practical,  when 
would  be  the  liest  time  to  buy  the  place?  I 
want  no  lost  time,  for  until  F  begin  to  get 
n  venue  (which  mu<  be  six  months),  I  will, 
■  f  course,  have  to  live  olf  my  capital. 

'•  Would  it  not  l>e  cheaper  for  me  to  bu  v  egg.s 
ill  quantities,  and  u.«e  incubators  to  get  a  start, 
than  to  buy  sUx-k?" 

We  like  the  tone  of  that  letter.  It  is  prac- 
t;i-al:  it  comes  from  a  biisines-s  man.  If  one 
may  judge  the  makc-iip  of  the  man  from  vt. 
we  .should  say,  no  betti-r  chance  could  be  had. 
•      ••■1  -nust  poiots  in  the  letter  that  mav 


need  correction  —  at  least  to  our  view  of  the 
matter  —  yet,  withal,  there  is  nothing  extrav.n- 
gnnt  about  it. 

Our  correspondent  tells  of  a  t<'n  acre  plot 
that  can  lie  Iiought  for  one  thousand  dollars. 
That,  we  pn^sume,  is  without  any  buildings  on 
it.  t)f  course,  a  dwelling  must  be  erected, 
which  would  cost  another  thousand  dollars, 
making  t\vi>  thousand  as  the  cost  of  the  farm. 
If  the  thousand  dollars  for  the  farm  includes 
a  dwelling,  then  there  is  that  much  more  for 
working  capital. 

Now  the  bulk  of  the  remaining  money 
should  be  kept  for  working  capital,  for  to 
properly  eslablisli  a  farm  it  will  be  necessary 
to  make  that  plant  grow  from  a  small  begin- 


income.  One  of  the  secrets  of  success  is  to 
always  have  something  for  sale.  If  each  week 
eggs,  liroilers  or  roasters  can  be  marketed, 
there  will  always  be  money  on  hand. 

Start  with  say  two  pens  of  each  variety,  one 
or  two  incubators,  and  a  few  lirooders.  Get 
up  the  buildings,  and  secure  the  .stock  by  fall. 
During  the  winter  turn  out  all  the  liroilers 
possible,  and  during  the  next  April  and  May, 
get  out  more  breeding  stock,  which  should 
begin  to  lay  in  the  fall,  ami  give  a  grand  scnd- 
otl".  Kach  year  increase  the  breeding  stock 
until  the  ideal  number  are  secured. 

After  a  year's  start,  if  a  careful  study  of  the 
business  has  b^en  made,  and  work  done  with 
a  will,  we  can  safely  guarantee  the  reward 
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niiig.  It  never  pays  to  start  big.  We  should 
suggest  thtit  al)out  five  hundred  dollars  be  put 
into  poultry  buililings,  about  three  hundred 
dollars  in  breeding  stock,  and  about  two  hun- 
dred in  miscellaneous  articles  like  drinking 
fountains,  troughs,  bone  and  clover  cutters, 
etc.  Then  probably  a  few  hundred  dollars  in 
a  few  incubators  and  brooders,  enough  to 
make  a  start.  This  would  leave  over  a  thou- 
sand dollars  for  working  capital. 

For  a  practical  poultry  farm  it  is  belter  to 
have  three  varieties  of  fowls.  For  instance: 
Leghorns  or  Jlinori'as  for  simimcr  eggs,  prin- 
cipally at  the  time  when  American  and 
Asiatic  fowls  would  be  brootly;  Wyandottes 
mainly  for  broilers ;  and  Brahmas  or  Cochins 
for  roasting  fowls.  The  IJrahmas  and  Wyan- 
doltes  would  also  do  good  laying  during  the 
wiijter,  which  woulil  add  considerably  to  the 
revalue.  Taking  lireeds  from  three  distinct 
/eJasi*if',  there  w'ouk!  be  more  of  a  stead  v 


desired  ;  but  it  will  take  a  year  until  one  can 
be  assured  of  a  regular  income,  and  then  only 
if  the  work  has  lieen  properly  done. 

The  plans  our  correspondent  gives  are  prac- 
tical—  they  are  not  visionary;  the  estimates 
are  not  too  high,  neither  are  the  ideas  too 
large.    Two  men  coukl  easily  do  the  work. 

We  do  not  like  the  idea  of  buying  eggs  to 
produce  the  stock.  There  is  too  much  risk. 
It  is  far  better  to  invest  in  a  few  pens  of 
breeding  fowls,  and  thus  be  able  to  know  just 
what  can  be  expected.  It  is  the  way  success- 
ful farms  are  started. 

There  is  one  ijuesfion  in  our  correspondent's 
letter  that  is  hard  to  answer:  "  Would  you 
advise  me  to  stay  where  I  am?"  There  are 
lots  of  people  who  are  not  built  for  poultry 
farining?  There  are  men  who  too  quickly 
become  enthusiastic  —  who  are  red-hot  today 
and  cooled  down  tomorrow.  There  are  men 
who  sre  easily  disppuraged,  and  several  draw- 


backs coming  at  once  would  tumble  them  over. 
Such  men  had  better  stay  where  they  are. 

Some  men  easily  catch  the  "blues;"  they 
go  into  things  pell-mell;  they  do  not  look  at 
the  source  of  results;  they  too  quickly  come 
to  conclusions.  Such  men  are  a))t  to  make  a 
failure,  and  had  better  stay  where  they  are. 

Some  men  are  lazy,  they  are  shiftless-,  they 
are  victims  of  that  "  tired"  feeling;  and  some 
go  into  the  business  because  they  think  it  nice, 
light,  easy  work  with  good  wages,  with  no 
])articular  love  for  fowls  —  and  such  men,  too,  . 
had  better  stay  ri^'ht  where  they  are. 

AVhcn  a  man  leaves  the  city  to  move  into  the 
country,  he  makes  sacrifices.  Before  he  takes 
the  step  he  is  not  apt  to  stop  and  think  that 
his  new  home  will  deprive  him  of  theatres, 
concerts,  excursions,  and  a  host  of  attractions 
peculiar  to  a  city.  He  must  remain  Bt  home. 
His  work  is  apt  to  be  continued  an  hour  or 
two  after  supper,  and  he  may  have  a  little 
chance  to  do  else  than  read  the  ptipers  before 
it  is  time  to  go  to  bed.  Probably  he  will  enjoy 
the  change,  but  it  may  not  be  to  the  liking  of 
the  wife.  She  may  not  be  satisfied  with  her 
new  associates,  and  will  mourn  for  her  old  life 
back  again.  Many  a  man's  i  hances  have  been 
spoiled  by  a  discontented  wife — but  all  wives 
are  not  of  that  nature.  A  good  wife  will  take 
an  interest  in  her  husband's  welfare.  She  w  ill 
help  to  make  his  new  home  attractive  to  him. 
She  will  not  allow  a  cloud  to  centre  on  hira. 
Such  women  indeed  are  angels  to  the  ambitious, 
well-meaning,  hard  working  young  man. 

The  writer  one  day  visited  a  small  but 
profitable  poultry  farm.  As  he  neared  the 
house  hn  heard  a  woman's  voice.  She  was 
singing  sweetly.  We  love  good  vocal  music, 
:iikI  we  could  not  hcl[)  stojiping  and  listeuing 
to  the  beautiful  song.  M'liile  enjoying  the 
rendition  ;i  young  man  came  along,  and  upon 
learning  that  he  was  the  proprietor  we  intro- 
duced ourself,  and  explained  that  the  beauti- 
ful song  had  fairly  captivated  us.  He  laughed 
iis  he  replied : 

"  That  is  my  wife's  way  of  making  her 
work  easy.  She  is  always  in  a  good  mood. 
We  once  were  city  folks,  and  before  we  were 
married  .she  took  lessons  in  vocal  music,  and 
declares  that  our  country  home  shtill  have  the 
full  benefit." 

"  Such  :i  wife  is  indeed  a  blessing,"  we 
ventured. 

"  Yes,  many  a  cloud  is  \>  af ted  away  by  her 
songs." 

We  never  saw  a  h:ippier  home.  The  house 
was  cosily  furnished,  and  the  farm  was  well 
kept.  There  were  but  five  acres  to  it,  but  a 
trip  over  the  premi.ses  showed  that  the  man 
was  a  worker,  and  the  firm  of  husband  and 
wife  was  a  good  tatim. 

"When  we  first  moved  out  here  in  the 
country,'' said  our  hostess,  after  we  had  gone 
to  the  house,  "  I  was  very  much  afraid  that  1 
might  become  lonesome,  but  I  resolved  not 
to  let  Ned,  my  husliaud,  know  of  it.  Of 
course  everything  seemed  strange  at  first,  but 
now,  alter  three  years  expe:  \  nee,  I  believe  I 
would  not  be  content  in  a  city.  There  are  so 
many  attr.actions  on  a  farm.  How  I  enjoy  the 
little  chicks,  and  what  fun  it  is  to  me  to  help 
gather  the  eggs.  And  then  how  I  do  love  the 
fresh  milk  we  get  from  our  only  cow.  And 
our  little  garden  gives  us  such  choice  vegeta- 
bles ill  season.  I  would  certainly  miss  all 
these,  to  say  nothing  about  the  many  attractions 
which  only  a  rural  life  can  adord.  if  we  were 
again  compelled  to  go  back  to  city  life." 

That's  the  kind  of  woman  a  jioultryman 
wants.  And  he  wants  to  be  a  wide-awake, 
pleasant  and  persevering  m;in.  He  wants  to 
treat  that  wife  as  she  deserves,  and  she  will 
ill  return  reward  him  in  many  ways. 

Tlni>  w  e  have  .shown  w  hat  can  be  done  if 
the  qualitications  are  all  rieht,  If  not,  stay 
where  vou  are! 
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The  "Nature"  FaUacy. 

Are  Free  Kange  Fowls  Superior  to  Well- 
Kept  Yarded  Stock?  — Mr.  Stoddard's  and 
Mr.  Kudd's  Theories  Scored. 

Written  lor  Fakm-I'oultry. 

In  II  recent  issue  of  the  I'oultr;/  W'tnid,  Mr. 
Stoildard  luys  down  as  the  iir^t  of  "Two 
prime  prineii^les  —  n:itiu:il  conditions  artili- 
cially  suijplied,  includiut;  cspet'iully  exercise 
and  a  natural  method  of  feeding." 

In  commenting  ou  this  so-called  principle, 
he  makes  such  stiitements  as  these : 

You  cannot  fight  nature  without  being 
whipped  every  time." 

"  We  know  what  we  are  talking  about;  but 
our  faith  is  not  pinned  to  our  personal  expe- 
rience only.  Observation  of  hundreds  of  other 
persons  for  more  thau  thirty  years  leads  us  to 
lay  down  the  assertion,  with  no  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  yarded  fowls  us  they  actually 
exist  today  (not  as  they  might  be)  are  fail- 
ures as  regards  hatching  and  rearing  pur- 
poses. A  yard  is  a  delusion  and  a  snare,  and 
so  is  a  feed  trough,  ^except  for  fattening 
fowls." 

He  speaks  of  "  an  amount  of  exercise  sutli- 
cient  to  restore,  by  arlilicini  means,  the  con- 
ditions imijoscd  ii|i<in  hinls  uun'lriing  in  full 
freedom  in  a  state  of  nature."  Ik-  ((notes  Mr. 
Rudd  as  saying:  A  chicUen  is  naturally  a 
constant  feeder.  .  .  At  this  late  day  the 
idea  of  two,  three,  or  four  i-egular  meals  for 
poultry  ought  to  bo  more  thoroughly  exploded. 
Open  the  book  of  nature,  tlie  great  teacher, 
and  what  do  you  find?  How  many  times 
does  the  robin  feed  during  a  day  in  June? 
Just  as  many  times  as  he  can  liud  anything  to 
pick  up.  How  often  does  a  roving  hen  feed 
herself  or  her  brood?  Same  rejjly."  And 
then  he  gives,  (still  quoting  Mr.  Kudd),  this 
remarkable  statement :  "A  laying  pullet  that 
yields  nine  or  ten  dozen  eggs  from  Nov.  1st  to 
April  loth  .  .  .  should  feed,  and  if  given 
the  opportunity  to feed,  twice  a  minute  all 
day  when  not  on  the  nest,  say  three  hundred 
times." 

Many  more  such  statements  might  be  taken 
from  the  writings  of  these  gentlemen  and 
from  others.  These  are  enough.  They  give 
samples  from  two  well  knov^'n  writers  of  the 
loose  ideas  and  loose  statements  that  we  con- 
tinually read  and  hear  about  natural  condi- 
tions and  natural  methods. 

The  advocate  of  the  return  to  nature's 
methods  is  the  anarchist  of  poultrydom.  All 
this  rant  about  nature  has  its  jsarallel  in  the 
anarchist's  ravings  of  liberty.  It  is  a  curious 
fact  that  the  ideas  of  the  perfection  of  nature's 
methods  and  the  excellence  of  natural  condi- 
tions have  their  origin  outside  of  practical 
experience.  Left  to  himself,  the  poultrymau 
never  could  have  evolved  them.  In  his  every- 
day experience  there  would  be  nothing  to 
suggest  them.  The  ideas  of  the  universal 
beneficence  of  what  men  call  "  nature,"  and 
of  the  exact  adaptation  of  every  created  thing 
to  its  environment  and  its  needs,  have  been 
forced  upon  us  by  the  current  system  of  moral 
philosophy.  From  the  time  when  we  began 
to  understand,  they  have,  in  one  form  or 
another,  been  daily  presented  to  our  minds. 
In  actual  practice  poultrymeu  ignore  them, 
though  there  are  few  who  do  not  still  profess 
to  believe  that  nature's  way  is  the  best,  and 
that  the  nearer  we  approach  it  in  handling 
fowls  the  more  successful  will  we  be. 

Our  domestic  fowls  are  artificial  products, 
the  results  of  artificial  methods  continued 
through  many  generations.  Like  all  our 
domestic  animals  and  plants,  they  have  been 
brought  to  their  present  excellence  under 
unnatural  conditions,  by  artificial  selection, 
artificial  methods,  and  artificial  care.  Uestore 
them  to  the  conditions  from  which  their  wild 
progenitors  were  taken,  and  you  have  at  once 
retrogression  and  rapid  deterioration. 

If  it  is  true  that  our  improved  methods  are 
faulty,  and  nature's  way  is  better,  then  the 
nearer  you  get  to  nature  the  better  should  be 
the  results.  Is  this  the  case?  Perhaps  the 
nearest  we  can  get  to  natural  conditions  and 
natural  methods,  is  ou  the  farms  where  poul- 
try are  left  to  take  care  of  themselves.  Here, 
if  anywhere,  are  realized  Mr.  Stoddard's  ideas 
of  "  an  unlimited  range,"  "  a  range  that  oflfers 
the  birds  something  good  to  eat."  There  is 
foi.  ^  in  abundance.  All  they  have  to  do  is 
hunt  .  up  and  eat  it.  They  feed  "  little  and 
often,"  aj  a  rule.  As  for  exercise,  it  would 
hardly  be  possible  for  them   to  take  more. 


And  the  results:  small,  tough  fowls,  and  eggs 
only  for  a  few  months  in  the  year  when  eggs 
are  everywhere  plentiful  and  cheap.  The 
natural  method,  the  unlimited  range,  the  con- 
stant feeding  and  constant  exercis-e,  are  all 
fallacies. 

When  Mr.  Uudd  compares  the  hen  and  the 
rol)in,  he  forgets  that  the  robin  has  a  much 
less  limited  range  than  the  hen.  His  power  of 
fiight  gives  him  a  very  great  advantage  over 
her.  His  sight  is  much  better.  He  is  thus  at 
an  advantage  in  securing  food.  Add  to  this 
that  a  large  robin  weighs  less  in  ounces  than 
a  medium  sized  hen  does  in  pounds,  and  that 
a  morsel  which  would  make  a  substantial 
meal  for  the  little  bird  is  only  a  taste  for  the 
large  one ;  that  there  are  two  robins  providing 
for  themselves  and  four  or  five  young,  while 
the  one  old  hen  has  to  scratch  for  herself  and 
from  ten  to  fifteen  chicks,  and  we  see  at  once 
that  the  diftereuce  between  the  two  cases  is  so 
great  that  the  robin  is  useless  for  purposes  of 
comparison. 

Mr.  Rudd  states  precisely  that  a  pullet  such 
as  he  describes  will  feed  "  twice  a  minute  all 
day,  when  not  on  the  nest,  say  three  hundred 
times."  Let  us  see  how  this  is :  The  average 
length  of  the  hen's  day  from  Nov.  1st  to  April 
15tli,  would  be  about  ten  hours.  Suppose  the 
pullet  is  on  the  nest  two  hours  every  day. 
That  leaves  eight  hours  for  work.  In  eight 
hours  there  are  four  hundred  and  eighty  min- 
utes. Twice  a  minute  for  four  hundred  and 
eighty  minutes,  gives  us  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  instead  of  three  hundred.  Mr.  Rudd  is 
precise  iu  stating  the  number  of  times  the  hen 
feeds  per  minute,  but  leaves  us  in  the  dark  as 
to  the  amount  of  the  feed.  Perhaps  you  think 
that  if  a  hen  will  pick-up  two  grains  of  wheat 
per  minute  for  eight  hours  she  will  have 
abundance  of  food  for  that  day.  I  thought  so 
until  I  went  out  and  counted  the  number  of 
grains  in  a  handful  of  corn,  in  a  handful  of 
wheat,  and  made  a  careful  and  I  think  con- 
servative estimate  of  the  number  of  grains  in 
a  handful  of  millet.  Nine  of  my  handfuls 
make  a  heaped  up  pint.  In  feeding  wheat  I 
allow  a  little  less  than  a  handful  to  a  fowl. 
Of  corn  and  millet  I  never  give  a  full  feed, 
i.e.,  all  a  hen  would  eat.  The  corn  would  be 
eaten  too  quickly,  and  the  millet  could  not  be 
eaten  rapidly  enough.  I  use  it  in  litter  to 
induce  exercise.  The  wheat  and  corn  counted 
were  medium  sized  grains.  The  millet  was 
the  common  variety,  the  grains  of  which  are 
very  small.  In  the  handful  of  corn  were  one 
hundred  and  eighty-three  grains;  of  wheat 
ten  hundred  and  eighty-five  grains,  and  of 
millet — estimating  fifteen  grains  of  millet  equal 
to  one  of  wheat— sixteen  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  grains. 

So  if  the  hen  took  two  grains  of  wheat  a 
minute  for  eight  hours,  she  would  have  taken 
just  about  one-third  of  the  amount  of  food  she 
required  for  the  day.  If  we  agree  with  Mr. 
Rudd  that  she  feeds  three  hundred  times  a 
day,  and  suppose  that  each  feed  is  a  grain  of 
corn,  three  hundred  grains  of  corn  gives  us 
still  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  quantity  of 
food  required  to  keep  the  fowl  in  laying  con- 
dition— (and  she  would  not  lay  on  an  exclusive 
corn  diet) . 

Just  outside  of  the  window  by  which  I  am 
writing,  is  a  pen  of  Light  Brahma  fowls.  At 
noon  they  were  fed  all  the  mash  they  would 
eat  up  clean.  In  extremely  hot  weather  I 
feed  wheat  in  the  morning,  and  tr  sii  inside 
the  houses  at  noon.  It  is  now  nearly  four 
P.  M.,  and  they  are  scratching  for  millet  iu 
litter  about  eight  inches  deep.  Selecting  a  hen 
that  is  hard  at  W'ork,  I  time  her.  In  three 
minutes  she  takes  up  seventy  grains  of  millet. 
For  convenience,  we  will  call  it  seventy-five, 
which  gives  us  twenty-five  per  minute.  Now 
we  will  say  that  fifteen  thousand  grains  of 
millet  represent  one-third  of  the  quantity  of 
food  the  hen  requires  for  the  day.  At  the  rate 
of  twenty-five  grains  per  minute  it  will  take 
her  exactly  ten  hours  to  pick  up  this  quantity 
of  millet.  Suci;i  calculations  as  these  are  not 
only  curious  and  interesting,  but  in  consider- 
ing our  question  they  are  valuable.  Many  of 
the  seeds  fowls  pick  up  about  the  farm  and 
on  the  range  are  grass  seeds,  and  the  seeds  of 
weeds — all  small,  and  some  still  smaller  than 
millet.  We  can  see  clearly  now  how  it  is  that 
hens  on  unfimited  range  are  busy  all  day  long, 
and  still  hungry ;  and  why  it  is  that  chicks  on 
a  large  range  rarely  attain  the  size  of  chicks 
well  cared  for  in  closer  quarters,  unless  they 
are  fed  liberally.   To  pick  up  what  wheat  she 


needs  for  the  day,  a  hen  would  have  to  take, 
approximately,  six  grains  a  minute  for  eight 
hours.  No  wonder  hens  that  are  kept  iu  the 
"  natural"  way  are  inferior  layers,  small,  and 
tough  as  whit  leather.  Of  course  fowls  so 
kept  keep  going  all  day,  and  eat  every  time 
they  can  fiud  anything  to  pick  up.  Poor 
things!  they  are  always  hungry.  They  never 
know  how  comfortable  it  is  to  repose  on  the 
outside  of  a  good  square  meal. 

If  my  memory  is  not  at  fault  Mr.  Itudd  has 
elsewhere  admitted  that  yarded  fowls  lay 
better  than  fowls  at  liljerty.  The  reason  is 
not  hard  to  find.  Fowls  confined  in  yards  and 
properly  cared  for,  get  their  meals  regularly. 
They  get  a  better  balanced  ration — (the  ration 
for  fowls  at  liberty  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  well 
balanced).  Their  attendant  knows  ju»t  what 
they  get,  and  that  they  get  nothing  injurious, 
either  in  kind  or  quantity.  If  furuishcd  with 
litter  they  take  a  sutHcient  amount  of  exercise 
by  scratching— just  as  a  well  fed,  well  groomed 
horse  takes  a  run  whenever  he  has  the  oppor- 
tunity, though  there  is  no  bit  in  his  mouth, 
and  no  whip  behind  him. 

"■A  hen  must  keep  busy  to  keep  out  o?f  mis- 
chief." She  is  not  busy  wheu  she  is  not 
hunting  something  to  eat.  When  she  lakes  a 
half  hour  for  a  dust  bath  she  is  idle.  She  is 
idle  and  iu  mischief  when  she  selects  a  pleas- 
ant spot  and  sits  down  to  preen  her  feathers, 
or  when  after  several  hours  of  vigorous 
scratching  she  foregathers  with  a  few 
acquaintances  or  takes  a  nap. 

Mr.  Stoddard's  statement  that  yarded  fowls 
as  they  exist  today  are  failures  as  regards 
hatching  and  rearing  purposes,  is  not  in 
accordance  with  facts  which  ought  to  be  well 
known  to  him.  Says  he:  "Their  eggs  are 
shipped  far  and  wide,  and  the  result  is  disap- 
pointment, chagrin  and  loss  immeasurable." 

For  all  this  disappointment  and  loss — not 
all  shipments  of  eggs  from  yarded  fowls  bring 
loss  and  disappointment — he  can  find  no  other 
cause  than  the  yarding  of  the  parent  birds. 
The  eggs  may  have  been  shipped  a  thousand 
miles,  one  or  two  broken  in  transit,  and  one 
or  two  more  during  the  period  of  incubation. 
Little  things  like  these  do  not  spoil  a  hatch 
unless  the  eggs  were  from  yarded  fowls. 
When  the  chicks  are  hatched  and  begin  the 
business  of  life  amid  surroundings  altogether 
diflerent  from  those  to  which  they  were  hered- 
itarily acclimated,  if  they  do  not  thrive  the 
cause  can  be  traced  to  nothing  but  those  yards. 

Candor  compels  me  to  state  that  Mr.  S.  has 
an  axe  to  grind.  lie  is  advertising  a  new 
method  of  keeping  fowls  by  machinery  which 
is  to  revolutionize  the  business.  Not  content 
with  the  wholesale  condemnation  of  yards 
and  feed  troughs,  he  insists  that  all  the 
scratching  sheds  and  similar  contrivances  to 
promote  exercise  have  proved  inadequate.  He 
goes  even  further,  and  lays  it  down  as  a  rule 
without  exceptions  that  growing  chicks  con- 
fined in  yards  become  stunted  in  size,  and 
"  have  a  peculiar  peaked  look  about  the  head 
.  .  .  even  when  supplied  with  meat,  grain, 
and  fresh  vegetables  in  abundance."  Of 
which  statements,  the  least  that  can  be  said  is 
that  they  are  not  true.  He  is  willing  to  admit 
that  fowls  might  be  kept  properly  in  yards, — 
with  the  aid  of  the  new  machinery — but 
entirely  Ignores  the  fact,  which  can  hardly  be 
a  mere  coincidence,  that  the  notable  improve- 
ments in  poultry  date  from  about  the  time 
when  fowls  began  to  be  confined  iu  yards, 
and  fed  occasionally  from  feed  troughs  —  in 
other  words,  wheu  people  began  to  be  suUi- 
ciently  interested  in  fowls  to  make  suitable 
provision  for  their  improvement  and  develui  - 
ment  along  both  practical  and  fancy  lines. 

Fowls  confined  in  yards  and  over- fed,  or 
ill-fed,  will  not  thrive.  Is  this  the  fault  of  the 
yard,  or  of  the  keeper?  The  fact  remains  that 
large  numbers  of  the  best  fowls  iii  the  coun- 
try are  bred  and  reared  in  yards.  And  this 
fact,  too,  must  not  be  overlooked  :  the  larger 
breeds  rarely  attain  their  maximum  size  and 
beauty  under  the  conditions  advocated  by  Mr. 
Stoddard.  It  is  wel!  known  that  as  a  rule 
Brahmas  and  Cochins  rapidly  deteriorate  in 
the  hands  of  farmers.  This,  no  doubt,  is 
partly  due  to  carelessness  or  ignorance  in 
selecting  breeding  stock,  but  more  to  the 
insufiicient  rations  supplied  to  the  growing 
chickens. 

Some  one  may  say  that  if  the  farm-raised 
fowls  are  smaller,  they  are  more  vigorous, 
hardier,  and  better  layers.  I  could  quote 
many  cases  as  evidence  that  such  a  proposi- 


tion is  as  yet  not  proved.  I  give  only  a  few, 
selecting  them  from  my  own  experience,  not 
because  it  is  exceptional,  (for  it  is  not),  but 
because  I  can  thus  state  facts  at  firsthand  and 
from  my  own  persomil  knowledge. 

As  layers  I  have  found  Lt.  J?rahma,  liutX 
Cochin,  aud  Barred  P.  Rock  hens  that  were 
of  standard  weight,  or  heavier,  better  layers 
and  better  brecilers  than  the  smaller  hens.  In 
breeding  Kuft"  and  \\  bite  Leghorns,  which 
have  no  standard  weight,  and  in  comparing 
laying  pens  of  these  varieties,  I  find  the 
largest  hens,  with  scarcely  a  single  exception, 
give  uie  the  best  results. 

Nearly  two  years  ago  a  friend  of  mine  took 
some  Lt.  Brahmas  on  a  debt.  He  wished  me 
to  sell  them  for  him.  They  were  brought  to 
our  yards,  and  remained  there  for  some 
months.  I  found  it  impossible  to  sell  them, 
because,  although  of  good  stock,  well  marked 
aud  farm  raised,  they  were  so  inferior  iu  size 
aud  vigor  to  our  own  yard  raised  birds,  that 
no  one  would  look  at  them  a  second  time.  As 
layers  they  were  practicidly  worthless. 

Wheu  I  am  selling  poultry, and  run  short  ou 
"  frys,"'  I  buy  from  the  farmers.  I  have  never 
been  able  to  get  from  them,  even  when  buying 
chicks  from  stock  of  my  own  breeding,  chicks 
too  that  had  been  shut  up  and  fattened,  that 
would  weigh  as  heavy  as  younger  chieUs  of 
the  same  size  taken  from  our  yanls.  Tlie 
ditlereuce  in  favor  of  the  yarded  chicks, 
should,  I  think,  be  attributed  to  liberal,  reg- 
ular and  judicious  feeding. 

I  have  bred  this  season  from  Barred  P. 
Rocks,  that  are  now  (July)  thirteen  mouths 
old.  They  were  hatched  from  eggs  purchased 
of  E.  B.  Thompson.  Though  late  hatched,  I 
had  both  cockerels  and  pullets  over  standard 
weight  before  they  were  six  months  old. 
They  have  been  confined  in  small  yards  since 
they  were  five  or  six  weeks  old ;  with  the 
exception  of  one  hen,  have  laid  well;  the  eggs 
have  hatched  better  than  ninety  per  cent,  and 
the  chicks  are  as  lively  as  can  be. 

In  Far.m-Poultky  for  June  15th,  I.  K. 
Felch  &  Son  state  that  they  had,  on  June  1, 
several  three  pound  Lt.  Brahma  cockej-els, 
hatched,  as  I  infer,  in  January.  When  I  read 
that  on  June  20th,  I  went  out  and  weighed  a 
brood  of  Lt.  Brahmas  hatched  Fel).  lOlh. 
Four  cockerels  weighed  4  lbs.  1  oz. ;  3  lbs.  12 
oz.;  3  lbs.  9  oz. ;  3  lbs.  8  oz.  Two  pullets 
weighed  respectively,  2  lbs.  12  oz.,  and  2  lbs. 
8  oz.  From  the  time  they  were  weaned  these 
chicks,  with  about  twenty  others,  have  been 
confined  the  most  of  the  time  in  a  yard  less 
than  thirty  feet  square.  [I  hope  Uncle  Isaac 
won't  feel  badly  about  it,  for  the  chicks  are 
made  principally  of  Felch  blood,  aud  inbred 
at  that].  Hundreds  of  breeders  all  over  the 
country  are  hatching  from  yarded  stock,  with 
good  results,  and  raising  good  young  stock  in 
close  quarters. 

It  is  less  'woi-k  to  care  for  fowls  that  Juive 
free  range,  or  a  large  yard,  than  for  fov\'ls 
more  closely  confined  ;  but  it  is  possible  to 
keep  stock  in  close  confinement  in  as  good 
condition  as  when  on  a  large  range — just  as 
it  is  possililc  for  a  man  to  take  as  much  exer- 
cise in  a  gynmasium  as  on  a  OlO-acre  farm. 

We  need  not  concern  ourselves  about  nat- 
ural conditions.  Remembering  that  we  are 
dealing  with  fowls  very  far  removed  from 
nature,  we  need  inquire  only  how  far  natural 
methods  are  essential,  in  what  respects  they 
are  deficient,  and  how  they  can  be  improved 
on  or  advantageously  replaced  by  artificial 
mel,:iods.  This  is  in  reality  what  most  of  us 
are  doiug  every  day,  and  it  is  high  time  to 
stop  this  empty  cackle  about  nature. 

Says  Tolstoi :  "  The  aim  of  evei  y  man 
should  be  to  satisfy  all  his  wants  himself." 
Some  writers  would  paraphrase  this  saying, 
making  it  read:  "The  aim  of  every  poultry- 
man  should  be  to  have  his  fowls  satisfy  all 
their  wants  themselves." 

To  all  such,  and  to  those  who  admire  their 
doctrine,  let  me  recommend  Max  Nordean's 
criticism  of  this  statement  of  Tolstoi : 

"Return  to  nature!  It  is  not  possible  to 
compress  more  absurdity  into  fewer  words. 
On  our  earth  nature  is  our  enemy,  whom  we 
must  fight,  before  whom  we  dare  not  lay  down 
our  arms.  In  order  to  maintain  our  span  of 
life,  we  must  create  endlessly  complicated 
artificial  conditions;  we  must  clothe  our 
bodies,  build  a  roof  over  our  heads,  and  store 
up  provisions  for  many  months  during  which 
nature  denies  us  every  nourishment.  There 
is  only  one  very  narrow  strip  of  our  planet 
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wlwrv  niaiikiaJ  can  live  wilhiuit  exertion, 
without  iuv<-uliv>a>  ami  !irt$,  like  the  L>ea>t  in 
tbo  for\>l  ami  the  ti>U  in  the  water— and-  that 
i>  i>u  !x.>(ue  of  th«-  S.HHh  St-a  islands.  .  .  . 
Kut  hon'  many  uu-u  can  liii:>  earthly  panuiiM' 
lu^iiotaiu?  IVrhaps  a  bmulrvxlth  part  of 
presvut  humanity.  The  remaining  ninely- 
uiue  huD<lr\xiths  have  only  the  alternati\e 
either  of  j>erishiu,s;.  or  of  settlins;  in  reirious  of 
our  planet  where  the  tal'le  is  not  spread .  and 
tlie  pillow  of  tleli^ht  is  not  preparvtl.  but  in 
whkh  every  thins:  which  life  demiuids  for  ils 
Mislenaut-e  must  I*  prvvureil  artiticially  and 
lal<oriously.  The  '  rx'tum  to  nature  *  means  in 
iHir  dt^ree  of  latitude,  the  return  to  hunger, 
to  fn-ezin;;,  to  lieituc  devoured  by  wol\  es  and 
ln-ars.  Not  in  the  imiK»sil>le  •  return  to 
natun-'  lie>  healing  for  human  mi.-ery,  l>ut  in 
the  reastuiable  organization  of  our  struggle 
w  ith  nature."  ("  l>egeneration  "  p.  1631. 
I'ueblo.  l  olo.  J.  K.  Ki>l«XM)N. 

Urus6tnes«  lu  >Vhitv  Wyandotte. 

By  Mr.  Himek. 

.V  i  om>(H>ndent  in  C  leveland,  <,>hio,  writing 
al>out  While  Wyaudotlcs,  says:  — "l  meet 
w  ith  but  one  serious  dilKeulty  in  breeding 
towanis  the  standard  of  this  v.iriety,  and  that 
is  in  obtaining  pure  white  plum:u;e,  free  from 
brxssiuess.  Therv  is  no  trouble  with  the  pul- 
lets—they are  ue.irly  all  of  a  beautiful  snow 
white  eulor;  but  the  largest  and  be^t  formed 
of  the  ewkereb  almost  invariably  show  upon 
the  outside  iieek,  saddle  and  hackle  feathers, 
more  or  less  yellowish  color,  rauginf;  from  a 
light  straw  to  a  very  pronounced  brassy  hue. 

••  The  whitest  co<  ks  do  not  seem  to  have  the 
vigor  and  strung  build  of  their  yellow  tinted 
relatives;  anvl  iu  striving  for  snowy  whiteness 
I  fear  that  we  may  lower  the  stimilard  of 
constitution  and  vigor  in  this  breed." 

That  e.xcellently  expresses  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  breedini^  standarxl "  White 
Wyandottes,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  we  believe  the  Standard  anil  the  Standard 
makers  are  in  the  wrong.  The  Wyandottes 
have  a  clear  yellow  skin,  and  a  bright  bay 
eye.  We  believe  it  impossible  to  keep  those 
two  most  important  characteristii-s,  and  have 
snow  white  plumage.  M'ith  a  white  skin  and 
jx-arl  eye,  it  would  l<e  possible;  but  with  the 
ydlow  skin  and  bay  eye,  the  snow  white  pdu- 
mage  is  abnormal. 

.■should  we  sacrifice  the  yellow  skin  to  the 
fad  of  snow  while  plumage?  Would  the 
breed,  as  a  breed,  be  the  gainer  by  it?  We 
say  no.  The  White  Wyamlottes  are  rapidly 
passing  every  other  breed  in  popular  favor, 
Ijecause  they  are  the  best  all-around  breed  we 
have  today.  Ought  we  to  sacrifice  the  hardi- 
ness and  vigor,  the  proliticness  and  all  the 
other  good  points  they  now  possess  in  order 
to  blea<-h  out  the  pUim:tg<  ?  Our  correspond- 
ent notes  that  the  whitest  cocks  do  not  seem 
to  have  the  vigor  and  strong  build  of  their 
bra-ssy  relatives.  Would  he  be  wise  to  eat  the 
bra.ssy  birds  that  have  the  vigor  ami  strong 
build,  and  breed  from  the  paler  (but  less 
hardy  and  vigorous)  brothers?  Here  is  where 
the  "fancy  "  and  the  "practical  "  clash;  and 
we,  for  one,  say,  let  the  "fancy'"  go ;  preserve 
the  i>ractical.  Xiue-tenths  (and  more)  of  the 
jKJultry  raisers  of  totlay  care  not  one  cent  for 
the  "fancy  "  part  of  the  business.  They  want 
"practical"  fowls,  fowls  that  are  strong  and 
harily,  that  lay  "  early  and  often,"  and  when 
ilrcssed  for  market  i)resent  an  ajjpearance 
lhat  attracts  the  buyer. 

The  White  Wyamlotte  is  that  fowl  if  we 
preserve  and  develoii  its  already  good  slock  of 
hardiness  and  vigor.  liow  extremely  foolish, 
then,  to  sacrifice  it  on  the  altar  of  "standard,"' 
ami  birai'h  their  plumage  at  the  expense  of 
their  health. 

In  the  language  of  Patrick  Henry  :  "  II  that 
be  treason,  make  the  most  of  it." 

If  tho.~e  who  are  troubled  with  broody 
liens,  not  wanted  as  sitters,  will  make  it  the 
rule  to  go  through  the  pens  at  night  and 
remove  every  hen  not  on  the  roosts,  placing 
them  in  a  dark  pen  without  straw  or  litter,  for 
t'.vf  nty-four  hours,  the  great  majority  will 
yii  ld  at  once.  If  left  on  the  nest  for  a  day  or 
two  they  should  be  placed  in  coops  having  slat 
bottoms,  kept  away  from  others,  be  fed  spar- 
\ua\y  on  cool  mashes  and  oats,  and  given 
plenty  of  fresh  water.  In  this  way  they  soon 
lo~e  the  fever  which  is  at  the  bottom  of  the 
trouble,  and  can  be  set  free  with  safety.— 
Jlaine  Farmer. 


Start  Witii  TlioroushbriHls. 

OiKX-  UiiiiKliills,  -Vlwajs  nuucliills-  H.-ttcr 
Buy  Only  a  Kew  I'ure  llrtxls,  »iul  Kaisi< 
Yutir  i>wii  Stock. 

liV  Mlt.  liOVKU. 

There  is  but  one  way  to  make  a  success  of 
any  business,  aud  that  is  to  start  right. 
Starting  right  means  quality  of  goods  more 
than  (juautity.  It  means,  .hIso,  practical 
common  sense  methods.  Xo  start  can  be 
made,  with  an  assurance  of  success,  without 
the  use  of  Jtrictly  pure  blood. 

Here  is  !>  letter  of  imiuiry  which  will  make 
a  gootl  text : 

"  1  would  like  to  ask  your  advice  about  the 
way  1  propose  to  st^rt  in  the  poultry  business. 
1  was  thinking  that  in  about  two  or  three 
monlhs  1  would  get  a  half  do/en  hens  and  a 
r\H>stcr  (.common  barnyard  fowls),  and  juit  up 
a  small  house  iu  my  y:ird  to  keep  them.  1 
would  also  jiartition  oil"  a  place  for  the  yard 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  an  idea  how  to  keep 
poultry.  Next  spring  it  is  my  intention  to 
move  into  the  country  and  start  the  business, 
and  I  thought,  by  getting  common  stock  1 
could  learu  <iuitc  a  little  from  tlicin.  Then 
when  one  of  the  hens  wants  to  sit  buy  a  sitting 
of  eggs— I  projHise  to  keep  nothing  but  I'ly- 
mouth  Uocks— and  put  them  umlcr  her.  In 
that  way  I  tan  have  some  purebreds  for 
almost  nothing  except  my  labor.  What  do 
you  thiuk  of  this  way  for  a  beginner?"" 

We  ilo  not  like  it.  It  is  risky,  ami  it  is  the 
longest  way  that  can  be  tiikcu  to  establish  a 
thoroughbreil  or  practical  poultry  farm.  AVe 
can  best  explain  by  giving  two  illustrations 
that  came  under  the  writer"s  observation  while 
living  in  Hammouton,  X.  J. 

About  a  half-mile  from  the  home  of  the 
writer  was  a  poultry  plant  for  rent.  It  was 
complete  in  every  particular,  and  had  been 
erected  by  a  man  who  had  considerable  capi- 
tal, but  very  little  poultry  knowledge.  It  was 
a  poultry  ranch  of  thirty  acres,  and  there  were 
accommodations  on  it  for  one  thousanil  hens. 
The  experiment,  we  believe,  had  been  tried 
for  .several  years,  when  the  owner  gave  up  in 
disgust,  sold  oll'the  stock  on  hand, and  put  ui) 
the  sign,  "  For  Kent.'" 

That  all  happi  ned  the  year  before  the  writer 
moved  into  the  town,  but  the  sign,  "  For 
Kent,"  was  there  for  some  time  afterwards. 
One  day  a  druggist  from  Delaware,  who  had 
a  bad  attack  of  hen  fever,  and  who  had  heard 
so  much  of  IIammontou"s  fame  as  a  poultry 
town,  paid  the  place  a  visit.  The  more  he 
saw  the  more  enthused  he  became,  and  when 
he  came  across  this  model  plant  which  could 
be  rented,  his  enthusiasm  knew  no  bounds. 
The  contract  was  at  once  drawn  up,  and  he 
hurried  home  to  sell  out  his  business  and  move 
to  Ilammonton  at  once.  lie  found  a  customer 
for  his  store,  and  in  a  few  weeks  was  settled 
on  the  farm.  Then  the  question  of  stock  was 
in  order,  and  he  scoured  the  country  for  miles 
around,  buying  up  every  hen  that  suited  his 
fancy.  In  all,  six  hundred  were  purchased. 
Uy  this  time  fall  had  ajipeared,  and  nearly 
every  one  of  those  si.x  hundred  hens  went  into 
moult.  It  was  nothing  but  buying  feed  week 
after  week,  and  doctoring  sickness  of  all  kinds. 

But  the  doctor  had  one  good  poultry  quali- 
fication :  he  had  pluck.  Notwithstanding  that 
his  hospital  contained  from  fifty  to  one  hun- 
dreil  i)atients  all  the  time,  he  never  llinchcd, 
but  kept  on  doctoring,  but  it  was  not  until 
February  before  he  was  rewarded  with  any 
eggs,  and  then  they  came  "  few  and  far 
between."'  The  "experience"  continued 
until  the  following  spring,  when  the  funds 
ran  out,  and  the  lice  waged  war.  It  brought 
the  crisis.  _  No  money  for  feed,  and  no  pros- 
pects for  eggs,  he  gave  up  in  disgust. 

It  was,  indeed,  a  pity.  We  never  met  a 
harder  worker  or  more  plucky  pi-rson,  but  he 
made  a  bad  beginning.  Buying  up  dunghills 
— and  all  ages  at  that — gave  the  enterprise  a 
stunning  blow.  He  was  a  fair  sani|)ie  of  that 
class  of  men  who  become  tooeiithusiastic,  and 
who  do  not  stop  long  enough  to  reason.  He 
had  been  told  that  the  best  way  to  fill  up  those 
pens  with  profitable  stock  was  to  start  with  a 
few  pens  of  thoroughbreds,  and  gradually  raise 
his  own  hens,  but  he  looked  upon  it  as  too 
slow  work.  He  paid  the  price  of  his  experi- 
ence. 

Again,  up  went  the  sign,  "  For  Kent." 

A  year  or  so  after  that  a  young  man  came 
to  the  town  in  .search  of  a  farm,  aud  he 
selected  this  same  place.   Before  he  secured 


any  stock  ho  thoroughly  cleaned  out  the 
houses,  gave  them  a  good  fumigation, and  then 
liberally  applied  whitewash.  In  a  short  time 
there  w.hs  a  wonderful  change.  Then  he 
invested  in  several  pens  of  thoroughbred 
lirown  Leghorns,  and  carefully  followed  the 
best  advice  he  could  get  for  lhei)roper  feeding 
and  caring  of  them  to  produce  eggs.  It  was 
not  long  before  he  was  fully  rewarded.  It 
seemed  every  hen  on  the  place  made  up  ils 
mind  to  show  what  a  record  it  could  give. 
This  start,  like  lhat  of  the  doctor,  was  made 
in  spring,  aud  he  began  scouring  the  town  lor 
sitting  hens.  Brood  after  brood  appeared, 
untH  the  place  was  a  mass  of  chicks.  l!y 
moulting  time  there  were  fully  two  thousand 
pullets  ou  hand,  with  two  hundred  dunghill 
hens  that  he  had  jiurchased  to  do  the  incu- 
bating. The  latter  were  then  placed  in  fatlcn- 
iug  pens,  and  killed  and  dressed  for  market. 
Toultry  was  selling  at  a  good  price  just  at  that 
time,  and  he  realized  almost  as  much  for  them 
as  they  cost  him. 

During  October  and  November  those  pullets 
began  laying,  and  by  January  he  had  a  won- 
derful yield.  He  had  the  houses  warm,  he 
made  the  stock  exercise,  he  fed  for  eggs,  and 
he  kept  the  place  clean  aud  attractive.  It  was 
really  a  wonderful  success,  and  it  nmsl  also  be 
mentioned  that  this  gentleman  was  fully  as 
green  as  the  doctor  when  he  started.  But 
there  was  more  in  the  make-up  of  this  man. 
The  doctor  wanted  to  begin  ou  the  top  of  the 
heap,  and  he  knew  that  poidtry  pa|)ers  were 
only  made  to  sell,  and  poultry  writers  were 
first  class  theorists.  Ou  the  other  hand,  the 
second  party  weighed  well  all  that  he  read, 
and  never  hesitated  to  ask  for  advice  from  his 
neighbors  who  were  keeping  poultry.  He  did 
his  work  well.  He  .started  right;  he  grew 
rapidly  in  poultry  knovvledge,  and  he  made  a 
gooil  succe.ss. 

The.se  illustrations  will  serve  the  purpose  of 
showing  a  start  made  by  a  dunghill  man,  and 
one  made  in  the  right  way  with  thoroughbreds. 

Hut  our  correspondent  only  wants  to  keep 
dunghills  to  learu  by.  W'hat  knowledge  will 
he  gain?  Will  the  same  feed  and  the  same 
care  that  would  do  for  a  common  fowl  lit  the 
ease  of  a  Plymouth  llock?  The  science  of 
feeding  consists  in  a  knowledge  of  knowing 
the  nature  of  the  breed  In  band.  There  are 
more  farmers,  we  believe,  who  do  not  know 
how  to  feed  a  Plymouth  Kock  than  there  are 
who  do.  Plymouth  Koeks,  like  the  Asiatics, 
are  very  easily  overfattcned,  and  their  good 
qualities  are  easily  les.sened  when  in  the  hands 
of  one  who  docs  not  know  their  nature.  And 
just  the  (juantity  and  (juality  of  feed  that 
might  keep  the  dunghills  in  proper  condition, 
would  be  the  downfall  of  the  Plymouth  Kocks. 

Now  if  that  start  would  be  nuule  with  a 
half-<lo/,en  thoroughbred  fowls  of  the  variety 
desired,  and  gradually  the  stock  produced, 
betterresults  would  be  the  rule.  Thi^re  would 
be  more  satisfaction  and  better  returns  in  that 
than  by  buying  the  eggs  to  be  hatched  by  the 
mongrels.    Try  that  experiment  first. 


A  Boy  Poulterer. 

Written  for  t'AnM-PoULXiiY. 

I  am  anew  suoscriber  to  Farm-Poultry, 
and  although  I  have  always  been  interested  in 
everything  jiertaining  to  jjoultry,  this  is  my 
first  year  in  the  business. 

In  the  spring  of  18!)o  1  started  in  for  a  trial, 
by  buying  five  sittings  of  eggs  of  dillerent 
breeds.  One  sitting  were  Brown  Leghorns, 
iuid  the  others  Barred  and  AVhite  Plymouth 
Itocks. 

One  of  thirty  chickens  hatched  lived  only  a 
few  days,  and  I  lost  two  others.  Of  the  Brown 
Leghorn  eggs,  twelve  hatched,  and  these 
twelve  chickens,  together  with  nine  mongrel 
Brown  Leghorns,  I  kept  all  summer  iu  a  mov- 
able yard  7x7  feet. 

I  sold  si.Kteen  chickens,  weighing  from  two 
to  four  pounds  each,  at  fourteen  to  eighteen 
cents  per  pound,  which  amounted  to  seven 
dollars  an<l  twenty-one  cents. 

My  hen-peu  is  in  one  corner  of  a  barn,  and 
although  I  made  it  as  warm  as  I  possibly 
could,  still  it  is  very  cold.  I  was  curious  to 
know  how  cold  it  was  during  the  winter,  so  I 
pnt  in  a  thermometer,  and  found  that  the  mer- 
cury had  been  all  the  way  from  forty  degrees 
above  to  four  below  zero. 

When  I  got  ready  for  winter  1  found  I  had 
twenty  pullets  and  three  hens.  My  egg  record 
for  November,  December  aud  January  was : 


November,  92;  December,  180;  January,  233. 
That  amounted  to  over  forly-two  dozen,  which 
I  sold  lor  from  twenty-rivc  down  to  eighteen 
cents  a  <lozen,  which  brought  the  receipts  up 
to  sixteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  During 
t'ebruary  I  got  from  six  to  twelve  eggs  a  day. 
The  amount  expemled  for  feed  during  the 
three  monlhs  was  twelve  dollars  and  eighty- 
eight  cents,  which  left  a  nest-egg  profit  of 
three  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents,  which  is 
now  rapidly  increasing. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  Leghorns  aie  the 
greatest  laying  hens,  for  of  the  two  hundred 
and  thirty-three  eggs  laid  iu  January,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  were  laid  by  my  si.x  April- 
hatched  Brown  Leghorn  puUcls.  1  hearpeo]>lc 
say  Brown  Leghorns  lay  little  eggs.  I  luiliced 
ill  the  Maine.  Fdrmcr  some  time  ago  that  the 
weight  of  their  eggs  should  be  nine  to  the 
pound,  while  eight  of  the  ones  laid  by  my  hens 
weigh  one  pound  aud  an  ounce;  and  a  dozen 
weigh  twenty-four  to  twenty-five  ounces. 

1  bought  two  hundred  and  fifty  cans  of  dam- 
aged sweet  corn,  at  the  factory  here,  at  the 
rate  of  thirty  cents  a  hundred  cans,  aud  it  was 
very  good  feed.  During  the  winter  I  fed  my 
hens  us  follows : 

In  the  morning,  a  mash  of  cooked  vege- 
tables, shorts,  aud  corn  aud  oats  ground,  put- 
ling  iu  a  liberal  (luantity  of  Bovvker's  animal 
meal,  which  I  think  excellent  for  laying  hens. 
At  noon,  several  days  a  week,  I  gave  two  cans 
of  corn,  aud  at  night  two  quarts  of  corn  and 
oats. 

1  have  fully  decided  that  it  does  not  pay  to 
keep  mongrel  hens,  and  1  am  improving  jny 
stock. 

Now  I  would  like  to  know  if  there  are  not 
some  other  boys  of  about  fifteen  years,  who 
are  interested  in  poultry,  and  who  might  give 
us  their  experience. 

1  think  FAUM-Poui.Tijy  is  a  most  excellent 
papi'r,  and  wish  it  lasting  success. 

Bc^thel,  Maiue.        Gkoiige  H.  French. 

Earth  Worms  aud  Gapes, 
liv  Mr.  Hunteu. 

In  the  American  Fancier  Iot  July  •25th,  Dr. 
Walker  writes  of  "  gapes,"  and  reiterates  the 
claim  that  ''  the  embryo  of  the  gape  worm 
lives  in  the  angleworm,  and  that  the  gapes  in 
fowls  is  caused  by  the  chicks  eating  the  earth 
worms  which  contain  them." 

We  do  not  claim  to  know  much  about 
gapes,  never  having  seen  a  case;  this  section 
of  the  country  being  wholly  free  from  the 
pest.  We  do  know,  however,  that  our 
earth  worms  here  are  not  afflicted  with  the 
gape  worms,  because  our  chicks  eat  quantities 
of  earth  worms,  and  never  have  gapes.  W'e 
know,  too,  that  not  all  earth  worms  in  a  gape 
worm  section  are  eoutaminated.  Two  years 
ago  a  correspondent  in  New  York  state  ollercd 
to  send  to  us  some  earth  worms  infected  by 
gape  worms,  and  sent  us  a  box  containing  per- 
haps a  piutof  earth  worms  which  heguaranteed 
were  from  gajie  infected  chicken  yards.  AVe 
selected  a  dozen  young  chicks,  put  them  oil' in 
a  brooder  by  themselves,  and  fed  them  the 
earth  worms  he  sent,  throwing  them  into  the 
pen  in  handfuls,  so  that  every  one  of  the 
chicks  should  get  some.  The  worms  lasted 
three  days,  (three  or  four  good  feeds  a  day), 
and  the  chicks  throve  excellently  well  on  the 
worm  diet;  but  no  gapes  api^eared.  That 
doesn't  jirove  Unit  earth  worms  don't  convey 
gape  worm  embryos  into  the  ehieks;  but  it 
does  prove  that  those  particular  worms 
sitlected  as  certainly  infected  with  gapes, 
didn't  have  gape  embryos. 

The  wiu'uis  we  not<  <l  were  somew  hat  differ- 
cnt  in  shape  from  our  native  angleworms, 
being  somewhat  shorter,  and  considerably 
flattened  (like  an  eel)  towards  the  posterior 
cud. 

The  best  article  we  have  ever  seen,  on 
"  prevention  of  gapes,"  was  published  iu 
F.-P.  for  March,  1802,  page  587.  lu  that 
article  Mr.  Kulp  gives  full  directions  for 
disinfecting  the  gape  infected  ground;  and 
we  believe  anyone  can  have  complete  immu- 
nity from  gapes  by  following  those  recommend- 
ations. 

Romantic  Miss :  Have  there  not  been 
niomeuts  in  your  experience  when  life  seemed 
full  of  unsatisfied  wants?  " 

Mr.  Hardhead  :      Y-e-s,  that's  so."' 
At  such  times  I  always  fly  to  music  for 
relief.    A\  hat  do  you  do,  Mr.  Hardhead?"' 

"  1  advertise." — London  Spare  .^foments. 
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Poultry  Industry  In  the  West. 

Mr.  Cooper  Makes  a  Trip  West,  and  Visils 
Points  of  Interest  —  Tlie  Great  Armour 
Killing:  and  Packing  Establishment  — 
Over  2,000  Fowls  Killed  and  I>ressed  in  a 
Day  — The  Mid-Continental  Show  —  Dr. 
James  H.  Casey,  the  Standard  Authority 
on  Artificial  Incubation  —  Sid  Conger, and 
Other  Notables. 

Written  lor  Farm-Poultey. 

Having  just  retiii'ned  from  a  trip  west,  I 
thinli  it  will  be  interesting  to  the  readers  of 
Farm-Poultry  to  l^now  something  of  the 
industry  as  it  is  growing  there  today. 

Jly  first  stop  was  made  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Here  I  put  in  several  days  visiting  parties  who 
have  lately  engaged  iu  the  poultry  business  in 
that  section.  I  found  some  having  good 
results,  while  others  were  not.  Yet  the  people 
in  that  section  seem  to  have  plenty  of  nerve, 
and  are  sticking  to  it,  and  I  believe  that  in  the 
near  future  they  will  find  their  accounts  on 
the  right  side  of  the  ledger.  It  is  not  every 
one  who  engages  iu  the  business  that  succeeds 
from  the  start,  although  some  seem  to  catch 
on  readily  and  meet  with  fair  success  from  the 
beginning.  The  show  in  that  section  is  largely 
instrumental  in  booming  that  country  as  a 
poultry  center.  Some  very  fine  stock  is  bred 
In  that  section,  which  would  be  appreciated 
by  some  of  the  older  breeders  iu  the  east. 

While  in  Kansas  City  I  visited,  for  the  first 
time,  the  great  Armour  killing  and  packing 
establishment.  I  was  not  particularly  inter- 
ested in  anything  but  the  poultry  department, 
and  through  the  courtesy  of  one  of  the 
officials,  I  was  given  a  pass  and  taken  right  to 
where  they  kill  and  dress  thousands  of  chicks 
every  j'ear.  It  was  alwut  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  when  I  visited  the  establishment, 
and  up  to  that  hour  they  had  killed  something 
over  sixteen  huudred  fowls.  The  manager 
informed  me  that  the  largest  numlier  of 
chickens  they  killed  and  dressed  in  one  day 
was  over  two  thousand. 

The  chickens  are  hung  tip  by  the  legs,  and 
bled  in  the  mouth,  very  much  like  the  way 
practiced  by  broiler  raisers  all  over  the 
country.  After  being  dressed  they  are  thrown 
in  large  troughs  of  scalding  water.  I  asked 
what  their  object  was  iu  doing  that,  and  they 
replied  that  the  skin  would  dry  on  the  chick 
much  tighter,  making  it  more  plump.  From 
this  water  they  are  plunged  into  ice  water, 
and  from  there  into  the  refrigerator.  Chickens 
are  both  scalded  and  dry-picked.  A  ready 
sale  is  found  for  the  feathers  from  dry-picked 
birds,  but  those  from  scalded  carcasses  are 
carted  off  and  burned.  A  large  force  is 
employed  in  this  department. 

From  Kansas  City  I  went  to  Kansas,  and 
visited  some  new  plants  that  are  being  started 
in  that  section.  Before  long  Kansas  will  make 
its  mark  in  the  industry,  as  preparations  are 
now  being  made  to  hatch  and  raise  thousands 
of  chicks  for  the  early  winter  markets. 

The  managers  of  the  Mid-Continental  show 
are  alive  and  at  work,  making  all  necessary 
arrangements  for  their  coming  annual  exhibi- 
tion. I  have  visited  almost  every  section  of 
the  United  States,  but  I  never  struck  a  town 
where  the  people  are  more  liberal  in  contribu- 
tions towards  the  support  of  a  poultry  associa- 
tion, than  iu  Kansas  City.  Armour  &  Co. 
idone  have  given  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
this  year,  while  many  other  business  men 
have  subscribed  two  hundred,  one  huudred 
and  fifty,  one  hundred,  and  le:  s  sums.  Fully 
three  thousand  dollars  will  be  subscribed  by 
citizens  towtirds  the  holding  of  a  rousing  show 
there  this  winter. 

jSTine  miles  from  Kansas  City  is  Parkville, 
the  home  of  the  famous  Round  Top  Poultry 
Farm.  Mr.  Glover,  the  owner  of  the  farm, 
has  gone  tu  considerable  expense  in  fitting  out 
the  plant.  A  one-huudred  feet  brood  house 
has  been  completed,  equipped  with  pipe 
system,  and  large  prices  have  been  paid  for 
breeding  stock.  Thoroughbreds  are  used, 
and  his  growing  stock  are  colonized  all  over 
tbe  farm,  making  them  rugged.  Mr.  Glover 
is  now  in  business  in  Kansas  City,  but  exjjects 
shortly  to  remove  to  the  farm  for  tbe  double 
purpose  of  becoming  better  acquainted  with 
poultry  work,  and  establishing  a  new  paper, 
to  be  called  Poultry  CulUire. 

One  of  the  best  booked  men  in  artificial 
incubation  it  has  ever  been  my  pleasure  to 
meet,  is  Dr.  .James  H.  Casey,  of  Kansas  City. 
The  Doctor  has  made  a  study  of  this  branch 


for  years,  and  has,  preserved  in  alcohol,  chicks 
in  every  stage  of  incubation,  from  one  to 
twenty-one  days.  It  is  a  valuable  and  inter- 
esting sight.  His  drawings,  showing  the  blood 
veins  during  the  progress  of  the  growth  of  the 
chick  in  the  shell,  are  the  finest  and  most  com- 
plete I  ever  saw.  Dr.  Casey  is  the  standard 
authority  on  artificial  incubation  iu  the  west, 
and  is  superintendent  of  the  incubator  and 
brooder  department  of  the  ]Mid-Contineutal 
show. 

At  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Henry 
Steinmesch.  Mr.  S.  is  connected  with  the 
Wabash  railroad,  and  is  also  the  president  of 
the  St.  Louis  Poultry  Association.  He  isvery 
well  known  to  the  readers  of  Fakm-Poul  i  i; y, 
as  he  has  contributed  a  number  of  valual)le 
articles  to  these  columns.  Mr.  Steinmesch  is  a 
genuine  poultry  fancier,  ever  ready  to  give  a 
cordial  welcome  to  the  visit  of  a  brother  poul- 
terer. I  never  met  a  man  who  gives  you  a 
heartier  welcome.  Mr.  Steinmesch  raised  a 
large  number  of  birds  this  year,  but  was 
unfortunate  in  losing  about  one  huudred  dur- 
ing the  recent  St.  Louis  cyclone.  He  thinks 
the  outlook  for  next  season's  show  is  very 
bright  indeed,  as  they  have  the  promise  of 
support  from  a  large  number  of  breeders. 

From  St.  Louis  I  went  to  Indianapolis, 
where  quite  an  interest  in  poultry  is  being 
taken.  Quite  a  number  of  expensive  jilaiits 
are  being  erected,  and  mauy  incubatoi^  and 
brooders  are  being  purchased.  1  expect  at 
some  future  time  to  refer  to  these  new  farms. 

I  next  arrived  at  Franklin,  Indiana,  where 
I  met  my  old  time  friend,  W.  M.  Kaud.  Mr. 
Rand  has  also  been  a  contributor  to  Fakm- 
POULTRY,  and  his  name  will  no  doubt  sound 
familiar  to  many  readers.  He  has  been 
engaged  iu  hatching  and  raising  chicks  arti- 
ficially for  a  number  of  years,  and  raises  a 
large  number  annually.  Mr.  Rand  combines 
gardening  with  poultry  raising — the  former  as 
a  summer  occupation,  and  the.  latter  as  winter 
work.  He  finds  the  combination  both  pleas- 
ant and  profitable. 

Leaving  Franklin,  I  went  to  Edinburg.  In 
the  near  future  this  will  be  known  as  one  of 
the  banner  towns  in  the  statr  nf  Indiana  for 
poultry.  I  did  considerable  l.)Usine>s  in  that 
section,  and  Mr.  S.  E.  Sims,  who  is  a  poultry 
dealer,  is  setting  a  good  example  liy  going  into 
the  business  himself,  and  encouraiiing  a  very 
large  number  of  his  neighbors  to  do  likewise. 
As  he  handles  a  large  number  of  chickens  and 
eggs  each  year,  he  is  very  anxious  that  more 
should  go  into  the  work,  for  he  can  handle  tbe 
entire  product.  He  guarantees  to  handle  all 
eggs  and  poultry  at  a  good  profit  to  the  pro- 
ducer. The  fact  that  he  himself  is  engaged  iu 
the  business  on  a  large  scale,  gives  confidence 
that  there  is  a  good  profit  in  the  artificial 
hatching  and  rearing  of  chicks.  He  told  me 
that  several  Boston  firms  offered  him  thirty- 
five  cents  per  pound  if  he  would  ship  his 
poultry  to  them  during  the  winter. 

Mr.  S.  E.  Thompson,  of  that  place,  is  a 
breeder  of  Plymouth  Rocks,  Buff  Cochins  and 
Langshans  that  are  grand.  He  is  in  the  l)usi- 
ness  on  a  large  scale,  and  will  do  considerable 
exhibiting.  Mr.  Thompson  will  be  a  regular 
advertiser  in  Farm-Poultry  the  coming 
season. 

From  Edinburg  I  went  to  Flat  Rock,  and 
visited  Hon.  Sid  Conger.  Everybody  knows 
Sid.  I  found  that  he  had  lost  none  of  his  old 
time  enthusiasm  in  the  chicken  business.  In 
fact,  he  seems  to  be  raising  more  this  year  than 
ever.  He  has  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  as  fine  land  as  one  could  wish  to  see  to 
grow  his  chickens  on,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that 
Sid  has  been  able  to  breed  chickens  that  have 
made  their  mark  in  the  past.  Tbe  great 
trouble  with  Sid  is  that  when  you  visit  him  he 
does  not  want  to  let  you  go  away. 

The  poultry  industry  is  growing  in  the 
west,  but  the  east  is  stili  somewhatin  advance, 
which  is  quite  natural,  as  the  eastern  people 
were  the  first  to  engage  iu  the  business.  But 
the  western  people  have  the  lienefit  of  consid- 
erable experience  which  we  had  f  o  go  tljrough. 
For  example:  Some  twelve  year-  :igo,  in 
erecting  a  brood  house,  I  had  to  remodel  that 
house  seven  times  in  order  to  get  it  down  to  a 
system  that  would  raise  iny  chickens  success- 
f tally.  Now  people  in  the  west  get  the  benefit 
of  the  result  of  just  such  an  experience :  hence 
they  are  able  to  meet  with  considerable  more 
success  from  the  start  than  the  eastern  people 
did  at  a  very  early  date. 

As  my  article  has  assumed  quite  a  leugth,  I 
will  bring  it  to  a  close,  although  there  are 
many  places  in  Ohio  and  the  western  part  of 
Pennsylvania  that  I  would  like  to  mention, 
but  which  I  must  reserve  for  a  future  time. 

Homer  City,  Pa.  A.  F.  Cooper. 


Poultry  in  South  America. 

A  Land  Where  Only  Corn  Can  be  Secured— 
Thirty  Questions  Asked,  Which  are  of 
Importance  to  Poultry  Kaisers  in  that 
Country— Eggs  by  Mail. 

By  Mr.  Boyer. 

A  letter  from  Tulio  Ospina,  jNIedellin, 
Columbia,  South  America,  asks  thirty  ques- 
tions which  are  indeed  interesting.  It  would 
be  much  easier  to  answer  such  for  potiltry- 
nien  in  this  country,  but  in  that  f;tr  away 
country  it  is  somewhat  difiicult  to  give  sul)- 
stitufes  for  feed,  or  advice  for  care,  as  we 
Niirth  Americans  cauniit  fully  appreciate  the 
situation  in  which  ourcorrespondent  is  placed. 

Jlr.  Ospina  begint,  his  letter  by  assuring  us 
tbtit  he  has  compared  our  Farm-Poultky 
with  seveu  other  poultry  papers  he  received  at 
tbe  same  time,  which  has  convinced  him  that 
Farm-Poi^ltry  is  the  leading  publication.  Of 
course,  we  do  not  dispute  that  claim. 

Mr.  Ospina  writes  that  in  their  country 
pure  bred  poultry  commands  a  very  high 
luice,  and  transportation  from  this  country 
by  express  is  enormous,  so  he  suggests  the 
experiment  of  sending  eggs  by  mail.  To  so 
pack  eggs  to  be  handled  by  mail  and  ensure 
their  safe  delivery  without  injury  to  the 
germs,  or  breakage  of  the  shells,  is  a  some- 
what serious  matter,  yet  by  the  time  this  arti- 
cle appears  in  print  a  sitting  of  eggs  will  be  on 
the  way  to  ourcorrespondent,  and  the  result 
must  be  told  in  some  future  issue,  after  the 
facts  are  ascertained. 

Now  for  the  questions: 

"  1st.  As  we  do  not  have  wheat,  oats  or 
any  other  grain  except  coin,  in  these  tropical 
countries,  I  Ijeg  you  to  indicate  the  manner  of 
feediug  it  to  fowls  iu  order  to  avoid  overfat- 
teniug." 

That  is  a  stunner  to  start  with.  To  feed 
solely  corn  without  the  danger  of  overfatten- 
iug,  is  a  most  ilithcult  matter.  The  very  nature 
of  corn  is  to  produce  fat,  and  it  is  not  easy  to 
kill  that  lutture.  1  f  fowls  have  a  wide  range, 
are  supplied  witlj  plenty  of  grit,  and  are  fed 
the  corn  in  small  lots  as  an  evening  feed,  there 
is  not  so  much  danger  in  its  use — but  we  would 
rather  feed  it  craciied  than  whole.  The  white 
corn,  we  believe,  is  not  so  fattening  as  the 
yellow.  Kaflir  corn  would  be  preferable  to 
either.  It  is  about  the  size  of  wheat,  is  not 
so  fattening,  and  is  an  excellent  egg  ijroducing 
grain.  It  is  raised  on  almost  any  soil  in  the 
United  States,  and  we  believe  that  it  can  be 
rtused  equally  successful  in  the  land  of  our 
correspondeut. 

•■■jd.  "Will  cooked  bauanas  and  yucca  be  a 
good  food  for  fowls?" 

It  might  be  well  to  feed  cooked  bananas  or 
cooked  yticca  as  a  variety.  At  the  same  time 
a  watch  must  be  kept  on  the  condition  of  the 
bowels.  If  they  show  that  the  fruit  does 
not  agree  with  them,  the  (juantity  must  be 
lessened. 

"  3d.  We  give  here  large  quantities  of 
molasses  and  brown  sugar  to  cows,  horses, 
pigs,  etc.,  to  fatten  and  strengthen  them,  and 
generally  with  good  results.  Do  you  think 
some  molasses  in  the  morning  mash  would  be 
of  any  use  to  fowls?  " 

It  would  not  be  advisalile  to  feed  either 
molasses  or  sugar.  Being  compelled  to  feed 
more  or  less  corn,  we  should  not  adopt  any 
feed  that  would  have  a  tendency  to  increase 
fat.  In  fattening  for  killing,  these  articles, 
mixed  iu  the  mashes,  might  1)6  very  acceptable. 

"dth.  1  have  seen  in  some  poultry  papers 
that  salt  is  considered  necessary  for  chickens, 
but  here  the  couti'ary  has  been  the  general 
opinion.  I^o  you  thinlv  salt  is  necessary  for 
f(jwls?  If  so,  how  much  of  it  must  i)e  given 
daily?" 

There  are  a  great  many  poultrymen  in  this 
country  who  never  feed  salt,  and  there  are 
probably  equally  as  many  who  do.  Experi- 
ments made  by  the  New  York  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station  show  that  hens  fed  salt 
iu  their  rations  doubled  the  egg  yield  of  those 
that  were  not  given  any.  No  doubt  too  much 
salt,  however,  is  injurious ;  and  none  but  fine 
faille  salt  shotdd  be  used,  unless  a  good  qual- 
ity of  feed  salt,  such  as  would  be  given  cattle 
iu  their  food,  can  lie  obtained.  Should  rock 
salt  be  exposed,  or  salt  that  contained  large 
crystals  or  fragments  as  large  as  the  particles 
of  gravel  and  iiril  e;den  by  hens,  it  would,  of 
cour>e,  Udt  t:ikr  long  tor  a  fatal  amount  to  be 
sw:illowed.  I'rof.  A\'lieeler  syys  for  mature 
fowls,  it  is  probable  that  salt  at  the  rate  of 


one  ounce  per  day  for  one  hundred  fowls, 
coidd,  under  ordinary  conditions,  be  fed  with- 
out injury. 

"oth.  The  temperature  here  varies  from 
19  to  23  degrees  centigrade,  through  the  whole 
year;  and  chickens  always  roost  in  the  open 
air,  having  observed  that  putting  them  in 
rooms  or  houses  causes  sickness.  Do  you 
think  it  is  convenient,  in  order  to  have  a  good 
egg  yield,  to  put  the  roosters  (fowls)  in 
houses?  We  never  have  cold  nights,  but  some 
are  rainy  and  stormy.  What  do  you  think  of 
the  impression  that  roosting  hens  in  covered 
buildings  provokes  sickness?  " 

If  fowls  are  quartered  in  a  close  and  poorly 
ventilated  house,  especially  during  warm 
weather,  there  is  no  doubt  of  it  provoking 
sickness.  We  do  not  like  to  have  fowls  roost 
out  in  the  open  air,  and  should  advise  that 
open  front  sheds  be  used.  These  could  be 
protected  hy  an  open  lattice  or  wire  netting 
front,  which  would  keep  out  varmints,  and  at 
the  same  time  admit  the  fresh  air.  That  plan 
should  be  adopted  for  both  old  and  young 
stock. 

"6th.  I  could  never  induce  my  fowls  to  eat 
bran  soaked  iu  cold  water;  is  it  necessary  to 
cook  bran?" 

We  hardly  blame  the  fowls  for  refusing 
bran  moistened  with  cold  water.  Our  plan  is 
to  scald  it  with  Ijoiling  water,  and  feed  while 
yet  warm.  But  it  would  be  better  to  add  one 
part  corn  meal  to  two  parts  bran. 

"7th.  We  can  get,  almost  for  nothing,  the 
liver,  lungs,  and  the  intestines  of  cattle 
slaughtered  for  market.  Do  you  think  I  could 
prepare  that  to  make  good  food  for  my  fowls? 
How  shall  I  prepare  it?" 

If  the  liver,  lungs,  and  refuse  of  the  cattle, 
are  cooked  and  then  chopped  (minced)  or 
ground,  and  placed  in  an  oven  so  as  to  dry 
hard,  one  of  the  very  best  meat  preparations 
would  be  secured.  After  being  cooked  and 
dried,  there  would  be  less  danger  of  spoiling. 
We  should  advise  that  enough  lie  made  to  last 
a  week  or  two,  and  about  an  ounce  be  fed  to 
each  hen  every  other  day. 

"  8th.  The  only  green  bones  to  be  easily 
had  here,  are  the  head,  bones  or  skull  of  beef. 
Are  they  convenient  to  prepare  ground  (cut) 
bone?" 

Yes,  such  bones  would  make  good  bone 
meal,  and  would  be  just  the  thing  for  cut 
bone. 

"Oth.  Can  green  bone  be  cooked  in  order 
to  keep  it  several  days?  Is  so,  is  it  to  be 
cooked  before  or  after  grinding?" 

If  cooked,  and  kept  in  a  cool  place,  the  cut 
bone  can  be  safely  kept  several  days.  We 
should  cook  the  bones  before  cutting  them. 

"  10th.  As  stated,  we  cannot  change  the 
grain  here,  having  only  corn,  which  I  see  you 
consider  a  bad  food  for  laying  hens.  On  this 
account  I  would  like  to  feed  my  stock  ground 
bone  and  coolted  meat,  etc.,  daily,  but  some 
papers  consider  that  unsafe.  How  often 
could  I  feed  bone  and  cooked  meat?  If  daily, 
in  what  quantity  ?" 

If  the  meat  is  cooked  and  dried,  as  we  have 
slated,  it  can  be  safely  fed  every  other  day; 
then  on  the  days  that  no  meat  is  fed,  the  cut 
bone  can  be  used.  With  both  the  bone  and 
meat  the  supply  should  be  about  one  ounce  per 
hen. 

"  11th.  What  would  result  from  feeding 
only  animal  food,  without  grain,  giving  the 
stock  free  range  on  meadows?  What  would 
be  the  smallest  quantity  of  grain  required  if 
not  possible  to  feed  only  on  animal  food  and 
grass?" 

It  vvould  l)e  possible  to  keep  fowls  on  ani- 
mal food  and  grass,  but  we  do  not  believe  that 
they  do  as  well  as  when  grain  forms  part  of 
their  diet.  As  corn  is  the  only  grain  that  can 
be  had,  we  should  feed  it,  as  stated,  at  night 
only,  say  about  a  pint  to  ten  hens.  In  the 
morning  a  light  mash  can  be  given  of  bran  and 
corn  meal,  iu  the  proportions  as  stated  under 
sixth  query.  To  this  the  meat  and  bone  can 
be  mixed. 

"  12th.  How  is  ensilage  prepared  to  be  given 
to  fowls?  How  do  they  grow  it  for  that  pur- 
pose? At  what  stage  of  development  is  it 
more  suitable  to  that  purpose?" 

Ensilage  is  green  food,  as  grass,  the  tops  of 
vegetables,  growing  corn  stocks,  etc.  This 
food  should  not  be  cut  until  near  maturity,  or 
it  will  be  largely  composed  of  water.  If  cut 
just  before  ripening,  the  elements  intended  for 
the  formation  of  seed  will  be  arrested  in  the 
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«talk$,  an<l  the  eaMUuie  will  tx-  moif  niitn- 
IVmis.  I'm  this  material  into  h»lf-im'h  k-uut)is, 
aiKl  pack  clO!*l_v  aiul  ti^bt  in  .•»  ti:irn-l  or  hiv- 
iH^t.  llaxe  the  head  of  the  lutrnel  small 
etiuu:;h  s«>  that  it  will  just  ;;o  down  in/"  the 
Ivtrrfl,  and  on  thi*  head  i>la<-*  a  htavy  >tont'  or 
weijrht  >oth.it  wht-n  the  i-oDteiit>  of  the  barrel 
are  wm|'r>»e«l  and  sink,  the  head  of  the 
hanrel  will  sink  with  it.  As  the  i-outent*  iro 
down,  add  more  eusila^-  until  the  l>:irn-l  is 
full.  The  he:i\y  pre>>ure  will  exelude  the 
air.  and  the  i-oiiteuts  eau  he  kept  in  an  exi-<^- 
)ent  >tate  of  preservation.  When  wauteil  for 
u*'  in  winter,  it  will  Iw  found  i-K>sely  packinl 
in  layers,  and  will  he  ready  for  u,-e.  The 
beus  will  eat  it  with  avidity. 

■•  l;lth.  I  have  s«>en  that  they  feetl,  in  the 
rnit«nl  Slates,  dry  liver  to  poultry.  How  do 
they  dry  it?  Is  it  ne».*>.»ary .  in  onler  to  keep 
i;ruun<l  l«oue,  to  dry  it?  How  ^hould  it  l>e 
Jrie.1?" 

The  liver  can  he  drie^l  in  the  oven.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  dry  the  bone. 

••  14th.  We  do  not  i:row  clover  here,  and 
our  fowls,  when  they  have  free  rani|:e.  only  t^et 
a  (-hame  to  init  i-reepiui:  wheal  iira-s*.  l>o  they 
like  that  i,'ras>?  IK>  they  eat  it  in  the  Tuited 
Stales  r- 

\Ve  know  nothing;  al>out  the  irrass  hy  that 
name,  hut  the  fowls  themselves  will  be  the 
l*«t  jud;;:es.  If  they  eat  it  it  must  lie  all  right. 
Ejisilain*  will  1*  valuable  in  a  i-ounlry  where 
there  is  no  clover. 

••  l.ith.  Havioi;  no  condition  powder  or 
caveoue  pepjier  here,  what  stimulant  may  1 
give  to  my  laying  hens?  Will  capsicum  do  as 
astimul;uit?  I'lea.-*  give  me  a  good  receipt 
fur  some  stimulant  or  condition  preparation 
that  I  can  make  berv." 

Kee«lins;  p«-p[>«'r  of  any  kind  is  dangerous, 
and  is  apt  to  prinluce  li\er  troubles,  t  'harcoal 
is  excellent,  auil  the  very  best  cbanoal  i> 
w^bole  cum,  charred  to  a  crisp.  This  can  l>e 
fed  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

"  16lh.  What  ^ize  of  Webster  it  Hanuum's 
green  bone  mill  will  l>e  required  to  grind  bone 
for  a  four  humlreil  flock?  " 

That  question  more  properly  l>elongs  to  the 
manufacturers  of  the  mill  themselves.  The 
larger  the  size  the  quicker  the  work  would  Im> 
done,  and  al.-o  the  harder  the  grinding  would 
be,  unless  run  by  power. 

"  17th.  I  read  very  often  that  they  estimate, 
in  yiiur  country,  that  the  cost  of  feeding  a  hen 
is  one  dollar  per  year.  Please  tell  me  at  what 
pri<-»-  they  must  get  corn,  w  heat,  animal  footl, 
etiv,  to  come  to  that  result." 

The  estimate  of  one  dollar  per  heu  is  taken 
ail  a  general  average.  In  some  localities  in 
the  l'uit«-tl  States  it  costs  as  high  as  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  a  bead,  and  in  others  the  cost 
does  not  n-ach  seventy-live  cents.  Where  food 
is  iMught  direct  from  the  growers,  or  where 
it  is  grown  on  the  farm  where  the  poultry  are 
raised,  it  makes  the  average  cost  less.  The 
general  averasre  of  one  dollar  per  head  is  not 
based  upon  a  fixed  schedule  of  prices  of  feed, 
as  they  change  very  often ;  but,  taking  the 
various  prices  during  the  season,  and  the 
amount  a  fowl  will  consume,  the  general 
average  comes  to  aljout  that  amount ;  and  one 
dollar  per  head  is  as  near  as  an  estimate  can 
lie  iriven  in  this  country. 

•'  l«th.  What  weight  of  different  feed  must 
a  hen  eat  daily  to  be  sound  ami  healthy?" 

There  can  be  no  fixed  rule.  Just  what  they 
will  eat  up  clean,  is  about  as  good  a  guide  as 
any. 

"  10th.  Consiilering  our  climate,  19°  to  23° 
centigrade,  all  the  year  through,  which  woulil 
be  the  all-purpose  fowl,  with  special  atteufion 
to  good  laying — the  Barred  Plymouth  IJocks 
or  the  Black  Langshans?'" 

We  do  not  believe  that  there  would  lie  much 
difl'erence  in  either,  unless  there  might  be  a 
prejudice  in  the  color  of  the  skin.  The  Ply- 
mouth Rocks  have  a  yellow  skin,  while  the 
Langshans  have  a  white. 

••■20th.  Which  are  considered  better  layers, 
of  the  Brown  and  the  White  Leghorns?" 

The  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns  have 
always  held  the  record  for  the  heaviest  laving 
in  the  Leghorn  family.  The  .Single  Comb 
White  Le_'honis  are  also  good  layers,  but  they 
will  not  averai'e  with  the  Brown  variety.  In 
point  of  size,  the  eggs  from  the  White  Leg- 
horns are  the  larger. 

'•21st.  Do  you  tliinW,  .with  the  climate  we 
have  h'-re.  that  Ii-r.^iid  misc  r  hickens  without 
a  headed  l>roo('^r,  and  having  only  some  kind 
of  a  coop  ?  " 


The  first  ten  days  of  a  chick's  life  it  will 
stand  a  powerful  amount  of  heat,  especiallj  at 
night.  Note  bow  quite  young  chii'ks  huddle 
un>lcr  their  hou  mothers  at  night  during  the 
warmest  weather.  To  try  to  start  them  with- 
out a'.iy  heat,  is  apt  to  give  thcni  bowel 
troubles.  Of  course,  there  should  be  but  a 
slow  heat,  just  enough  to  keep  the  young 
comfortable.  After  two  weeks  of  age  very 
little  heat  will  l>e  necessary. 

•••22d.  How  much  petroleum  will  burn  in 
twenty-four  hours,  in  the  average  two  hundred 
size  incubator?  Which  arc  the  most  econom- 
ical incubators  and  brooders  in  regard  to 
petroleum?  " 

AlK'Ut  a  pint  of  oil  a  day  will  run  the  aver- 
age American  incubator.  They  all  have  about 
the  same  merit  in  this  respect. 

••23d.  Will  it  be  worth  the  while  and 
expense  of  getting  an  incubator  to  raise  three 
hundred  fowls  per  year;  or,  would  it  be  more 
convenient  to  use  hens"?  You  must  know  that 
hens  here  w  ill  sit  at  any  time  of  the  year." 

We  should  think  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, an  incubator  would  be  uiuieccssary. 
At  least  that  mauy  chicks  couUI  be  raised 
annually  by  hens;  but  if  market  poultry  is  the 
object,  then  a  machine  would  be  imporlant. 

••  •24tb.  Is  the  cross  of  White  I.CLiliorns  ;uid 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  gooil  for  laying  pur- 
poses?" 

.\s  pullets,  the  cniss  would  be  excellent;  as 
bens,  they  would  not  equal  the  Leghorns.  It 
would  be  better  to  keep  the  breeds  pure. 

"2iith.  AVheu  patent  insect  powders  cannot 
lie  easily  had,  what  will  be  the  best  means  of 
getting  rid  of  lice  ami  mites?  How  should 
sulphur  be  applietl  to  that  end? 

Follow  the  instructions  as  found  in  the 
Calendar  for  ."September  in"  this  issue,  regard- 
ing fumigation  and  kerosening.  In  addition, 
take  a  sponge  and  dip  it  in  kerosene;  after 
wrimring  it  dry,  rub  it  slightly  over  the  feath- 
ers of  the  lousy  fowls,  ami  it  will  do  etl'cctive 
work  without  any  bad  result.s  to  the  fowls. 
We  have  lost  faith  in  sulphur  as  an  insecticide, 
yet  it  might  assist  to  destroy  them.  Tobacco 
dust  would  l>e  far  better. 

'•iiith.  Is  there  express  service  between 
the  I'nited  suites  and  the  porLs  of  Cartagena 
and  Harranquilla  (in  CoUnnbia,  South  Amer- 
ica)? The  mail  is  served  by  the  Atlas  and 
Red  I)  companies. 

•'  •JTth.  Please  find  out  and  inform  me  of 
the  cost  of  sending  live  fowls  and  eggs  to  the 
said  ports.  As  the  steamers  do  not  have  agents 
In  this  city,  I  cannot  obtain  that  information 
here." 

We  have  not  the  means  for  as<'ei1«ining  the 
infonuation  our  correspondent  asks  for  in  the 
above  two  queries,  so  we  leave  them  open  to 
our  readers,  and  ask  that  those  who  may  know 
will  kindly  contribute  the  advice  to  these 
columns. 

"  "isih.  Which  are  the  two  more  easily 
reproduceil  and  kept  of  the  following  varie- 
ties of  geese :  Toulouse,  China,  African,  Swan 
and  .Sebastopol?" 

In  the  I'nited  States,  the  Toulouse  are  the 
most  popular — and  the  China  and  African 
come  next  in  the  list.  The  virtues  of  the  two 
last  named  are  about  equal.  The  EmbJen 
(not  mentioned  in  the  list)  are  also  very  pop- 
ular in  this  country. 

"  2J)th.  W'hicharethe  more  easily  repro- 
duced and  acclimated  varieties  of  the  follow- 
ing classes  of  ducks  :  Brazilian,  Cayuga,  Grav 
and  White  Call,  Wood  and  JIandarin?" 

Of  the  list  mentioned,  the  Cayuga  would  no 
doubt  be  the  best.  It  is  a  black  duck,  but 
having  excellent  egg  and  meat  qualities. 
Three  valuable  breeds  are  not  given  above, 
viz.,  the  Pekin,  the  market  iluck  of  this  coun- 
try; the  Aylesbury  and  Rouen,  both  popular 
varieties  in  England. 

"30th.  Will  those  <litrercnt  classes  of  ducks 
cross  breed  if  kept  together?  Will  they 
require  ditTerent  runs?" 

It  will  be  necessary  to  keep  each  variety 
alone,  as  they  will  mix,  and  it  would  not  be 
long  before  there  w  ould  be  a  lot  of  mongrels 
on  the  place. 

Many  of  those  questions  have  been  answered 
before  in  these  columns— and  the  onlv  reason 
we  have  V)  again  reprotluce  them  is  to'  ha\e  a 
complete  set  of  answers  to  such  questions  as 
are  now  worrying  the  minils  of  the  poultry 
men  of  South  America.  Fahm-I'ocltky 
wants  to  be  helpful  in  every  field,  and  as  its 
subscription  list  not  only  covers  all  parts  of 
the  I  nited  States,  but  almost  everv  foreiirn 
country,  we  must  cater  to  the  wants  of  all. 
Kahm-Polltky  is  not  a  local  issue,  by  any 


C;ilirorniii  For  Poultry. 

Wrillen  for  Fakm-1'OI'I.tkv. 

Tho  query  from  L.  S.  I).,  Highland,  Mass., 
and  .Mr.  Kelcli's  reply,  in  KAKM-I'tu'l-TKY  for 
July  1st,  prompts  me  to  add  sonu'  inforniatidU 
for  your  rt>adcrs  who  may  be  looking  towards 
California  as  a  prospective  field  for  the  poul- 
try business. 

While  in  almost  any  locality  in  the  state 
poultry  can  be  raised  with  moderate  success, 
sonu>  portions  are  so  much  better  juiapted  to 
the  business  that  the  chai\ees  for  success  and 
profit  are  certainly  two  to  one.  The  interior 
valleys  —  (Sacramento  in  the  north,  and  San 
Joaquin  towards  the  south)  — are  very  hot 
and  dry  four  or  five  months  in  the  year.  The 
egg  production  is  practically  ended  by  the 
first  of  June,  and  the  hens  which  survive  the 
hot  weather  are  in  no  condition  to  produce 
eggs  in  i|uantities  until  the  following  January. 
Under  such  climatic  conditions,  every  para- 
site known  to  infest  the  heu  fiourishes,  and 
late  hatches  are  almost  certain  to  succumb, 
along  with  a  considerable  number  of  adult 
fowls. 

Near  the  coast,  particularly  around  the  Bay 
of  San  Francisco,  and  north  and  south  on  the 
coast,  is  the  most  favored  locality  for  poultry 
raising.  There  the  night.s  are  always  cool, 
and  during  the  summer  months  when  the 
interior  valleys  are  sweltering,  with  the  Iher- 
mometer  anywhere  from  !)0°  to  100°,  the  cli- 
mate is  so  modified  by  the  cool  trade  winds 
blowing  oft'  the  Pacific  ocean,  that  well-bred 
and  well-fed  fowls  will  give  a  very  fair  egg 
\  ieUl  from  June  to  October,  when  moulting 
usually  begins.  There  are  also  many  similarly 
favored  localities  in  southern  California,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Los  Angeles;  but  the  great 
interior  valleys  should  be  avoided  for  busi- 
ness. 

Sonoma  county,  lying  twenty-five  miles 
north  of  San  Francisco,  on  the  coast,  is  the 
great  egg  and  poultry  producing  county  of 
the  state,  t  shall  not  take  your  valuable 
space  for  .stjitistics,  but  Petaluma  (the  princi- 
pal town  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county) 
handles  more  eggs  and  poultry  than  any 
other  three  counties  in  the  state.  Land  suit- 
able for  poultry  fanning  may  be  had  for  a 
reasonalile  priie.  Hillside  land  is  preferred, 
because  good  drainage  is  iuiportant  when  the 
winter  rains  .set  in. 

Mr.  Felch  says  the  egg  market  here  is  better 
than  the  poultry  market,  anil  that  the  breed- 
ers are  at  fault.  That  is  correct.  The  people 
in  the  towns  and  cities  have  not  been  able  to 
jirocure  choice  market  fowls,  either  broilers 
or  roasters.  In  a  community  where  nineteen 
fowls  out  of  twenty  are  Mediterraneans, 
epicures  have  to  content  themselves  w-ith  pre- 
cocious cockerels  for  broilers,  anti  super- 
annuated hens  for  roasters.  There  is  certainly 
business  near  San  Francisco  for  a  number  of 
practical  broiler  farms,  such  as  your  Rose 
Lawn  Poultry  Farm,  atMarllioro,  3Iass. 

One  more  word  to  any  one  thinking  of  com- 
ing to  California,  with  the  view  of  making  a 
home  and  a  li\elihood  in  the  poultry  business: 
N'isit  dilTerent  localities,  and  get  the  opinions 
of  practical  poultry  raisers;  but  shun  the 
blatant,  booming  real  estate  agent  as  you 
would  shun  a  pestilence.  W.  E.  L. 

P.erkeley,  Calif. 


Sending  Birds  in  Slings. 

We  have  just  come  across  a  letter  written  to 
Mr.  Felch  by  F.  O.  Bailey,  of  Portland,  in 
l>57ti.  Mr.  Bailey  was  a  fancier  of  Bull" 
Cochins,  and  sent  a  pen  of  his  birds  to  the 
Springfield,  Mass.,  show.  The  following 
extracts  from  the  letter  will  show  the  care 
taken  in  having  them  arrive  in  good  condition, 
anil  the  placing  of  the  male  bird  in  "  a  sling," 
so  that  he  could  not  sit  down  and  spoil  his 
feathers  or  have  to  rest  on  his  feet : 

"  Bro.  Felch:  — I  sent  my  birds  today  by 
P.  .t  It.  K.  R.,  to  Springfield.  A  young  man 
is  with  them  by  the  name  of  Harris.  I  wish 
you  would  look  them  over,  and  look  out  for 
them  a  little.  The  big  fellow  I  sent  in  a  sling 
so  he  would  not  have  to  be  on  his  feet,  and 
hope  he  may  arrive  O.  K." 

Farm-Poultry  believes  that  if  fhei  e  were 
more  wives  who  earned  their  pin  monev  with 
poultry  instead  of  taking  in  washing  and  sew- 
ing, there  would  be  healthier  females  iu  the 
country.  Women  poulterers,  as  a  rule,  are  a 
succesa. 


Pure 

Blood  is  essential  to  health.  Now  is  tho  Imio 
to  purify  and  enrich  your  blood  by  taking 

Hood's 

Sarsaparilla 

The  gtandard-ln  fact  the  One  True  Blooi!  Purifier. 
Hood's  Pills  cuie  all  Liver  Ills.  26  cents. 


BBEEDIHe  STOCK 

FOR  SALE. 

llHvinj;  liTiislicil  hatdiiii^'  for  this  season,  I  will  sell 
llu-  sio<  k  I  li;ui-  lireil  from  in  lots  In  suit.  Must  be 
solil  lo  make  rcMiiii  for  the  y<niiiKstei's. 

Light  Brahmas, 

(K:n'lv  Laving' Slrain;  have  Iieen  jj'H  to  hifinK  al 
iiHiv.'aii.l  s  il;i\  s  ,,I<t.) 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(Hiown  Kfjg  Sti\-iin :  "llie  business  fowl  of  the 
lOth  .■cntury.") 

White  Wyandottes, 

(lirowu  F-KK.  I'ruiiiic  L:iyinjr  Stock.) 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 


The  Wopowog  Farm. 

EKgs  for  liatching. 
Full  Feathered  English  BUFF  COCHINS, 

GOLUKN  PF.NClLKIi  HAMIUIKGS, 
LIGHT  ISK.AHMAS, 

VVUIXIi  LEGHOltNS. 
I?ie{'4]inp  bir<ls  always  for  sale,  low  price.  Send  for 

T.  C.  CHAPMAN  &  SON,  Stony  lirooli,  X.  Y. 

Springfield  and  Worcester. 


W  l:  AKK  1- I  JINISIIINB 


Krimi  out- facloi-ies  in  each  of  the  above  cities.  Our 
O.  K.  FOOD  i<  still  the  li-ailinj;  biainl  fresh  made, 
dry  and  fi^'hl .  If  votir  jri'ain  dealer  rlocs  not  keep  il 
send  lo  the  fa,-lc,iv   n.an^l  <TT  GKEKN 

BONE  a  s|ii  <'ialt\  .  KIJ  AMv  ( I'HI.  1 1 : N  ,  sn.-c-essov  lo 
H.  N.  Avciy,-2ll  No.  Market  St.,  is  oui-  lie. -ton  agent. 
Seud  for  ealalo;:ne  to 

C.  A.  B.\KTLETT,  VVorccsler,  Slass. 
BARTLETT&  HOLMES,  Sprlngfleld,  Mass. 


Instantly  and  positively  prevents  flies. gnats  and 
Insects  of  every  description  from  annoying  horses 
and  cattle.  It  improves  Ibe  appe.'irance  of  the  coat, 
dispensing  with  ily-nets.  Applied  to  cows  it  will 
give  them  perfect  rest,  thereby  increasing  the  quan- 
tity of  njillj.  It  is  also  a  positive  insecticide  for 
Plants.  We  guarantee  it  juire,  harmless  and  elTec- 
tive.  Recommended  by  thousands  using  it.  One 
gallon  lasts  four  head  an  entire  season.  Price,  in- 
cluding brush,  quart  cans,  SI. 00;  half-gallon,  ?I  75, 
and  one  gallon,  £2.50.  Beware  of  imitations.  Made 
only  by  The  i'reseent  Mnmifaclnrin^l'o., 
2109  Indiana  Avenue-  J'hiladelphia. 


VALUABLE  POULTRY  BOOK 

FREE 

for  two  stamps.  Address. 

MICH.IEL  K.  J-.oyER,  Natick,  Ma,ss. 

Barred  P.  Rocks  and  White  Wyandottes, 
Black  Minorcas  and  White  Leghorns. 

-     Kggs,  $6  per  100. 
Best  price,  $2  per  13. 

FR.\NCIS  H.  FOSTER, 
Rox  6S  Central  Street,  .4iitlover,  Mass. 

Silver  WgaDMes. 

I  liave  lor  sale      KHl  February  lial.-Ii. 

l.'iO  .March  lialcb, 
200  April  hatch, 
m  May  hatch: 
Also, '2.5  ulil  birds.   Write  r..r  cin  iu.  i  ,  .i|  i  u  .  s. 

HENRY  STEINME.SCH, 

Sutter,  St.  Louis  Co.,  jUo. 


SOS 


Farivi=PoultrV 


August  IS 


Feeding  Chicks. 

Some  Valuable  Hints  on  the  Proper  Foods 
and  the  Manner  of  Feeding  Chicks  for 
Best  Results. 

Written  for  FARM-rouLTRY. 

It  does  not  make  so  much  difference  how 
chicks  are  fed,  as  what  they  are  fed  on;  and, 
jigaiu,  it  may  be  said,  it  does  not  malie  so 
much  difference  what  they  are  fed  on,  as  how 
they  are  fed.  That  is  clear  enough,  is  it  not? 
Yet  it  is  a  fact  both  ways. 

We  have  no  hard  and  fast  rule  for  feeding 
chicks,  yet  there  are  a  few  points  which  must 
never  be  neglected,  no  matter  what  else  is  done. 

First  of  all,  never  overheat  them.  Second, 
never  let  them  get  chilled  ;  either  will  cause 
bowel  troubles.  It  is  of  fully  equal  import- 
ance to  never  overfeed,  or  never  starve;  but 
underfed  chicks  will  thrive  better  than  those 
which  are  overfed. 

Do  not  crowd.  One  hundred  chicks  can  be 
raised  much  easier  in  two  flocks  than  in  one; 
they  can  be  raised  still  easier  in  four  than  in 
two;  but  one  hundred  chicks  in  a  flock,  if  all 
of  one  age,  and  in  a  good  brooder,  can  be 
raised  successfully. 

To  begin  with  the  feeding,  the  proper  time 
to  begin  feeding  chicks,  is  with  the  hens  which 
are  to  lay  the  eggs  —  say  about  three  months 
before  you  want  to  set  the  eggs.  See  that  the 
hens  are  in  strong  and  vigorous  health,  and 
have  got  fairly  started  to  laying.  The  chicks 
from  such  hens  will  be  much  easier  to  feed 
properly  than  from  .any  other  sort. 

I  have  tried  everything  in  the  shape  of 
poultry  food  that  I  ever  heard  of  to  feed 
chicks  with,  and  have  succeeded  in  raising 
them  on  almost  anything  you  could  mention  — 
but  there  is  one  article  that  I  have  never  been 
able  to  get  along  without,  and  make  what  I 
consider  a  success  with  a  brooder  full  of 
chicks,  and  that  is  fresh  milk.  If  it  is  whole 
milk  all  the  better,  but  any  kind  that  is  not 
spoiled  is  good.  Sour  milk  is  not  spoiled 
milk ;  fresh  buttermilk  is  excellent  both  as  a 
drink  and  a  food. 

The  food  which  has  always  given  me  the 
best  results  is  made  from  perfectly  sound  and 
sweet  corn  and  wheat,  equal  proportions, 
coarsely  ground  and  well  mixed  together. 

This  we  prepare  in  various  ways,  but  the 
best  possible  plan  is  to  mix  it  up  with  sour 
milk,  sweetened  with  soda  (a  level  teaspoon- 
ful  to  a  quart  of  milk).  Add  a  little  New 
Orleans  molasses,  or  brown  sugar,  and  as 
often  as  possible  some  fresh  ground  meat. 
The  trimmings  from  the  butcher  shop, ground 
up,  bone  and  all,  are  excellent.  Also,  a  few 
onions  cut  fine,  or  simply  sliced ;  half  as  much 
salt  as  soda,  rather  less  than  more.  Mix  all 
well  together,  and  bake  it  in  a  hot  oven  from 
two  to  three  hours,  owing  to  thickness.  Bake 
in  a  tightly  covered  pan.  When  you  are  done 
you  will  want  to  eat  it  yourself.  I  always 
have  to  hide  it  from  my  children,  or  they  will 
eat  more  than  the  chickens,  which  proves 
that  it  is  good,  as  a  child  knows  a  good  article 
of  food  as  well  as  anyone.  We  feed  this  until 
the  chicks  are  at  least  a  month  old  — the 
longer  the  better  —  and  we  want  enough  sweet 
milk  on  it  to  make  it  damp  and  crumbly. 
The  same  food  is  equally  good  steam  cooked, 
and  nearly  as  dry.  Any  large,  tightly  covered 
vessel  will  answer  for  a  steamer.  Set  the 
meal  inside  of  it  in  another  vessel,  so  the 
water  will  not  boW  up  and  mix  with  it. 

We  begin  feeding  when  the  chicks  are 
tweutj'-four  to  thirty-six  hours  old,  and  the 
alcove  food  is  as  good  to  start  with  as  anything 
else.  A  little  line  charcoal  made  from  l>urnt 
grain  or  wood  is  mixed  with  the  food  occa- 
sionally, and  the  chicks  are  fed  raw  onions 
several  times  a  week.  They  have  all  the 
oyster  shell  and  fine  grit  they  will  eat,  which 
is  not  a  little.  In  warm  weather  they  have 
fresh  water  all  the  time,  and  in  cold  weather  a 
little  more  milk  and  water  in  the  food,  and 
none  to  drink.  If  you  begin  watering  you 
must  never  stop  it. 

When  a  month  old  we  begin  feeding  a  little 
whole  wheat,  just  a  few  grains  at  first;  after 
a  while  this  is  ed  at  least  once  a  day.  It  is 
excellent  Ijoiled  or  raw,  but  will  go  further 
boiled,  and  the  chicks  will  thrive  better  on  it. 

When  chicks  run  out  with  the  hen  in  warm 
weather,  over  a  good  large  range,  it  makes 
little  difference  what  they  are  fed  on.  They 
will  thrive  anyway,  liecause  they  getplenty  of 
exercise  a!"l  insects,  which  the  hen  finds  for 


them ;  but  there  are  two  articles  of  food  which 
will  kill  any  chicks  if  fed  improperly.  One  is- 
finely  ground  corn  meal,  and  the  other  cracked 
wheat.  Either  can  be  fed  in  small  quantities, 
but  either  will  pack  in  the  crops  and  kill  the 
chicks  if  they  are  given  too  much.  It  will  do 
so  for  me.  I  have  known  thousands  to  be 
killed  by  feeding  on  cracked  wheat,  although 
it  is  an  excellent  food  if  rightly  fed  — which  is 
to  never  let  the  chicks  fill  their  crops  with  it. 

My  plan  has  always  been  to  feed  three  times 
daily,  as  much  as  the  chicks  would  eat  up 
clean.  I  do  not  claim  it  to  be  better  than 
oftener,  but  it  is  less  trouble,  and  raises  the 
chicks  all  right.  The  chicks,  when  at  all  con- 
fined, are  given  something  to  amuse  them- 
selves with  between  feeds,  such  as  cabbage, 
onions,  a  few  boiled  potatoes  to  pick  at,  and 
some  turnips  or  rutabagas  when  we  can  get 
them.  The  rutabaga  is  an  excellent  food  for 
either  chicks  or  fowls,  and  can  always  be  had 
in  winter  and  spring.  They  have  these  to 
pick  at  to  keep  them  out  of  mischief,  such  as 
picking  at  each  other.  Chicks  are  of  a  stir- 
ring nature  and  want  to  be  on  the  move  all  day 
long.  The  exercise  counts  as  much  as  the 
food.  When  they  begin  to  stand  around  half 
the  time,  the  flock  will  be  smaller  very  soon. 

The  dry  food  method  does  well  when  chicks 
are  in  very  small  lots,  and  run  with  hens.  It 
consists  in  feeding  such  things  as  dry  oat  meal, 
cracked  corn,  cracked  wheat,  millet,  etc.; 
but  I  have  never  yet  got  beside  any  person 
who  practiced  that  method  of  feeding  brooder 
chicks,  but  I  beat  in  the  end. 

The  only  time  that  I  ever  raised  one  hun- 
dred chicks  on  a  very  small  piece  of  room, 
was  at  the  world's  fair  in  Chicago.  My  total 
yard  room  was  five  by  twelve  feet.  I  started 
with  two  hundred  chicks.  When  a  month  old 
they  did  not  have  standing  room,  so  I  sold 
half  of  them  to  a  gentleman  who  had  an 
exhibit  there.  The  others  I  kept  until  the 
fair  closed,  except  six  which  I  gave  away.  I 
sold  eighty-six  when  the  fair  closed. 

Those  chicks  were  fed  almost  entirely  on 
waste  bread  and  gluten.  Gluten  is  the  dried 
waste  from  corn  starch  factories.  It  is  simply 
what  is  left  of  the  ground  corn  after  glucose 
and  starch  are  all  taken  out.  So  you  see  that 
comes  pretty  near  being  corn  and  wheat.  I 
mixed  this  with  plenty  of  sweet  milk  every 
time  I  fed  it.  They  had  onions,  cabbage,  and 
fresh  ground  bone  daily,  and  were  fed  on  a 
clean  paper  each  time.  One  million  would  be 
a  very  small  estimate  for  the  number  of  people 
who  saw  those  chicks.  We  will  only  refer  to 
one,  however,  P.  H.  Jacobs,  of  the  Poultry 
Keeper,  who  saw  them  a  few  days  before  the 
fair  closed. 

We  refer  to  these  chicks  merely  to  prove 
that  chicks  can  be  raised  by  that  method  of 
feeding,  on  a  very  small  space;  but  if  I  had 
not  been  right  beside  them  every  day  I  could 
not  have  done  it.  I  would  never  think  of 
undertaking  to  make  a  business  of  raising 
chicks  in  such  quarters  as  that.  The  brooder 
was  cleaned  out  perfectly  clean  every  morn- 
ing, and  fresh  dirt  or  litter  put  in ;  or  at  night, 
after  the  chicks  went  in  the  brooder. 

No  matter  what  we  feed,  we  make  it  a  point 
to  always  have  it  clean  and  pure.  Never  feed 
any  spoiled  food  of  any  kind,  especially  spoiled 
meat.  Always  have  the  drinking  water  clean 
and  fresh.  A  very  little  black  pepper  occa- 
sionally is  good ;  the  red  is  entirely  too  strong 
for  young  chicks.  No  m.atter  what  sort  of 
food  I  had,  I  should  never  expect  to  make  a 
complete  success  of  raising  brooder  chicks 
unless  I  had  sweet  milk.  I  have  paid  ten 
cents  a  quart  for  it,  and  found  that  it  paid  me 
to  buy  it  r.ather  than  do  without. 

The  smaller  chicks  must  always  be  sorted 
out  when  the  flock  does  not  grow  evenly.  If 
th.at  is  not  done,  they  will  soon  be  trampled  to 
death,  or  stunted  so  that  it  will  not  pay  to 
raise  them.  Each  lot  should  be  kept  as  near 
a  size  as  possible  while  growing. 

To  get  rid  of  gapes,  skip  one  year  entirely. 
Every  chick  we  used  to  hatch  out  got  the 
gapes.  It  is  now  sixteen  years  since  we  had  a 
case  in  our  yards,  and  all  we  did  to  eradicate 
them  was  to  skip  one  season  entirely.  I  did 
not  have  a  chick  on  the  place  until  Septem- 
ber; then  we  hatched  some  to  see  if  they 
would  take  them,  but  they  did  not.  We  refer 
to  the  gape  worm,  of  course.  The  other  sort 
is  simply  a  cold  caused  by  dampness.  These 
worms  remain  in  the  ground  all  winter,  but 
cannot  live  through  the  summer  without 
chicks  to  breed  in. 


We  also  make  it  a  point  to  keep  our  small 
chicks  inside  until  the  dew  is  off  the  grass. 
After  they  are  a  month  or  more  old  they  get 
out  as  soon  as  they  like,  whenever  the  weather 
is  fine. 

The  only  remark  I  desire  to  make  about 
brooders  is  that  no  matter  vyhat  sort  is  used, 
the  air  should  have  a  chance  to  escape  a  little 
lower  than  where  the  chicks  are.  When 
comfortable,  they  sleep  with  the  head  laid  flat 
down,  and  if  the  air  is  bad  will  be  sick  in  the 
morning.  J.  L.  Campbell. 

West  Elizabeth,  Pa. 

"Ten  Dollars  For  a  Kemedy." 

On  page  265,  of  the  July  15th  issue  of  Farm- 
Poultry,  F.  E.  Reid  gives  a  new  disease 
among  his  poultry,  and  offers  ten  dollars  for  a 
successful  remedy.  The  following  replies 
have  reached  us  to  date: 

"  In  regard  to  F.  E.  Reid,  of  1246  Lincoln 
Avenue,  this  city,  I  wish  to  state  I  had  a  hen 
troubled  with  the  same  sickness. 

"  The  best  remedy  that  I  found  was  to  put 
a  little  pulverized  borax  on  at  first,  and  then 
apply  a  little  vaseline,  so  as  to  heal  it.  I 
'  followed  this  treatment  for  a  week. 

"  I  was  almost  on  the  point  of  writing  to 
you  to  see  what  you  thought  it  was,  but, 
thanks  to  your  valuable  paper,  I  read  of  other 
sicknesses,  and  from  that  took  this  remedy 
for  a  cure. 

"If  any  of  your  readers  have  cholera  in 
their  flocks,  they  will  find  the  following  a 
good  cure :  Double  the  dose  of  Sheridan's 
Condition  Powder,  and  sprinkle  the  drop- 
pings with  sulphuric  acid  diluted  in  water;  a 
pint  of  acid  to  a  bucketful  of  water.  I  used 
this  remedy  to  a  great  extent,  and  cured  all. 
—  John  H.  Snyder,  Pittsburg,  Pa." 

"  If  the  chickens  spoken  of  in  .luly  loth 
Farm-Poultry,  page  265,  were  mine,  I 
would  give  Humphrey's  veterinary  specific  II. 
in  the  drinking  water,  and  apply  locally  equal 
parts  white  iodine  and  linseed  oil.  I  think 
the  latter  will  kill  the  germs,  as  it  does  in 
canker  and  sore  head.  — Mrs.  C.  Gomperts, 
Ladv  Lake,  Florida." 


Bowel  Trouble  in  Ducklings. 

A  subscriber  to  Farm-Poultry  writes  for 
a  remedy  for  bowel  trouble  in  ducklings,  as 
follows : 

"  There  is  a  greenish,  loose  discharge,  w'hich 
collects  below  the  vent  and  around  it,  but  is 
not  dry.  The  discharge  seems  involuntary ;  at 
the  same  time  the  bowels  seem  bound.  The 
ducklings  eat  well  of  cooked  oatmeal,  and 
drink  freely  of  water  from  the  fountains. 
They  are  in  a  dry,  sandy  yard,  well  shaded." 

We  submitted  the  inquiry  to  D.  A.  Mount, 
of  Jamesburg,  N.  J.,  who  has  been  a  close 
student  of  duck  culture,  and  3Ir.  Mount 
replied  as  follows : 

"  From  what  I  judge  by  the  letter,  this  man 
is  feeding  oatmeal  exclusively.  I  would  advise 
feeding  corn  meal,  wheat  bran  and  shorts, 
equal  parts,  with  about  ten  per  cent  of  ground 
meat.  Wet  the  mixture  with  water,  (or  milk 
is  better),  and  unless  they  have  a  grassy  run  I 
should  advise  feeding  some  kind  of  green 
food,  mixed  with  the  above  mash.  Green 
corn  or  clover  seems  to  be  the  best.  Have  it 
cut  in  short  lengths,  and  make  this  green  food 
half  of  the  whole  bulk  of  food  fed.  It  is  also 
advisable  to  have  a  small  box  of  granulated 
charcoal  where  they  can  get  it  at  will,  and  I 
think  they  will  soon  be  all  right." 

AVe  might  add  to  the  al)0ve  that  a  handful 
of  sand  mixed  with  soft  food  will  greatly  aid 
digestion.  On  all  the  leading  duck  farms, 
sand  goes  into  the  daily  bill  of  fare  for  both 
old  and  young  stock.  An  exclusive  diet  of 
oatmeal  is  sure  to  bring  bowel  trouble — and 
with  the  change  that  Mr.  Mountsuggests,  and 
with  the  addition  of  sand  to  aid  the  digestion, 
we,  too,  believe  the  trouble  will  be  speedily 
righted. 

Entirely  Practical  and  Sensible. 

M.  K.  Boyer  has  written  another  book,  "  A 
Living  From  Poultry."  It  is  one  of  his  best, 
if  not  the  very  best.  It  shows  what  qualities 
are  essential  for  a  successful  poultryman  to 
possess;  how  much  land  is  needed;  how  to 
build  a  house;  what  breeds  to  use  for  special 
purposes;  and  what  can  be  done  with  $50, 
1100,  $300,  $.500  or  $1,000  to  start  with.  It  is 
entirely  practical  and  sensible.  Price  2oo., 
from  this  office,  or  of  the  author,  Natick, 
Mass.— PouU7-y  Monthly. 
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llay  View  Poultry  Farm. 

\  >k>-««h  of  t"harl«N»  F.  Newm.-tn's  K»ino>i« 
K.-k[it-h.  aiitl  How  He  i<i  Kiltdinc  M  iimxl 
M:*rkri  fur  His  Stock. 

Bv  MR.  B»YEK. 

Chartas  F.  Xewinan  is  a  native  of  New 
^  ork.  au>l  has  l>eeii  all  bi$  life  more  or  le>s 
iiilerr»l«'tl  in  li\e  sUn-k  and  VHxiltry.  AKnit 
iweuty-four  jears  asro  be  emisrrate<>  to  Kansas 
with  his  brother.  anJ  started  in  oattle  l>ree<l- 
in^  »n<l  seiM>ral  f.iniiin!:.  Roth  yoiius;  men 
u  .  -1  !.:u-heIors,  anJ  many  intere,<tins:  acoounts 
_ive  of  the  wiMness  of  the  country  :it 
;j;it  time.  »>ne  ilay  they  conoliuletl  to  a>i>l 
••rhit-kens"  to  their  stoik,  and  aocordinsly 
Mr.  Xewmau  drove  lifty  miles  to  tbeir  neare.<t 
i.nvn  slid  postofBce  ami  invested  in  twelve 
:n  us  and  a  iwk,  which  be  jiroihlly  hroiisiht 
•ai-k  to  the  homesteatl.  The^e  servetl  to  keep 
tht'iu  in  jKiiillry  meat  and  eirus.  and  was  their 
tirst  attempt  at  jKiultry  culture. 

But  their  experience  in  stock  ^wins:  and 
f  inning  in  the  "  wild  and  woolly  west"  was 
nut  a  ^e^y  prolitalile  one.  After  seven  years 
uf  dickering  in  farmins;,  anil  hanpu^;  on  the 
^enreof  sUirvation.  they  grt'w  tire«l  of  west- 
■<■.  and  "came  back  to  (.imrs  country," 
on  .>^taten  Island.  Here  Mr.  Charles 
i  .  Novman  sulisetjuently  started  a  summer 
hotel.  While  this  move  was  prodtaMe,  it 
lu>tfd  only  for  three  months  in  the  year,  and 
tbi  11  the e>taMi>hnient  would.  practicaJly,  be 
cl.ixcil  until  the  next  summer. 

.\liout  that  time  Mr.  Newman  married,  and 
was  indee\I  fortunate  in  duKV-ing  so  valuaMe 
a  helpmate  a*  he  did.  Mrs.  Newman  is  3  hani 
worker,  and  lieine  as  much  interested  in 
ixiultry  as  her  husband  was,  they  airreeil  to 
take  up  that  industry  to  give  employment  for 
at  !ea«t  nine  months  of  the  year,  and  to  add  to 
their  income. 

They  In'sran  with  raisine  ducks  for  market. 
-Lirtetl  in  a  small  way,  took  each  step  very 
c  autiously,  until  al>out  seven  years  airo.  when 
their  annual  pro.luct  was  live  thousand.  Since 
then  they  have  increaseil  that  numl>er. 

Bay  View  Poultry  Farm  comprises  sixty 
acre.s.  ri^bt  on  the  s»-3  shore,  south  of  St.iten 
Ishtod.  and  opposite  ."^andy  Hook.  The  hotel 
is  a  stone's  throw  from  the  water,  and  here 
also  are  locate<l  the  winter  quarters  for  the 
lirw^lina:  ducks.  During:  the  summer  the 
ducks  are  quartered  at  a  pond,  which  is  two 
acres  of  fresh  water,  and  sheds  used  for  them 
It  niijht.  All  around  this  pond  are  also  sheds 
f.ir  the  youn;;  ducks,  with  enclosures  of  two 
fcxit  wire,  so  that  they  can  only  get  water  to 
drink  .md  Inthe.  but  not  to  swim  in. 

The  brooder  house  is  one  hundred  feet  long, 
heatf]  by  a  Bramhall,  Pean  4  <'o.  system,  and 
liesides  there  are  sixteen  out  door  brooders. 

The  incubator  house  is  built  of  brick,  14  x 
Si  feet.  Fourteen  incubators  are  run,  con-sistr 
:ng  of  .3iJ0-t'gg  sizes  of  both  the  Von  Colin  and 
I'rairie  State. 

The  yards  for  the  different  breeds  of  fowls 
are  locate<l  at  another  fresh  water  pond,  with 
fem  es  right  up  to  the  edge  of  it.  This  gives 
the  fowls  an  abundance  of  fresh  water  all  the 
time.  To  each  house  is  connected-  ashed  for 
-bade  in  .summer,  covered  with  rails  and  cedar 
bushes. 

This  year  Mr.  Newman  raii5ed  5,83.5  duck- 
liiiir<,  lioides  shipping  twelve  thousand  eggs 
fur  batching  to  all  parts  of  the  I'nited  Stiites. 
F"ri>m  the  early  hat<-hings  he  .selected  about 
two  thousand  ducklings  to  be  kept  for  breed- 
ing purposes,  and  as  there  are  many  extra 
goo<l  ones  in  the  lot,  it  is  likely  that  there  will 
\>e  some  close  competition  at  the  next  winter 
shows. 

In  his  summer  hotel  Mr.  Newman  has  estab- 
lished a  very  profitable  home  market  for  his 
ducks  and  other  fowls.  All  during  the  season 
his  place  is  tilled  with  busy  city  folks  who  are 
only  too  glad  to  have  a  chance  to  run  out  in 
the  country  for  a  day  and  enjoy  new  life.  No 
wonder  one  of  them  went  into  ecstacies  over 
his  trip,  as  follows : 

"And  what  a  sight  it  was!  Talk  about 
ducks!  Newman  raises  them  Ijy  the  tbousaml. 
He  hatches  them  in  incubators,  and  you  can 
see  them  kick  off  the  .shells  and  bob  out.  'just 
the  cunninge.st  little  yellow  ducklings,'  as  the 
women  would  say. 

"But  we  were  hungry,  and  proprietor  New- 
man said  dinner  would  be  re:idy  in  twenty 
minutes,  so  we  laved  our  hot  faces  and  bands 
in  f  of)l  water,  and  then  bowled  until  the  fish 
uid  ducks  were  on  the  table.    Such  porgiesl 


.lust  out  of  the  lower  bay  that  morning  I  .\nd 
the  duck>.  ten  weeks  old.  Just  right  for  the 
irwul  They  melted  in  our  mouths.  Take  my 
wor»i  for  it,  it  was  s  dinner  worth  riding  a 
century  to  enjoy." 

Bay  View  Poultry  Farm  isoueof  thel.irgcst 
inthe  country,  and  is  devoted  to  high  class 
stock,  which,  aside  from  Tekin  ducks,  com- 
prise Toulouse  gee.se.  White  Holland  turkeys. 
White  Guinea  fowls.  White  Wyandottes, 
Light  Br:ihmas,  Silver  (i ray  Oorkings,  Barred 
Plymouth  Kocks,  White  Plymouth  Kocks, 
Single  Comb  Bl  own  Leghorns,  Single  Comb 
M'bite  Leghonis,  Pit  Games,  bantams, and  St, 
Bernard  and  Fox  Terrier  dogs. 

Newman's  barges  meet  the  trains  for  visit- 
ors, and  the  exquisite  duck  dinner  follows  in 
natund  se^^uence,  with  bowling  or  bathing,  or 
boating  or  fishing,  or  a  stroll  over  the  inter- 
esting farm  to  add  zest  to  the  outing. 

To  those  who  are  too  far  away  to  visit  this 
moilel  plant,  cin-ulars  and  everything  except 
the  duck  dinner  will  be  sent  by  mail  by 
sddressing  Charles  F.  Newman,  Rossville 
P.  O.,  Huguenot,  S.  I.,  N.  Y. 

Hoiip  iiiid  Kindred  Ailments. 

Farni-I'oiiltry  rorrespomlcnt  Oives  Go<m1 
Tr«-Htniciit  for  Sonic  of  Tliesc  Trouble*— 
What  is  Koup  ? 

Written  for  FARM-rofLTRY. 

It  pleases  me  that  you  do  not  call  a  simple 
cold,  or  watery  eyes,  swelled  head,  canker, 
etc.,  all  under  the  general  name,  "roup;"  but, 
its  I  understand,  you  class  them  as  premoni- 
tory diseases /i"f;/</c  te  nin  into  roup,  if  not 
properly  treated  and  checked. 

Now  I  would  like  to  inquire  at  what  par- 
ticular stage  any  or  all  of  these  dise.3ses)ncrf/e 
into  roup'/  In  other  words,  what  is  roup,  in 
contra-distinction  to  the  above  named  dis- 
eases ? 

We  have  had  much  trouble  with  disea.ses  of 
the  above  nature  to  contend  with  in  our  neigh. 
Ixirhood  the  past  winter.  Our  own  trouble  in 
this  line  has  caused  us  the  loss  of  about  tifty 
fowls.  Those  with  badly  swelled  heads  we 
found  the  worst  cases  to  treat,  and  many  of 
them  we  killed,  if  the  disease  seemed  too 
obstinate. 

Tincture  of  iron,  applietl  with  a  feather, 
daily,  is  a  good  remedy  for  canker.  I  prefer 
not  to  remove  the  canker  until  it  is  well  killed 
down  with  the  tincture.  A  hair  pin  is  good  to 
remove  canker  that  forms  at  the  opening  of 
the  windpipe. 

A  neighbor  says  that  the  disease  was 
checked  in  his  flock  of  about  two  hundred 
and  forty  fowls,  by  the  use  of  a  mixture  of 
about  two  parts  sweet  oil,  one  part  turpentine, 
and  a  little  carbolic  acid  added.  He  treated 
all  of  his  birds,  sick  and  well,  to  a  liberal  dose 
of  the  mixture  (about  two  spurts  from  a 
spring  bottom  can),  and  greased  the  head 
well  with  it.  He  says  he  lost  no  more  after 
using  the  treattnent — and  some  of  his  birds 
had  canker  badly,  and  some  with  swelled 
be.id.  I  have  not,  personally,  given  the 
remedy  much  of  a  trial. 

A  few  raoniings  ;igo  I  ntrticed  a  pullet 
frothing  at  the  eye,  and  much  swollen.  I 
removed  the  mucus  from  the  .slit  of  the  mouth, 
greased  her  head  and  face  well,  and  injected 
into  the  nostrils  and  slit  of  the  mouth  the 
above  mixture,  and  there  has  been  no  more 
frothing  at  the  eye,  and  the  puffiness  is  gone, 
or  nearly  so. 

Probably  about  twenty  to  thirty  drops  would 
be  the  correct  dose  internally,  although  I 
think  I  have  given  more  without  any  apparent 
ill  eHect.  Milton  T.  Ashley. 

Ilopeville,  Iowa. 


.Swelled  eyes,  sore  he.id,  hoarseness , snuffles, 
sore  tbro;it,  etc.,  together  with  the  symptoms 
proiiiiiieut  in  diphtheria,  bronchitis,  canker, 
influenza,  distemper  and  quinsy,  are  all  found 
in  a  genuine  case  of  roup — and  it  would  seem 
that  roup  is  the  combination  of  all  these  ail- 
ments. 

We  know  that  roup  is  a  disease  of  the  lin- 
ing membrane  of  the  beak,  extending  to  the 
whole  head  and  throat,  through  the  tear  duct 
to' the  eye,  finally  affecting  the  whole  con.stitu- 
tion.  Dr.  Sanborn  pronounces  it  a  purulent 
catarrhal  affection  of  the  air  passages. 

Vale,  in  his  manual  on  poultry  diseases,  says 
the  term,  "  roup,''  is  now  in  universal  use,  and, 
unfortunately,  its  application  is  very  mislead- 
ing.   "Fowls  are  said  to  have  roup  when 


there  is  a  discharge  of  an  offensive  character 
from  the  nostrils  which  will  result  from  a 
simple  neglected  coKl.  When  fowls  ha\e 
diphtheria  (a  specific  and  distinct  disease) 
there  is  mostly  a  discharge  from  the  nostrils 
which  is  offensive.  They  are  then  said  to 
have  roup.  When  fowls  are  tuberculous,  and 
masses  of  tubercle  become  deposited  in  the 
ghmds  of  the  throat  and  mouth,  an  offensive 
smell  is  given  off.  and  they  are  again  said  to 
have  roup.  This  term,  therefore,  does  not 
convey  any  definite  idea  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
disea.se  from  which  the  fowl  is  sulVeriug.  It 
merely  describes  a  condition  dependent  upon 
no  particular  di.scase.  We  have  certainly  the 
term, 'diphtheritic  roup,"  but  it  does  not  set 
the  matter  right  by  making  the  term  in  other 
cases  distinctive,  as  roup  is  a  symptom  of 
more  than  one  or  two  other  diseases.  There- 
fore, when  writing  to  any  one  for  advice  how 
to  treat  fowls  with  roup,  and  in  all  cases  when 
it  is  not  known  with  certainty  what  the  dis- 
ease that  they  are  siitlcriiig  from  is,  the  syiii|i- 
toms  should  be  described  minutely." 

While  Mr.  ^■ale  very  plainly  sets  forth  the 
different  forms  of  roup,  we  are  not  ready  to 
agree  with  him  that  roup  is  a  si/mptom  of  one 
or  more  diseases ;  but  rather  the  reverse— the 
combination  of  several  diseases  produces  some 
particular  form  of  roup.  That  stage  is 
defined  according  to  the  di.seases  that  are 
complicated — swelled  eyes,  sore  head,  hoarse- 
ness, snuffles,  sore  throat,  diphtheria,  bron- 
chitis, canker,  influenza,  distemper  or  quinsy. 

So  it  will  be  plainly  seen  that  not  the  same 
remedy  is  a  specific  for  all  forms  of  this  dis- 
ea.se — and  the  only  way  to  treat  the  trouble  is 
to  give  such  medicines  as  will  meet  the  syni]!- 
tonis  that  are  most  prominent.  AVhen  we  arc 
asked,  "  What  is  the  best  remedy  for  rouj)," 
we  are  rather  at  sea;  what  will  clire  .Jones' 
fowls  might  have  no  effect  upon  those  of 
Smith,  owing  to  a  difference  in  form.  There- 
fore, in  making  the  inquiry,  it  is  imperative 
that  the  symptoms  be  minutely  descrilicd. 

As  we  have  said  in  the  start,  a  fowl  may 
have  many  of  these  symptoms,  and  still  not 
have  roup.  It  only  becomes  that  dreaded 
disea.se  when  it  merges  into  the  "stinking 
stage,"  as  we  once  heard  a  poiiltryman  bluntly 
term  it.  If  that  fetid  breath  is  there,  then  the 
disease  has  been  reached.  A  post  mortem  of 
a  roupy  fowl  will  reveal  the  gall  bladder  and 
liver  full  of  pus,  and  the  flesh  has  a  bad  odor, 
is  soft,  spongy  and  slimy,  especially  about  the 
lungs. 

Koup,  generally  speaking,  is  a  penalty  for 
neglect  or  shiftlessness  on  the  part  of  the 
poullryman.  Probably  exposure  to  cold  and 
wet  weather  is  the  most  prominent  cause; 
however,  roosting  in  cold  draughts, damp  and 
sunless  quarters,  bad  food,  lice,  bad  ventila- 
tion and  filthy  houses  are  the  means  for  intro- 
ducing and  spreading  the  contagion. 

Michael  K.  Bo-i-EU. 


New  Kngland  Is  AH  Right. 

During  the  late  business  depression  of  three 
or  four  years,  even  the  lack  of  employment  in 
the  east  has  not  induced  many  men  and 
women  to  migrate  to  the  west.  The  growth 
of  the  nearest  western  states  is  far  from  being 
at  the  earlier  ratio,  unless  it  be  in  those  states 
which  engage  in  manufacturing.  Iowa  has 
just  taken  a  census,  and  reports  that  her 
increase  in  population  during  the  last  five 
years  is  but  six  per  cent,  and  the  Michigan 
census  also  shows  but  a  small  increase.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  gain  in  Massachusetts  has 
been  eleven  per  cent,  and  in  New  Jersey  six- 
teen per  cent,  during  the  same  time.  Our 
people  are  beginning  to  learn  that  there  are 
just  as  good  chances  to  make  a  living,  or  to 
lay  up  something  for  the  future,  in  the  well 
developed  New  England  states  and  in  New 
York,  as  there  is  in  the  prairie  states  of  the 
west,  or  the  raw  and  umleveloped  regions  of 
the  south.— .^iHicrjcan  ('itltivatar. 


Vi.siting  a  poultry  farm  lately,  a  number  of 
hens  were  .seen  .squatting  on  the  ground, 
unable  to  walk.  Naturally  the  owner  asked  : 
"What  is  the  cause  of  this  trouble?"  In 
seeking  a  solution,  the  question  of  feed  was 
raised,  and  the  man  stated  frankly  "I  feed 
on  corn,  because  it  is  so  handy  to  use  and  so 
cheap  in  the  market."  Here  was  tho  cause  of 
all  his  troubles.  He  was  feeding  a  grain  not 
adapted  to  bone  and  muscle  building,  and  the 
little  body  could  not  stand  the  strain.  Rational 
feeding  would  save  from  these  annoyances. — 
Maine  Farmer. 


The  Average  Farmer 

njay  not  know  that  by  cooking  he 
can  double  the  bulk  and  value  of 
meal  for  horses,  cattle  and  pi^js. 

THE  GRHNITE  STflTE 
BOILER  AND  eO0KER 

is  the  simplest,  cheapest  and  best 
boiler  .iiul  cooker  now  in  the  mar- 
ket. It  is  made  ot  sheet  steel  of 
extra  heavy  weight,  and  >;alvan- 
ized  to  prevent  rust.  There  is 
nothing  to  get  out  of  order. 

CooUinc  food  for  itonk  is  recomniended  by  the 
liifjlii'St  ;iu11ioritjos  and  most  sm'itessl'ill  stock. 
IcfiliTs.  An  inli-ri'slin^  painplilct  on  tlio  subject 
will  lie  sent  l  i'ci'  on  appliriition.  .Vddrt-tis 

GRANITE  STATE  EVAPORATOR  CO. 
301  Main  Street,  Marlow,  N.  H. 
■lllllllllllllllllllllll 


Perfect 

Poultry 

Pictures. 


The  Pictures  of  Typical  Poultry  In  pairs, 

which  are  appearing  in  FAitM-Pori,THY,  are 
pronounced  by  competent  judges  to  be  the 
best  ever  printed.  They  are  drawn  by  the 
renowned  animal  artist,  Franklane  L. 
Sewell.  We  have  had  several  requests  for 
these  pictures  printed  on  heavy  paper  suitable 
for  a  port-folio  or  for  framing.  Therefore  we 
have  had  prints  of  them  made  on  heavy  coated 
paper,  size  94  x  12i,  Artist's  Proofs,  Each 
will  contain  only  one  breed,  picture  and 
description.  The  expense  for  all,  if  gradually 
secured  by  our  readers,  will  never  be  felt, and 
they  win  have  the  most  perfect  oollectlou 
of  poultry  pictures  yet  produced. 


WE  HAVE  NOW  FOR  SALE 

Barred  Plymouth  Rock,  Cock  and  Hen. 
White  Wyandotte,  Cock  and  Hen. 
Partridge  Cochin,  Cock  and  Hen. 
Brown  Ijogliorn  (S.  C.)  Cock  and  Hen. 
Ijight  Brahma,  Cock  and  Hen. 
White  Faced  Black  Spanish. 
White  Plymoiit!:  liocks. 
Silver  W'yandottcs. 
Pekin  Ducks. 

Price  for  each  breed,  packed  in  a  strong 
mailing  tulio,  and  postpaid  to  any  address,  15 
cents;orany  three,  if  ordered  at  one  time, 30 
cents  in  two  cent  stamps. 

To  Any  Old  Subscriber  who  renews  and 
sends  us  one  new  subscription  to  P'arm- 
PouLTRY  with  cash  $2  for  both,  we  will  send 
three  of  the  pictures  postpaid  free  of  charge 
for  their  trouble. 

Send  all  orders  to 

FARM-POri.,TRY, 
22  Custoni  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

^  ^ITTiV'T'SIf"'"  l""  Square  feet, 
^  ^.  I         X  k5    Caps  and  Nails 

EXTRA  HEAVY 

FELT  ROOFING 

T;'TT>T?     Wind  .Hid  Water 
_r  JLI;kJ\«  I'roi.r.     ^;u:ii..<  free. 
A.  F.  SWAX,  lO'J  Fulton  St.,  K .  Y. 


5000 


PEKIN 

DUCKS! 

Kxtm  Good  l?rcedrrs. 

-^1.50  EACH'"  ""o;"u"V.:r.'^- 

POf.t.iKD'S  POI7I.TKY  F.AKM, 
I".  O.  Address, 'Joa  No.  Main  St..  rawtiicket,  K.  I. 
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Calendar  for  September. 

By  Ml!.  BOVEK. 

Buru  ;i  pouud  ot  siiiphiir  in  each  peu  the 
first  day  of  the  mouth,  so  vou  will  not  forget 
it. 

Clean  up  the  droppings  every  morning. 
Kerosene  the  roosts  and  nest  boxes  once  a 
week. 

Change  the  litter  in  the  nest  Ixixcs  every 
week  or  two,  and  sprinkle  lilpcnilly  with 
insect  powder. 

Scald  the  drinking  vessels  once  a  week. 

September  is  the  month  in  which  enterpris- 
ing fanciers  begin  their  fall  advertising. 
Poulterers  are  now  prepared  to  luiy.  They 
will  need  new  blood,  and  if  the  prices  and 
stock  are  right  the  business  can  have  a  good 
start  this  month.  The  fancier  who  delays  his 
advertising  is  apt  to  miss  gowl  orders. 

Of  course,  the  shipping  coops  were  built 
last  month,  but  if  not,  no  time  should  now  be 
lost.  Quick  sales  should  have  prompt  atten- 
tion. Orders  delayed  are  apt  to  cause  dissatis- 
faction. 

The  chicks  are  fast  maturing,  and  some  of 
the  early  hatched  pullets,  no  doubt,  are  laying. 
This  is  indeed  an  interesting  mouth  for  the 
poulterer.  The  stock  which  were  uu  expense 
to  him  during  the  summer  are  now  about  to 
yield  him  an  income.  The  pleasant  weather 
that  generally  rules  during  Sejitember  seems 
to  add  new  life  to  both  stock  antl  owner. 

The  moulting  season  has  pretty  well  begun. 
Even  iu  July  it  could  be  noticed  that  the 
plumage  of  the  fowls  was  looking  ragged,  and 
last  mouth  (iu  August)  soiue  of  the  fowls 
were  in  a  deplorable  looking  condition.  Moult- 
ing is  not  a  discMsc,  liut  it  is  a  condition  that 
will  invite  sickness  if  the  fowls  are  not  prop- 
erly fed  and  protected. 

The  plan  of  the  writer  is  to  put  Sheridan's 
Condition  Powder  in  the  soft  food  given  to 
moulting  fowls,  and  add  to  the  drinking  water 
an  iron  tonic  twice  a  week.  This  tonic  we 
make  as  follows : 

Take  two  pounds  of  new  cut  nails,  and  put 
them  into  a  gallon  jug.  Pour  over  them  a 
half-pint  of  strong  vinegar,  and  as  much  soft 
water  as  will  just  cover  the  nails.  Let  it  stand 
for  two  days,  shaking  occasionally  so  as  to 
rust  the  nails  in  every  part.  Then  fill  with 
water  to  make  a  gallon.  Put  about  a  half- 
cupful  in  about  a  gallon  of  drinking  water. 

Moulting  fowls  should  be  thoroughly  dusted 
with  insect  powder  so  as  to  kill  all  vermin ; 
and  kept  in  dry  quarters  at  night,  and  not 
allowed  to  be  caught  in  rain  showers  during 
the  day. 

The  feed  must  be  nutritious.  As  feathers 
are  largely  composed  of  nitrogen  and  mineral 
matter,  corn  is  an  improper  article — it  being 
too  carbonaceous.  If  the  fowls  are  given  a 
range  of  grass  land,  they  will  gather  much 
needed  food;  but  when  confined  to  yards, 
they  must  be  supplied  with  such  greens  as 
contain  sulphur,  like  cabbage  heads,  carrot 
tops,  white  clover  hay,  and  rape  seed. 

The  proper  food  consists  in  a  morning  mash 
made  from  bran  and  ground  oats,  equal  parts, 
to  which  add  Condition  Powder,  meat  scraps 
and  bone  meal. 

Green  cut  bone  can  lie  given  at  noon,  twice 
a  week.  On  days  when  the  bone  is  omitted, 
hemp  seed  and  sunflower  seed  can  be  altern- 
ated. 

In  the  evening,  alternate  feeds  of  whole  oats 
and  wheat.  Keep  a  cabbage  head  hung  within 
reach — and  do  not  neglect  the  grit  supply. 

This  is  another  good  month  for  caponizing. 

The  ducks  have  quit  laying,  and  there  are 
but  few  ducklings  on  hand.  Market  them  as 
sooB  as  they  are  old  enough.  When  the  runs 
are  empty  plow  up  the  ground,  and  sow  rye. 
It  is  an  e-xcellent  disinfectant. 

Chicks  hatched  this  month  can  be  forced 
ahead  so  as  to  make  desirable  Christmas 
poultry. 

Is  you  have  not  already  done  so,  take  the 
male  birds  away  from  the  moulting  females. 
They  moult  much  better  and  easier  when  alone, 
and  are  given  a  range. 

This  is  a  good  time  to  give  the  inside  of  the 
buildings  a  good  whitewashing.  AV'e  believe 
in  adding  a  new  coat  of  wash  four  times  a 
year.  If  you  add  an  ounce  of  carb.jlic  acid  to 
a  wooden  pail  of  wash  you  will  lie  having  an 
excellent  disinfectant  at  the  same  time. 

No  breed  will  contract  roup  so  readily  as 
the  Game,  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  no  fowl 
can  stand  more  hardships;  but  roup  i»  the 
crisis  for  them. 


Some  Random  Jottings. 

Written  for  Faum-I'oultky. 

A  good  way  to  feed  meat  to  chicks,  and  to 
mature  birds  as  well,  is  to  hang  up  bones  for 
them  to  peck  at,  leaving  enough  fiesh  on  these 
to  encourage  the  birds  to  work  hard  cleaning 
it  off.  Meat  fed  from  feed  troughs'  is  often 
bolted  too  rapidly,  and  some  fowls  have  a 
knack  of  gulping  down  more  than  their  share 
every  time  that  meat  is  put  before  the  flock; 
but  the  daugling,  sparsely  covered  bones  give 
all  a  fair  chance.  The  tougher  the  meat  the 
better. 


A  box  of  ground  bone,  ground  shell  and  fine 
grit,  with  a  little  salt  in  it,  is  handy  to  have  at 
hand  when  you  are  preparing  the  chicks' 
food.  'Tis  so  easy  to  sprinkle  a  handful,  (or 
whatever  is  the  right  quantity)  over  the  little 
fellows'  food,  and  it  saves  time  and  thought  to 
have  the  mixture  ready  made,  so  there's  no 
chance  of  forgetting  any  needed  ingredient. 


Chicks  and  ducklings  should  ;not  be  raised 
under  the  same  hen.  The  ducklings,  despite 
all  precautions  iu  keeping  them  from  water 
will  manage  to  get  more  or  less  wet  at  times, 
even  with  the  best  protected  drinking  foun- 
tains; then  if  they  crowd  under  the  hen, 
among  the  chicks,  they  wet  the  latter,  and 
make  things  uncomfortable  all  round. 


I  can  get  more  lively  exercise  out  of  even 
the  most  sluggish  birds  with  one  gill  of  millet 
than  I  can  with  a  quart  of  any  of  the  larger 
grains.  To  induce  much  scratching,  with  the 
latter,  it  is  necessary  to  rake  them  under  litter 
or  into  the  earth;  but  the  tiny  millet  seeds 
drop  out  of  sight  by  merely  throwing  them  on 
the  litter,  while  on  the  bare  ground  a  few 
kicks  of  a  boot  will  cover  them  with  earth 
and  start  the  flock  at  work  scratching  them 
up  again. 


After  all  is  said  and  done  about  poultry 
diseases  and  the  remedies  therefor,  a  good 
many  level  headed  poultrymen  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  best  medicine  chest, 
nine  times  out  of  ten,  is  the  one  that  contains 
only  a  hatchet. 


The  easy  way  to  keep  a  record  of  eggs  laid 
is  to  have  a  paper  for  the  purpose  tacked  up 
inside  each  hennery,  with  a  pencil  fastened  by 
a  string  alongside.  Then  the  record  is  made 
at  once ;  there's  no  waiting  till  you  get  to  the 
house  (by  which  time  you  may  forget  the 
number  taken  from  each  flock's  quarters)  and 
there's  no  hunting  for  "  something  to  write 
with,"  when  you  get  there. 


A  great  treat  for  the  hens,  once  in  a  long 
time,  is  an  old  dry  cheese  rind  to  pick  to  pieces 
and  sing  over  with  all  the  delight  of  a  gour- 
mand. Many  a  mild  case  of  diarrhoea  may  be 
checked  by  the  use  of  a  little  cheese. 


The  scratching  pens  used  for  chicks  still  in 
the  hens'  care  should  be  kept  as  free  as  possi- 
ble from  small  stones,  which  are  a  frequent 
and  usually  unsuspected  source  of  danger  to 
the  little  fledglings.  The  vigorous  "  scratch- 
scratch  "  of  the  industrious  and  well  meaning 
hen,  on  behalf  of  her  hungry  brood,  sometimes 
scatters  over  the  chicks  a  harmless  shower  of 
earth,  but  where  small  stones  —  perhaps  I 
should  say  large  pebbles— are  in  the  way,  they 
are  often  sent  flying  from  biddy's  powerful 
claws  with  the  force  of  a  catapult,  and  woe 
betide  the  hapless  chick  that  stands  in  the  way 
of  such  a  missile.  I  have  lost  three  of  my 
best  chicks  from  this  cause  this  spring.  About 
the  first  two  I  was  not  sure  at  the  time ;  but 
the  last  one  I  saw  "  knocked  out"  with  my 
own  eyes.  I  despise  sl.ang,  but  it  is  only  the 
exact  truth  to  say  that  this  little  victim  "  got 
it  right  in  the  neck,"  as  my  boys  say,  for  that 
is  just  where  the  fatal  stone  struck  him.  Then 
two  things  happened.  First,  I  recalled  the 
telltale  bruises  I  had  found  in  seeking  the 
cause  of  death  of  two  strong  healthy  chicks 
the  day  before.  Second,  I  got  my  rake,  and 
now  about  the  only  stones  left  in  that  yard 
are  bigger  than  cannon-balls,  or  smaller  than 
peas— but  I  lose  no  more  chicks  that  way. 

IMAN  O'VlCE. 


The  first  treatment  for  the  sick  fowl  is  to 
get  rid  of  the  lice.  No  medicine  will  take 
eflect  so  long  as  vermin  infest  the  sick. 


Poultry  Enemies. 

Rats,  Hawks,  Weasels,  Sliuks,  and  Skuukg. 

By  IIU.  KOYKK  . 

On  broiler  farms  rats  are  generally  the  worst 
enemies,  and  in  urder  to  get  the  lead  on  these 
pests  half-inch  wire  (mesh)  is  placed  undtrthe 
board  or  earth  flooring.  The  wire  is  attached 
to  the  joists  rather  loosely,  so  that  earth  can  be 
thrown  upon  it  to  tighten. 

A  well  trained  cat  will  keep  away  rat>,  but 
kitty  is  apt  to  forget  her  duties,  and  lie  an 
enemy  her.self.  AVe  have  trained  our  cats  to 
do  work  usually  about  the  buildings;  but 
we  have  broilers  and  chicks  generally  so  pro- 
tected that  the  cats  can  do  them  no  harm 
should  they  be  so  inclined. 

Hawks  in  some  sections  carry  away  a  lot  of 
young  chicks,  and  we  lost  many  while  living 
in  Virginia,  until  we  boimht  anil  traiin-d  a 
Collie  dog  to  keep  all  large  liirds  from  alight- 
ing on  the  premises,  and  from  that  time  on  we 
never  lost  a  chick  by  them. 

Mrs.  A.  L.  P.,  of  Leominster,  ^lass..  wiMtes  : 

"My  hen  house  is  dixided  into  two  rooms. 
The  first  is  filled  from  ground  to  sills  with 
stones  and  dirt  for  floor.  The  one  end  rests 
on  the  ground,  and,  owin^'  to  uneveimess,  the 
other  is  two  feet  aliox  e,  and  stone  iinder|iiii- 
ning.  In  first  division  1  had  forty-three  four 
weeks  old  chicks.  In  the  other  some  hall- 
grown  chicks  and  a  hen  with  ele\  en  little  fel- 
lows. One  day  seven  of  the  latter  were  mis- 
sing. I  founil  one  in  the  house  minus  a  bead. 
1  immediately  took  the  hen  and  reniainiiiu' I'onr 
out,  left  the  larger  ones  in  some  da\  >,  and  llien 
removed  them.  There  wi  re  holes  in  ihc  wall 
large  enough  so  those  little  c-liickens  sonielinir> 
crawled  out.  Nothing  could  get  into  the  lii-st 
division  when  closed,  only  through  fli<'  second 
division,  and  there  under  the  board  iiai  lition 
up  through  the  rocks.  'J'his  partil  ion  rxti  ndcd 
to  the  ground  only  iu  one  place.  At  the 
bottom,  a  triangnlai-  ]iiece  was  missing  on  the 
corner  of  one  board,  making  a  jilai'e  perlr.ips 
two  inches  across.  <_>ne  morning ,  Jn-t  a  w  eek 
after  my  seveit  disappeared,  I  opened  the 
door  to  find  the  chickens  scattered  amund 
dead,  one  dying,  one  lame,  one  ]iulled  up  on 
one  side  as  if  partially  blown  up  with  air,  and 
eighteen  seemed  all  right,  while  four  were 
entirely  gone.  The  legs  of  two,  and  several 
wings  were  scattered  around.  Some  of  the 
dead  showed  not  a  scratch  ;  many  had  bloody 
spots  on  the  side  of  the  head,  but  could  see  no 
mark  on  the  one  dying. 

"  I  was  told  it  must  be  a  skunk,  and  a  dead 
chicken  was  suspended  about  a  foot  from  the 
ground  over  a  trap,  and  nothing  was  dis- 
turbed. I  then  put  the  trap  over  the  hole 
above  the  broken  board,  and  in  the  morning 
there  sat  a  very  little  mouse,  caught  by  the 
tail.  They  still  say  it  was  a  skunk,  so  I  am 
waiting.    I  want  your  opiijion." 

We  believe  it  was  a  mink  or  weasel  that 
destroyed  the  chicks.  The  three  enemies 
most  common  in  the  country  are  weasels, 
minks  and  skunks.  It  is  said  that  if  a  place 
abounds  with  mice,  the  weasel  rarely  catches 
chickens;  but  after  they  once  get  a  taste,  they 
will  go  at  the  work  wholesale:  They  simply 
suck  the  blood,  and  pass  on  to  the  next.  It  is 
seldom  that  they  visit  the  same  yard  two 
nights  in  succession. 

The  mink  is  the  most  dreaded.  He  gener- 
ally carries  oft'a  portion  of  his  prey,  and  tries 
to  secrete  it.  A  peculiarity  of  the  animal  is 
that  he  always  returns  to  a  spot  where  he  has 
hidden  his  prey,  and  if  he  misses  it  is  apt  to 
hunt  around  for  it.   He  is  then  easily  caught. 

Then  comes  the  skunk,  a  visitor  that  gener- 
ally chooses  a  dark  and  rainy  night.  It  will 
eat  all  the  refuse  meat  and  scraps  that  can  be 
found,  and  when  the  supply  runs  out  will 
feast  on  the  chicks,  not  even  forgetting  the 
old  fowls.  They  eat  the  chickens  in  the  coop, 
and  never  carry  any  away  with  them.  As 
they  invariably  return,  they  can  be  easily 
trapped. 

It  is  a  bad  practice  to  set  poison  for  any  of 
these  enemies.  No  matter  how  carefully  it  is 
placed,  there  is  danger.  We  once  knew  a  lot 
of  grown  fowls  poisoned  by  eating  a  rat  that 
had  been  poisoned.  If  properly  concealed,  a 
trap  will  do  better  and  safer  work.  It  is  always 
well  to  carefully  look  over  the  coops  every  now 
and  then,  and  never  allow  the  smallest  hole  to 
go  unpatched. 

Never  dump  the  grain  down  to  the  fowls. 
Broadcast  it,  so  that  all  will  have  an  equal 
chance. 


Profitable  Potiltry  iu  Canada. 

\Vril!cn  for  l-  .v KM-I'oi  L 1 1:  V, 

I  have  read  Failm-J'oi  i,ri;v  u<ivv  going  on 
two  years,  with  gi  eat  inli  rest.  1  am  deiighled 
with  it,  and  eagerly  look  lor  it  wheu  the  time 
arri\ I's  for  it  to  come  to  baud.  'J'he  writings 
are  racy,  cli-iL  and  inlei-esting,  and  full  of 
valuable  information,  not  only  to  tho.-e  who 
keep  iioultry,  but  also  to  those  who  wish  to 
know  anything  of  their  nature  and  life. 

iloving  from  where  I  lived  for  the  past  two 
years,  I  had  to  part  with  my  flock  of  beauti- 
ful, rich,  full-bred  Plymouth  Locks,  lorly- 
three  in  number,  which  1  ke|)t  for  pleasure: 
but  I  hey  also  turned  out  a  soun  e  ol'  lireat  prolit. 
From  .lauuary,  ISIl,").  to  :\lairh.  ls;ri,  1  got  rid 
of  eleven  hens  that  were  ne-ting  alter  laying 
well  all  the  winter  lielore.  During  that 
j\lan-h,  the  reniaiuing  Ihiity-two  hens  laid 
se\eu  hiuadred  and  five  eggs. 

For  the  whole  year  to  .January  1st,  iSlli;,. 
after  paying  all  expenses,  I  had  left  a  little 
over  tw  o  dollai-s  and  tilty  cents  per  hen.  'I'his 
was  not  bad  to  do  in  our  cold  climate  here  dur- 
ing Ihi'  winter.  Fa i:m-1'i  ii  1. 1 1;  v  gave  me 
great  help. 

I  ne\er  had  a  sirk  In  ii  or  chick,  exce|iting 
one  hen  with  :i  ^^\l■il(■d  imp,  and  tied  was 
caused  by  straw  and  hay  in  large  w  ads,  stntVed. 
full,  and  which  I  opened  and  took  out  of 
crop ;  liut  she  died. 

I  am  now  without  )ioultry,  excepting  two' 
Plymouth  Kock  hens,  four  riynioiitli  Kiu  k 
chicks,  and  nine  A\  hite  Legliorn  chicks  — 
until  1  get  a  good  place  to  keep  a  nicellock.  1 
can  beat  all  around  here  with  raising  and  mak- 
ing poultry  pay. 

<  »ne  of  my  hens  took  charge  and  cai  ed  lor 
thii  teen  cliii  ks  of  her  own,  and  Ihirlecn  each 
liiliinL;ing  to  two  other  hens,  and  raised  to 
nialui  ily  the  w  hole  thirty-nine. 

I  take  good  care,  kei'ii  si  i'upu lously  rk  an  by 
cleainng  tw  ice  daily,  ti  ed  the  May  lii  >l,  give 
pure  water,  new  milk,  iu  fact,  everything 
sweet,  pure  and  good.  1  had  pullets  at  live 
months  and  three  days  old  laying.  All  ujy 
neighbors  came  and  w  ondered  at  such  big  fat 
beauties,  before  I  parted  with  them. 

1  am  astoidshed  to  read  such  words  as,  "poul- 
try raising  is  a  fake;"  -'no  profit  in  them."' 
AVhen  this  was  done  just  ineri  ly  lor  ]ileasure, . 
what  might  be  expected  when  one  gi\cs  his, 
w  hole  time  and  attention  to  poultry  care? 

< 'arleton,  St.  John,  X.  IS.      JollX  I)IxoN. 

A  Few  Compliments. 
Likes  It. 

I  Jil'e  your  paper,  iiiid  am  this  day  renew- 
ing my  subsci-iption,  w  hich  is  the  lie^t  guar- 
anty 1  can  gi\e  that  the  statement  is  true. 

Hemmiugford,  Can.  H.  J.  S. 

Likes  It  Much. 

I  have  been  a  constant  reader  of  F.Mor- 
Pi ifi;riiV  for  the  past  four  years,  and  like  it 
much.  G.  Bailicv. 

Alton,  Kansas. 

A  Welcome  Visitor. 

I  think  Fakm-Poui.tiiy  the  best  poultry 
paper  published,  and  worth  twice  the  subscrip- 
tion price.  It  is  a  welcome  visitor  to  our 
home.  P.  J.  K. 

Long  Island  City,  N.  Y. 

aiARKET  REVIEW. 

Poultry  and  Game.  —  There  was  not 
much  call  for  poultry  the  past  week,  but  the 
market  was  a  little  firmer,  and  better  prices 
-were  secured  where  the  quality  was  all  right. 
New  gee.se  are  now  on  the  market.  Ducks 
show  a  slight  decline. 

AVe  quote :  AVestern  turkeys,  ieed,  11  to  13c. 
New  England  chickens,  1.5  to  llSc.  New  Eng- 
land fowls,  11  to  12c. ;  western  iced  fowls,  9 
to  10c.  Geese,  new,  16c.  Pucks,  li  to  l.oc. 
Squabs,  $2  to  $2.50  dozen.  Pigeons,  $1.00  per 
dozen. 

Eggs. — Eggs  that  are  not  extra  nice  are 
rather  weak.  For  good  fresh  eggs  the  supply 
and  demand  are  about  equal,  although  the 
market  could  readily  handle  a  few  more  of 
high  cost  fancy  eggs.  Strictly  fi-esh  lots  are 
scarce,  and  some  fancy  marks  of  western  will 
conunand  a  premium  above  quotations. 

AVe  quote:  Fancy  nearby,  IT  to  18c. :  east-, 
ern  fresh,  15  to  16c. ;  best  western,  12  to  13c. 

You  can  find  no  better  market  for  some  of 
your  wheat  than  to  feed  it  to  your  kens. 
AVheat  is  i/te  egg  food. 


SOI 


Knm  i>  iJV  riioAiAs  \VKi<;nr. 


The  Swiss  >lon<laii>o. 

<  hir  oMiimt*nts  upon  the  I>uohe>s  peiietnilnl 
■  ~,  aiul  prouipteil 
■  r  of  the  alxive 
.  A    -t  u..  :  ;  ..:it  is  in  Mailisou, 

ln.l. : 

• -^Ir.  KHfor  — I  t;ike  the  Iil>erty.  after 
r>  _  '  t,:.'U  of  the  Duchess,  to  semi 
;  •    -111.  three  viseous.   The  olJ 

,-ht  for  nil-  in  Geneva,  Switzer- 
jounjj  one  is  a  fair  sample  of 
>  l.reeil.    I  senJ  lheu>  in  the  Imjx  iu 
H'V  came.    PU-ase  i>ass  your  opinion 
1  li  ;     lu'ver  seen  what  I  ronsiiler 
• '    r  i;.  .rk.  t  ;      ••lis.    They  l>re.-(l  anil  fee<l 
!■■  r;.  !  > .  au<l  arc  :i  iianly  variety,  utnl  I  feel 
t!i.  I      •Ill  lovini;  piililii' >houKi  haw  an  i<lea 

•  •f  tht  ir  merits  <»r  fault*.  U.  M.  (•." 

The  l.ir.l-  arriveil  safely  .luly  lOlh,  and  as 
.'I/.. I  at  theui  iu   the  l>ox,  tireil  ami 
hiiii_  -\ .  «p  at  om-e  saw  tnurh  to  ailniire— an<I 
W  i  ■  t!iem  wln  re  they  ooiiKl  n;itiinilly 

s:  •  It.  r  i|ualitie>.  we  ffa>te<l  our 

f    -  ■  .•111.    A  liroail  rhe,-t«-<l  liinl,  as 

._.iin  a.i  the  lan;est  Ilomor;  short  on 
it  _- ;  \  •  !;•.«-  or  i-reaui  in  i-olor:  tliiht  in  feather; 
a  «::_-lit  <  rest;  chulil^y  as  a  ball ;  nuiootb  le^, 
n'>  -i-ii  <if  feathers  l>elow  the  hock  ;  [>earl  eye; 
no  fer>'  whatever;  docile  aud  inteiliirent,  it  at 
once  ■'••miuen Jit  it<4-lt  to  our  eye  «.s  the  most 
•••iTiii'l.  tf  sijuab  bird  we  have  ever  seen.  It 

•  ••iiii!^:in  »  favorably  for  size  with  the  Klort^n- 
tine,  but  is  a  l>ett«T  l>ird,  as  the  Klorentines 
are  very  apt  to  run  dark  in  plumage.  We 
can  .•>ee  but  little  nee.l  of  usini;  auy  cros.s 
upon  it,  :ls  it  breeds  tnie,  unl<—s  it  may  lie  to 
improve  the  variety  we  may  use. 

The  whit<>  Uoman  Hunt  is  a  !;ooi|  liodied 
binl  of  alHiut  the  same  size  and  proportion  of 
Vnly  meat  as  the  .<wlss  Mon^laine,  but  'tis 
not  the  inviting  specimen  of  solidity  as  this 
binJ. 

(.'oueeming  its  more  important  points  of 
merit,  ita  brectlinj;  qualities,  our  informant 
8ay.■^:  '•  I  have  Homers,  and  this  binl  breeds 
as  often,  and  raises  its  young  as  fat  as  butter 
balls." 

.Since  it  has  l)een  our  good  fortune  to  have 
these  .-pecimen>.  we  have  taken  pleasure  in 
showing  them  to  many  men  who  are  interested 
in  market  and  fancy  i)igeons,  and  in  every 
instance  they  are  at  om  e  captivated  by  their 
appearance,  so  solid  and  substantial.  The 
first  crosa  of  Runt  and  Homer  has  about  the 
same  liody  as  fara-s  size  is  concerned,  but  the 
shortness  of  leg  and  broad  chest  gives  it  au 
appea  ance  even  more  inviting  than  the  Kunt- 
Homer.  We  have  not  owned  them  lougenough 
to  pass  an  opinion  of  the  activity ;  but  as  far 
as  l>eing  companionable,  we  never  saw  a  more 
agreeable  and  happy  bird  in  captivity — and 
this  natural  virtue  must  add  to  its  merits  as  a 
breeder.  Another  feather  in  its  cap  i.s  that  it 
never  throws  any  birds  darker  than  yellow, 
and  generally  they  are  a  light  cream. 

In  conclusion,  while  this  most  importaut 
subje<  t  of  the  Ijest  stock  for  market  purposes 
is  arresting  the  attention  of  int«;lligent  breed- 
ers, we,  a.s  advocates  of  everj"  step  toward  its 
advancement,  are  willing  to  advi.'se  and  criti- 
cise until  this  country  can  show  as  perfect 
specimens  as  can  our  cousins  in  England  or 
on  the  continent.  To  do  this  we  mu.st  keep  at 
work,  even  if  it -takes  years  to  i)erfect  our 
plans. 


Canker  Again. 

This  subject  is  one  that  needs  attention 
more  than  all  otheR;  and  as  we  have  lately 
had  a  few  ca.ses  of  our  own,  we  shall  briefly 
give  an  opini'.n  as  to  the  cau.ses.  Xo  reliable 
authorities  a_'ree  as  to  its  cause,  but  all  admit 
it  is  one  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  in  the 
breeding  of  pigeons.  We  claim  it  may  be 
attributed  to  feeding  too  freely  of  com  and 


c,-irbonaceou.->  ccn-als,  c>cposun»  to  dampness 
and  draughts,  and  to  lilthy  ijuartcrs. 

We  have  a  coop  10  x  .s  we  bought  in  the 
spring,  which  hail  l>een  use<l  to  keep  a  cow  in. 
It  has  ]<laiik 'floor,  spaicd  bctwci  u  id:inks,ii.) 
windows  in  it.  and  practically  as  exposed  as 
out  of  door>.  Ill  this  <  oop  we  have  not  raised 
a  single  youngster,  nor  expected  to.  We 
exchanged  eggs  when  laid  to  other  coop>. 
The  binls  haUdied,  and  came  up  all  right. 

We  Irieil  sevenil  pairs,  and  in  every 
instance  the  young  in  ex|iOsod  cw>p  were 
altiickod  by  this  throat  canker,  and  provid 
licyond  a  doubt  in  this  ca.se  too  much  expo- 
sure was  the  cau.su.  \Vc  n'Uiovcd  live  pairs  of 
these  breeilcrs  to  another  tight  coop,  properly 
venlihiteil.    .\11  have  young  doing  well. 


The  Truth  About.  Squnbs. 
.Mr.  Editor:— The  following  fragmentjiry 
notes  upon  the  article  appearing  in  the  Viijcun 
Fonrij,  of  July  21st,  namely,  '-Squabs  for 
Market."  may  be  somewhat  incomplete,  how- 
ever 1  trust  you  will  give  tliem  whatever 
con.siderafion  you  think  they  deserve.  No 
intelli'.'ent,  <-onscientions  per>on  would  ever 
attempt  to  make  au  innocent  pigeon  acces.sory 
to  a  falseliixxl  by  making  it  appear  to  be  far 
le.ss  prtxluclive  than  it  really  is.  He  who  docs 
such  a  thing  is  thrice  <-ruel,  for  he  not  only 
be>min-lies  the  pigeon's  moral  character,  so  to 
speak,  but  he  rol's  the  pigeon  of  some  of  the 
rewanls  it  might  gain  from  an  unbelieving 
public. 

I  mention  one  or  two  of  the  questions  aii^l 
answers  in  the  article  signed  '•  JIcKay."  One 
wa.- to  McKay,  by  "Mown  Kastcr."  "How 
many  pairs  jmm"  year,  on  au  average,  will  one 
pair  of  Homers  breed  ?  "  .■Vnsv\-er,  '•  .six  pairs." 
Now  to  any  one  who  has  the  slightest  knowl- 
etlge  aliout  pigeons,  bow  this  answer  must 
make  them  smili',  for  I  can  proiluce  facts  to 
show  that  the  average  is  nearer  ten  pairs.  I 
can  give  any  one  whomay  desire  the  addresses 
of  parties  in  the  business  who  will  uphold  me 
in  the  above  statements. 

Another  question  was,  "What  is  the  value 
of  a  good  pair  of  breeding  Homers;-''  Answer, 
"  (Jne  dollar." 

If  you,  I,  or  any  one  el>e  visit  any  breeder 
and  ask  to  be  shown  Homers  for  breeding 
squabs  for  market  purposes,  that  will  breed, 
select  what  we  desire,  ask  the  price,  would  it 
be  one  dollar  per  pair?  Well,  I  .should  say 
not.  T  venture  to  say  it  would  be  two,  three, 
or  perhaps  four  dollars  per  pair;  and  in  a 
great  many  ca.ses  it  would  be,  "I  do  not  care 
to  sell  at  any  price."  Would  such  bear  him 
out  iu  his  answers  in  Piyeon  Fancy?  I  leave 
it  for  you  and  your  readers  to  reply.  I  simply 
ask  you  to  look  at  it  from  a  reasonable  point 
of  view.  It  is  easy  for  some  people  to  write 
comments  au^  answers;  but  when  you  come 
down  to  the  real  business  transaction,  where 
dollars  count,  then  you  will  learn  tue  true 
feelings  of  such  persons  in  regard  to  the  real 
value  of  what  they  have  for  sale. 

But  what  is  the  use  of  talking  about  such 
comments  as  the.se?  It  is  simply  this : — either 
the.se  questions  and  answers  are  written  to 
try  and  kill  a  busine.ss  which  you  and  I,  and 
hundreds  of  others  know  to  be  a  jjaying  one, 
or  by  some  one  who  does  not  know  what  they 
are  writing  about— so  let  us  say  to  all  begiu- 
ners  that  there  is  an  old  .saying,  "Genius  sees 
opposition  everywhere,  aud  yet  strikes  a  bal- 
ance." 

I  will  go  still  further,  and  state  when  a  man 
well  informed  on  pigeons  and  things  relative 
to  same,  after  only  a  few  minutes  inspection 
of  such  a  collection  of  pigeons  as  you  may 
find  in  any  successful  man's  coops,  says, 
"What  a  very  bad  lot;  they  are  all  scrubs;" 
or  when  another  of  no  less  intelligence  says, 
"  There  is  only  now  and  then  a  good  one,"  it 
docs  not  mean  that  the  aspiring  beginner  is  all 
wrong  in  looking  upon  these  men  as  leading 


exponents  of  all  that  i.s  gooil  in  the  pigeon 
busine.v..  It  merely  means  that  they,  great  as 
they  may  be,  do  not  know  llicni>clves  oi-  the 
source  of  their  own  i)ower,  do  not  rccogni/e 
atlirniation  as  the  only  life  giving  element  in 
human  thought  or  speech,  and  can  Ihcrcl'oie 
in  their  unconscious  or  inspired  moments 
furnish  the  1  rue  mental  pabulum  for  beginners, 
not  as  critics,  but  as  enthusiasts,  do  they  serve 
the  world,  which  to  a  man  they  wouUl  deny. 

I  have  personally  known  pigeon  fanciers  who 
mistook  their  anti-pathetic  thoughts  for 
thoughts  not  of  action  but  of  criticism,  and  as 
a  critical  or  auli-pathctic  mood  is  a  dwelling 
on  lacks  and  shortcomings,  aud  a  seeking 
after  that  w  hich  is  not.  1  will  have  to  think 
that  these  parties  who  at  present  are  writing 
their  thoughts  arc  of  the  kind  just  described; 
so  let  us  say  to  all  who  may  desire  to  start 
raising  squabs  for  market,  purchase  a  few 
pairs  of  good  Homers  from  any  reliable  party, 
follow  the  in>tructioiis  in  K.vu.M-rol'LTKY, 
and  if  at  the  end  of  twelve  months  they  don't 
lind  a  balance  on  the  right  side  of  the  book, 
then  they  too  can  join  the  stall'  of  the  J'ii/con 
F<i)ir!/,  and  show  to  us  people  who  have  made 
a  success  that  we  arc  doing  wrong  to  continue 
in  the  business. 

Inclosing  let  me  add,  it  the  present  talk 
upon  this  question  of  raising  s(|uabs  for 
uiarket  purposes  docs  nothing  else  il  will  help 
to  tcai  h  some  persons  that  even  though  the 
noble  Ilomcrcau  not  talk,  it  has  friends  who 
can  proclaim  its  rights  before  a  thinking 
public. 

Facts  pertaining  to  the  subject  of  breeding 
squabs  for  market  have  been  do\\nt roiblcn  too 
long,  and  we  have  not  always  replied,  and  in 
this  case  what  we  have  said  is  merely  to  let 
the  truth  be  heard  in  regard  to  this  subject. 
We  wish  the  Piijcon  Fdiirij  all  the  sur'ccss  it 
can  possibly  attain;  but  a  niercifiil  man  is 
merciful  to  his  paper.        W.  L.  j\I<>li<;.\N. 

Newton  Highlands,  JIass.,  .July  '2:!,  l.SiKi. 

[The  above  letter  conies  from  the  pen  of  a 
breeder  whose  experience  so  far  seems  to 
exceed  the  estimate  given  in  our  contcniporary 
on  squabs  for  market,  and  when  we  have 
more  space  we  shall  endeavor  to  verify  the 
statements  ma<le  by  our  own  experience",  as 
well  as  that  of  others. —  Ed.] 

Questions  iiii<!  Answers. 

A  lieeinner's  OiicKtioiiR. 

Mr. Editor:— I  liavc  Just  ciiniinenced  l<)  keep  pig- 
cons,  ami  waul  to  i«ni)W  liow  to  <li>  It  l  iKlit. 

Isl.  Wiitre  pigeons  liavc  lllici  ly,  wlicrc  Is  Uic  licst 
place  to  pill  llifir  water  and  fooiiV 

2il.  tilvc  best  fCKi  for  wluler  anil  suninicr  nionllis. 

oil.  How  inaiiy  times  ami  wlial  time  ol  ilay.  .slioulil 
pijrcons  lie  feci? 

4tli.  Wliat  extra  care  is  necessary  In  winlcr? 

•'jtii.  Will  sawdust  be  a  good  floor  covering? 

6lli.  How  often  sliould  pigeons  baiiie,  and  should 

II  Iji;  taken  In  or  oiilside  llie  iofl? 

7th.  Arc  pigeons  <)uanclsonie  In  nesting  rinartcr.'i 
if  proper  care  is  given  ?  15.  M.  C. 

Battle  Creek,  Midi. 

1st.  Drinking  water  inside  loft;  food 
should  never  be  kept  before  them. 

2d.  For  winter,  fi-eshly  cracked  or  small 
whole  corn,  red  wheat,  and  Canada  peas, 
equal  parts,  with  20  per  cent  of  amount  neces- 
sary to  feed  your  flock,  of  hemp  seed.  Sum- 
mer, reduce  corn,  and  make  up  the  amount  of 
wheat  aud  peas  with  only  five  per  cent  hemp. 
Give  all  bread  crumbs  you  plea.se. 

3d.  For  market,— three  times  — 7  A.  if., 
12  M.,4.;30  P.  M.  For  fancy,  twice  — 8  A.M., 
i  P.  M. 

4th.  Have  cote  as  warm  as  possible,  and 
avoid  dampness  and  draughts. 

5th.  No,  it  is  the  worst  thing  you  can  use 
unless  floors  are  damp;  then  use  it  only 
temporarily  to  absorb  moisture.  Sand  is 
proper. 

6th.  In  summer  as  often  as  they  please;  in 
winter  once  or  twice  per  week  —  out  of  doors 
in  the  sun. 

7th.  No,  if  proper  provision  is  made 
against  crowding,  aud  a  view  to  their  comfort 
is  observed. 


A  Coiiiiiion  Failure. 

.Mr.  Editor:— I  liave  about  si.xty  pairs  of  common 
pigeons,  iu  a  pen  ii  x  hS;  plenty  of  windows  and  fiesli 
air.  I  iiave  iiad  iliem  since  Febru.iry.  but  have  sold 
only  about  S4  of  squabs;  and  have  lost  from  various 
causes  about  seventy-five  squabs.  Tliey  seeiii  to  die 
after  having  been  out  of  the  uest  .nhout  a  week,  and 
some  liavc  a  very  foul  smell.  I  feed  cracked  corn, 
wheat  screenings,  and  bread,  and  keep  them  conlined. 

Olney,  Pa.  K.  K. 

If  you  had  read  F.\ini-Pot:LTRY  relating  to 
common  pigedus,  you  would  at  once  have  sub- 


stituted soiMi'  Oilier  \  aricpy.  ( 'uniiiuin  pigeons, 
being  iincared  for,  :is  a  rnle,;ire  blood  rel;i- 
tious,  and  give  no  satisfaction,  but  are  a  con- 
tinuous bill  of  expense,  seldom  rearing  their 
young,  and  producing  lots  of  diseased  speci- 
mens. Your  trouble  is  from  this  cause;  and 
we  would  advise  to  begin  by  getting  rid  of 
them,  and  replacing  with  Homers.  Feed  good 
sound  red  wheat,  and  not  screenings,  and  you 
will  make  money.  The  longer  you  keep  wli:it 
you  have  the  poorer  you  will  become,  and  will 
need  to  h;ivc  a  hospital  ;ill  the  time 


Various  Qiie8tioii8. 

Mr.  Editor:— riease  answer  the  following  f|tiesiions 
in  your  next  issue. 

1st.  Is  one  aud  Ihreo-fourths  lbs.  per  jiair  a  fair 
weight  for  averagi'  si|uabs,  as  they  leave  the  nest 

'.'d.  Would  it  be  all  rigid  to  male  togetiiii  tlie 
progeny  of  unrelated  pigeons? 

Sd.  How  many  pairs  mated,  could  I  keep  in  a  loft 
properly  fqulpped,  ll.v.'0,  G  ft.  liigh,  willi  an  aviary 
S.V.'O? 

4th.  l>o  while  squabs  eonini.'iuil  :i  higher  price  lhaii 
colored  ? 

5th,  How  much  tirolit  per  pair  ought  eonlined  i»ig- 
eons  to  yield,  Willi  squabs  at  SL.'.O  lo  $'_'..jO  per  d«i/en, 
ami  wlie;it  ninety  cents;  corn  seventy-live  ends; 
peas  nliiely  cents  i»cr  Iiushel ;  mill<-t  live  cents  per 
(lound?  F.  H.T. 

Mauliiis  N.  Y. 

Isl.  Yes,  though  Homers  iiie  lieiug  bred  to 
produce  larger. 

'id.  No;  iicst  males  should  never  be  mated. 

3d.  Sixty  pairs  or  more,  acconling  to  height. 

4lh.  In  some  nnirkets;  but  where  squabs 
;ire  dressed,  Silver,  Uliie  and  Chequers  of 
either  are  just  as  salable. 

bth.  We  claim  under  ordinary '  circum- 
stances a  pair  of  good  breeding  Homers  give 
a  prolit  of  |2  per  year;  but  your  low  price 
for  sipiabs  and  excessive  price  of  peas  reduces 
your  profit  to  about  Sil..50  per  pair.  Figure 
up  for  yourself,  and  let  us  know. 

Fall  Flying. 

Mr.  Kdilor:— 1  have  about  a  ilozen  young  ones  I 
wcnilil  like  to  tly ;  hut  don't  know  w  hat  course  lo  fly 
them  over.  How  far.  ami  iu  wiiat  dire<:Iion,  should 
you  aih  lse  for  an  aiuatt-ur  lo  begin  Willi  V 

Ncwion,  Mass.  F.  L.  SI. 

We  are  opposed  to  excessive  flying  of  \oung 
birds.  If  your  young  were  hjilched  along  in 
April  or  May,  and  are  in  good  feather,  we 
wouUl  advise  a  seventy-five  or  one  hundred 
mile  fly,  divided  into  about  five  or  six  libera- 
tions. Fir.sl,  three  miles  in  all  four  points  of 
the  compass  from  home;  then  choose  the  direc- 
tion you  will  fly  (south  or  soiilh-wcst  we  like 
best),  aud  send  them  six  miles  in  that  direction, 
as  they  will  have  been  three  already.  Having 
returned  from  six  miles,  give  twelve,  twenty- 
five,  fifty,  seventy-live,  one  hundred.  This  is 
far  enough  to  fly  any  young  bird  first  year. 
Next  year  give  three  hundred.  Third  year 
five  hundred  or  more  if  you  can  get  them  to  do 
it.  Don't  fly  them  after  September  first,  as 
gunners  and  hawks  are  numerous. 

.•KiKNTS  wallll  d  at  the  Qc AKEK  CiTV  I'OCLTUY 

ANL)  I'H.i.ii.v  F.\i!M,  Telford,  Pa.       rite  for  terms. 

30  V.iKIETIK.S  Poultry;  1.5  rige<m5.  Birds  for 
sale  elieap.  Eggs  *1  per  15.  4c.  for  tino  catalogue. 
Circular  tree.  .1.  I>.  SOUDElt,  Telford.  Pa. 

WH.  HOMEK.S.  Speedy,  rcliahle'birds  at  reasona- 
ble prices.    H.  E.  Kline.  24i!  .Marsliail  St.,  Pliila..  Pa. 


HOMEKS.— Well  bred  birds  at  reasonable  prices. 
M.E.  liUKLINGAME,  -.'1)0  Smltli  St.,  Providence,  U.I. 


MONDAIN'ES.  I  have  three  pairs  of  this  excellent 
Squab  >tock  for  sale  at  S-'i  per  pair.  Also  Swallows 
■■Liid  .M^i:;|>ii  ~  i  lii-^ip.    11.  M.  lidOi.l).  Ma.li~..ii.  iml. 

DRiOOKS  m  HOIDEBS. 

Gutnl  ^tf'ck  at  reasonable  prices. 

G.  K.  BAYLE>  104^  H;ict  -  I ..  Fhiladelphia,  Fa. 
HOMINa   AND   OTHER  PIGEONS  FOR 
SALE  OK  EXCHANGE. 

My  Homing  blood  conipriM*s  sonic  of  tlio  most  reli- 
able strains  in  Ibe  world.  Hir(Is>vith  records  from  'M^ 
totiOO  miles.  Parties  wauiinjf  thoroiij^hty  jrood  slock  Ht 
fair  prlfos  can  re!v  ii|nm  my  stud  of  bretders;  alM: 
oilier  biriis  «»n  band  for  sale  al  all  limes,  ("ireular  Inr 
2c.  stump.  Homiii^r  I'i^reous  iu  excbanire  for  jrood 
laying  fowls, 

TIIOS.  WRIGHT,  Medford,  Mass. 

NEW  ENGLAND 

PouliigiFruKFafiiis 

Wanted  for  sale,  exchanpo.  or  to  rent,  with  privilege 
of  buyiug.   We  have  a  constant  call. 

FOR  SALE, 

Several  choice  Kruit  an<l  roiillry  Farms  near  New 
York  and  Pbiladclpbia  niarkeis. 

A4idress        MASS.  FLOCGHM AN. 

or  J.  A.  M  II.I.FY. 
178  Devonshire  St.,  Rostou,  iUass. 
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EDITORIAL. 


The  Government  Bulletins. 
A  reader  of  F.-P.  residing  in  Canada,  wrote 
ii.s  to  a.sk  if  he  ootild  get  a  copy  of  ljulletin 
No.  1  of  the  Pivisiou  of  Entomology,  U.  S. 
Depai-tnient  of  Agrieulture,  mentioned  iu 
these  pages  a  short  time  ago.  In  answer  to 
our  enquiry  sent  to  the  Bureau,  Mr.  Howard 
writes  that  the  copies  of  that  bulletin  ("  The 
Honey  Bee")  available  for  free  distribution, 
are  e.Khaiisted  ;  but  that  copies  may  be  obtained 
from  congressmen,  by  application  to  them,  a 
special  edition  having  been  printed  for  their 
use. 

Foreign  readers  desirous  of  obtaining  copies 
may  l-ie  glad  to  leant  that  they  can  buy  them 
for  0tfeeu  cents  each  of  the  Superintendent  of' 
Documents,  Gov"t  Printing  Office,  Union 
P.iiilding,  Washington,  D.  C.  Remittances 
may  be  made  in  coin  or  by  money  order. 
The  Fancier  Makes  a  Change. 

The  American  Fancier  for  July  25tli, 
makes  the  announcement  that  H.  C.  Norton 
has  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  paper  to  J.  B. 
Rogers,  manager  ot  the  Harris  Publishing 
(Jompany,  New  York  city.  The  Fancier 
having  outgrown  the  ability  of  one  man  to 
handle  both  the  business  and  editorial  depart- 
nlcnls,  and  ^Ir.Xorton's  other  business  inter- 
ests prc\eiiliiig  his  taking  an  active  part  in 
the  all':iirs  ol'  the  pulilication,  the  above  deal 
was  roiisMiiiiiialc  d.  Mr.  Rogers  will  assume 
entire  i-oijfrol  of  the  business  department, 
.1.  H.  1  )revcnsteilt  confining  himself  solely  to 
the  editorial  work. 

FAi;M-P(>ri,ri;Y  wishes  the  new  firm  all  the 
prosperity  it  deserves.  \Ve  know  nothing 
about  the  business  ability  of  .Mr.  Rogers,  yet 
the  responsible  position  he  has  held  should 
certainly  havegiven  him  thattactso  necessary 
to  make  the  venture  all  the  more  profitable. 
As  for  Mr.  Drevenstedt,  as  editor,  his  ability 
'  is  too  well  known  in  that  line  to  <"i]I  for  any 
praise  from  us.  There  isproljably  no  poultry 
cilitor  or  writer  in  the  country  who  possesses 
as  wide  a  circle  of  friends  as  he  does.  His 
writings  have  that  sharp,  practical  style  about 
them  which  make  them  all  the  more  interests 
fructive. 


A  Fancier  of  Many  Breeds. 

In  the  July  15th  issue  Farm-Poultry 
editorially  called  attention  to  an  article  written 
by  Elbert  Wakeman,  of  New  York  city,  and 
made  some  comment  upon  the  opinion 
expressed  therein.  Mr.  Wakeman,  in  his  con- 
tribution gave  a  letter  from  a  seller  of  eggs, 
which  upon  the  very  face  was  stamped  the 
work  of  either  a  huckster  or  a  poor  poultry- 
man.  We  are  not  acquainted  with  the  party 
referred  to,  and  only  drew  our  conclusions  from 
the  facts  /jreseuted  in  Mr.  Wakeman's  contri- 
bution. We  firmly  believe  that  two-thirds  of 
the  men  who  follow  out  the  fall  fairs  and  the 
smaller  poultry  shows  with  ten,  twenty,  thirty 
or  more  breeds  of  fowls,  are  hucksters;  that 
is,  they  buy  up  birds  of  different  breeds  on  the 
eve  of  these  shows,  and  cart  them  from  one 
place  to  another  the  entire  season.  If  they 
receive  any  orders  for  eggs  or  stock,  they  buy 
of  the  parties  from  whom  they  purchased  their 
exhibition  stock. 

We  do  not  know  the  party  to  whom  Mr. 
Wakeman  refers  iu  his  article,  nor  how  he  con- 
ducts his  business.  The  mere  fact  that  he  is 
dealing  in  almost  all  varieties  of  fowls,  hurts 
his  reputation  as  a  fancier.  Where,  in  this 
country,  can  be  found  the  poultryman  who 
has  gained  a  reputation  with  a  long  string  of 
breeds?  Thompson,  Hawkins,  Bright,  Brad- 
ley Bros.,  and  others,  are  known  as  the  Ply- 
mouth Rock  men ;  that  is,  to  that  variety  alone 
are  their  names  attached.  No  matter  how 
many  other  breeds  they  might  adopt,  to  that 
particular  variety  alone  will  they  be  generally 
recognized.  Mr.  Hawkins  has  some  of  the 
finest  Silver  and  White  Wyandottes  in  the 
country,  and  Mr.  Bright  has  grand  Brown 
Leghorns,  yet  whenever  the  names  of  these 
men  are  referred  to  it  is  to  the  one  breed  upon 
which  their  reputation  is  built. 

Take  Mr.  Felch  :  The  name  of  I.  K.  Felch  is 
identical  with  that  of  the  Light  Brahma,  and 
no  matter  how  many  other  varieties  he  may 
adopt, he  cannot  command  the  tradeand  prices 
for  any  that  he  can  for  his  Brahmas —  and  the 
same  is  true  of  Williams,  Cotney,  Burnham, 
Sharp,  Purdue,  and  others. 

AVe  talk  of  Daniel  Pinckney,  as  the  Houdan 
man;  of  the  Sharp  Bros.,  as  the  Buft"  Cochin 
men;  of  Mitchell,  as  the  Partridge  Cochin 
man;  of  Hamilton,  as  the  Polish  man;  of 
Pierce  Bros.,  as  the  Game  men;  of  Northup 
as  th3  Minorca  man :  and  so  on. 

So  much  for  reputations  and  how  they  are 
built. 

Personally,  we  believe  that  no  man  can 
breed  and  care  for  more  than  three  varieties, 
unless  they  belong  to  one  family.  For 
instance,  a  man  may  take  Leghorns,  and 
include  every  variety  in  that  class.  Practically 
the  same  standard  will  govern  them  all.  But 
if  he  chooses  six  varieties  from  six  different 
classes,  he  is  very  apt  to  "  bite  off  more  than 
he  can  chew."  The  late  Fr.ancis  A.  Mortimer 
once  said  to  the  writer,  "  I  think,  if  a  man 
takes  up  one  breed  and  gives  it  a  thorough 
study,  and  brings  that  to  the  highest  type,  he 
has  a  life-long  job  on  his  hands,  and  no  time 
to  take  care  of  another.''  There  is  certainly  a 
lot  of  truth  in  that. 

Mr.  Wakeman,  in  his  letter  tells  of  a  man 
who  breeds  prize  birds  from  seventy  varieties. 
We  ask  the  question  of  all  true  fanciers,  is  it 
possible  for  a  man  to  standard-breed  seventy 
different  varieties?  There  are  very  few 
judges  who  can  properly  judge  [that  many 
breeds  —  and  how  can  one  man  give  them  the 
scientific  mating  that  they  must  have  if  they 
are  to  be  placed  on  exhibition  in  competition 
with  birds  that  come  from  farms  where  only 
one  or  two  varieties  are  kept? 

It  is  possible  at  times  for  prize  birds  to  crop 
out  of  haphazard  matings.  The  finest  Silver 
Wyandotte  cockerel  we  ever  saw  came  from 
a  yard  not  mated  for  good  results,  and  in 
which  all  the  rest  of  the  young  stock  would 
be  considered  culls  by  a  true  fancier.  Yet 
right  among  that  lot  of  culls  came  a  prize  bird, 
and  it  was  a  winner. 

We  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  man  who 
wants  to  do  business  that  way ;  but  we  advise 
beginners  to  steer  clear  from  all  such  methods, 
for,  in  Farm-Poultry'.s  experience,  the 
most  complaints  come  to  the  door  of  the  man 
who  keeps  more  than  one  variety.  The  feed 
and  care  to  produce  the  best  results  in  a  Leg- 
horn would  not  fit  the  case  of  a  Plymouth 
Rock;  and  each  class  will  need  some  changes 
in  the  method  of  keeping,  if  strong  fertile  eggs 
are  required.  Can  the  man  of  many  varieties 
understand  all  that?   We  hardly  think  so. 


The  FaU  Shows. 

The  poultry  show  at  the  Mt.  Gretna  Agri- 
cultural, Mechanical  and  Industrial  Exposi- 
tion, to  be  held  at  Mt.  Gretna  Park,  Lebanon 
County,  Pa.,  August  17—21,  inclusive,  prom- 
ises to  be  a  success.  This  exhibition  will 
practically  open  the  show  season,  and  the 
excellent  management,  under  the  supervision 
of  M.  B.  Blauch,  have  made  extensive  prepar- 
ations to  make  this  start  a  good  one.  The  Mt. 
Gretna  show  for  Pennsylvania,  with  the 
Hagerstown  for  Maryland,  and  the  Newburgh 
for  New  York,  will  open  a  new  era  in  poultry 
departments  at  agricultural  fairs  for  the 
middle  and  southern  states.  All  three  of 
these  will  be  in  themselves  equal  to  exclusive 
poultry  exhibitions. 

It  is  certainly  a  good  thing  to  have  our  agri- 
cultural societies  take  such  a  keen  interest  in 
poultry  affairs,  and  thus  follow  in  the  wake  of 
the  displays  held  annually  at  Providence  and 
Worcester.  We  really  believe  that  creditable, 
poultry  exhibitions  at  state  fairs  carry  a  wider 
influence  for  good  than  the  minor  exclusive 
afl'airs,  as  the  farmer  is  thus  acquainted  with 
the  appearance  and  value  of  the  different 
breeds,  and  is  encouraged  in  keeping  thor^ 
oughbreds. 

The  judges  announced  for  the  Mt.  Gretna 
show  are  Sharp  Butterfield,  J.  H.  Dreven- 
stedt, G.  O.  Brown,  W.  J.  Stanton,  and  T.  F. 
McGrew.  The  cooping  will  be  done  by  the 
Spratt's  Patent. 

As  the  Reading,  Pa.,  poultry  show  will  not 
be  held  this  year,  in  order  that  the  patronage 
from  that  section  can  be  given  to  the  New 
York  show,  Christmas  week,  the  Mt.  Gretna 
will  probably  lead  in  Pennsylvania,  with  the 
West  Chester,  AVilkesbarre,  Titusville,  Scran- 
ton,  and  Alleutown  competing  for  second 
place. 

The  Spokane  Poultry  Interests. 

Farm-Poultry  enjoyed  a  pleasant  (but 
brief)  visit  from  D.  H.  Dwight,  of  Spokane, 
Wash.,  last  month.  Mr.  Dwight  was  east  on 
a  business  trip,  and  took  occasion  to  drop 
down  to  Natick  to  see  Judge  Felch,  and  pay 
his  respects  to  Farm-Poultry. 

Mr.  Dwight  was  the  "  moving  spirit"  at  the 
first  exhibition  given  last  year  by  the  Spokane 
Poultry  Association,  which  was  a  great  suc- 
cess, paying  all  expenses,  paying  for  the  coops 
and  fixings,  and  leaving  a  balance  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars  in  the  treasury.  The  coming 
season  has  even  brighter  prospects.  Much 
credit,  too,  is  due  Chas.  Liftchild,  H.  Bolster, 
E.  L.  Everett,  H.  C.  Blair  and  V.  H.  Brown, 
for  the  success  of  last  year's  show. 

They  are  decimal  score  card  people  out  there 
in  Spokane,  and  a  flourishing  chapter  of  the  1. 
D.  S.  C.  A.  has  been  organized,  with  Y.  H. 
Brown  as  president,  and  Chas.  Liftchild  as 
secretary. 

Farm-Poultry  is  under  obligations  to  Jfr. 
Dwight  for  a  copy  of  a  work  entitled, "  A  Race 
for  Empire,  and  Other  True  Tales  of  the 
Northwest."  The  work  gives  incidents  which 
led  up  to  the  discovery  and  building  of  Spok- 
ane, and  is  profusely  illustrated  with  half-tone 
illustrations  of  all  points  of  interest.  No  won- 
der Judge  Felch  was  fairly  captivated  with 
the  beauty  of  that  country,  and  was  loud  in 
his  proclamation  that  if  one  wishes  to  engage 
in  poultry  culture  in  a  country  that  will  pay 
good  prices,  Spokane  must  not  be  passed  by. 
The  last  exhibition  has  given  the  poultry  fever 
to  the  inhabitants  of  that  section,  and  it  seems 
that  every  back  yard  now  sports  a  breeding 
pen  of  some  variety. 

New  and  Valuable  Pamphlets. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  copies  of  "Farm-Poul- 
try Doctor,"  and  "A  Living  From  Poultry,'' 
new  and  valuable  pamphlets  just  issued  by 
I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co.,  Boston,  publishers  of 
Farm-Poultry.  The  firstnamed  is  by  Nathan 
W.  Sanborn,  M.  D.,  and  sells  for 50 cents;  the 
last  named  is  by  Michael  K.  Boyer,  junior 
editor  of  Farm-Poultry,  and  sells  at  25 
cents  per  copy.  Both  are  well  worth  the  price 
to  persons  for  whom  they  are  written. — Heli- 
able  Poultry  Journal. 

Mr.  Cooper  Again  in  New  England. 

A.  F.  Cooper,  of  the  Prairie  State  Incubator 
Co.,  called  upon  Farm-Poultry  last  month 
to  pay  his  respects,  and  inform  us  that  out  of 
two  thousand  incubators  sold  so  far  in  189G, 
Farm-Poultry  orders  led.  Mr.  Cooper  has 
just  fitted  out  a  plant  at  Plymouth,  Mass., 
which  promises  to  be  a  success. 


To  Welcome  Uncle  Isaac. 

{Special  to  FARM-rOULTEY.] 

Amesbury,  Mass.,  Aug.  3. — At  an  adjourned 
meeting  of  the  Amesbury  Chapter  of  the 
International  Decimal  Score  Card  Associa- 
tion, it  was  voted  to  give  I.  K.  Felch,  the 
father  of  the  decimal  score  canl,  a  grand 
reception  on  one  of  the  nights  of  the  coming 
show  in  Decemlier.  On  the  night  that  Jlr. 
Felch  gives  his  address  on  his  trip  across  the 
continent  last  winter,  the  chapter  will  turn 
ont  in  a  body. 

Decimal  Association  at  Amesb<iry. 

According  to  the  Amesbury  (Mass.)  Xetrs,  a 
chapter  of  the  International  Decimal  Score 
Card  Association  was  organized  with  the 
following  list  of  ofliccrs:  President,  JI.  II. 
Sands;  Vice  President,  E.  J.  Graves;  Secre- 
tary, Chas.  Lamprey;  Treasurer,  Geo.  F. 
Stuart:  Standing  Committee,  T.M.  Bush, 51.  J. 
Kendall,  H.  C.  Woodward,  S.  B.  Sawyer,  H. 
E.  Wilford. 

An  etlbrt  is  being  made  at  the  present  time 
to  cllect  a  complete  chain  of  chapters  of  the 
country  of  the  Decimal  Associations  across 
the  continent,  and  make  it  I  he  poultry  organ- 
ization. There  are  already  a  dozen  or  more 
cha[)ters  organized,  and  this  fall  and  winter 
the  work  of  organizing  new  ones  will  be 
pushed  rapidly  along. 

Poultry  in  Apple  Orchards, 

In  connection  with  one  of  the  many  admir- 
alile  reports  from  time  to  time  issued  by  the 
Rhode  Island  agricultural  station  (for  copies 
of  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  director  oC 
these  interesting  experiments)  we  note  some 
practical  comments  by  Mr.  Tegetnieier  in  a 
recent  Field.  How  beneficial  is  the  combi- 
nation of  poultry  with  fruit  culture,  most 
fanciers  are  fully  aware  of;  and  upon  the 
special  services  of  fow-ls  to  apple  orchards, 
Mr.  Tegetmeier  draws  from  the  able  Ameri- 
can's report  under  discussion  the  following 
deductions; — "For  iraiiy  years  I  have  advo- 
cated the  introdui  f inn  of  i)oultry  into  apple 
orchards,  maintaining  that  they  do  good 
service  in  two  very  distinct  modes  —  first  by 
manuring  the  ground;  and,  secondly  by  the 
destruction  of  the  insects  and  grubs  that 
hibernate  in  the  soil.  .  .  .  The  apple 
maggot  appears  to  be  extending  in  America, 
attacking  the  favorite  Baldwin,  which  is  so 
well  known  as  being  imported  hugely  into 
this  country,  and  rendering  it  entirely  unlit 
for  use;  but  the  spraying  the  trees  with 
Bordeaux  mixture  and  Paris  green  has 
appeared  to  prevent  all  serious  attacks  of  this 
insect.  In  the  mature  stage  this  iusect  is  a 
fly,  which  desposits  its  eggs  in  the  pulp  of  the 
apple  beneath  the  skin.  The  young  maggots 
grow  within  the  fruit,  which  they  render 
worthless,  and  when  mature  emerge  from 
the  apple  and  go  into  the  ground,  lying  in  the 
pupa  state  beneath  the  surface  soil  among  the 
grass  roots.  Samples  of  the  earth,  six  inches 
square,  were  taken,  and  the  number  of  mag- 
gots under  the  trees  varied  according  to  the 
size,  from  1,000  to  more  than  12,000  under 
each  tree,  the  pupa'  somewhat  resembling 
kernels  of  wheat.  Now  comes  the  point 
which  was  particularly  interesting  to  me.  The 
experiment  was  tried  as  to  whether  poultry, 
if  confined  to  a  small  range  and  encouraged  to 
scratch,  would  destroy  these  pupa'.  A  large 
movable  wire  fence  was  placed  about  a  tree 
whose  fruit  had  been  destroyed  )jy  insects. 
One  side  of  the  fence  was  raised,  and 
about  fifty  hens  were  called  into  the  enclosure. 
The  fence  was  letdown,  and  they  were  con- 
fined to  the  space  around  the  tree.  As  soon  as 
they  had  eaten  the  corn  they  naturally  began 
to  scratch  for  the  pu]Ke,  and  in  the  course  of 
three  or  four  days  it  was  found  that  the 
latter  had  disajjpeared.  As  the.se  insects 
remain  in  the  pupa  state  from  the  fall  of  the 
apple  to  the  following  spring,  when  they 
ajipear,  it  may  be  expected  that  next  year 
the  number  of  flies  breeding  the  apple  maggot 
will  be  greately  diminished  in  the  locahties 
where  the  plan  is  followed.  From  personal 
experience,  extending  over  mauj'  years,  I  can 
speak  positively  of  the  advantages  of  allowing 
fowls  and  chickens  a  free  range  iu  apple 
orchards.  They  not  only  manure  the  soil,  and 
destroy  all  insects  harboring  in  it,  but  they 
find,  for  some  weeks,  at  least,  a  considerable 
proportion  of  their  own  food  —  the  windfalls, 
which  they  devour  greedily,  with  any  grubs 
they  may  contain.  The  raising  of  poultry  for 
sale  may  be  much  more  advantageously  carried 
on  wheje  the  land  is  made  to  produce  two 
crops — namely,  apples  and  eggs  —  than  where 
one  only  is  gathered."  —  Feathered  World, 
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HER  HAPPY  DAY  f 

3 

Charming"  Story  of  Medicine  and  Marriagfe.  ^ 

(J 

Aniono-  the  tens  of  thousands  of  women  who  apply  ^ 
to  Mrs.  Pinkham  for  advice  and  are  cured,  are  many  3 
wlio  wish  the  facts  ni  their  cases  made  pubhc,  but  do  3 
not  gi\'e  j)ermission  to  |)ul^hsh  then"  names,  for  reasons  ^ 


Two  Open  Letters  from  a  Chicago  Girl. 


as  obvious  as  in 


tl 


le 


and  no  name  is 


ever  ^ 

[)ubHsl"ied  without  the  writer's  authoritx';  tliis  is  a  bond  3 


following' 


of  faith  which  Mrs.  Pinkham  has  never  broken. 

Chicago,  Jan.  5th,  '95. 


My  clear  Mrs.  Pinkham: — 

A  friend  of  mine,  Mrs.  - 
'■  vou  (lid  her  so  much  <jood. 


3 
CI 


-,  wants  me  to  write  you,  because  she  says:  ^ 
I  am  desperate.    Am  nineteen  years  of  age, 
tall,  and  weighed  13S  pounds  a  \  ear  ago.    I  am  now  a  mere  skeleton.  From  (J 
your  little  book  I  think  my  trouble  is  profuse  menstruation.    My  s\  niptoms  d 
are  .  .  .  etc.  ^ 
Our  doctor  (m}'  uncle)  tells  father  that  I  am  in  consumption,  and  wants  to  ^ 
take  me  to  L^Iorida.    Please  help  me!    Tell  me  what  to  do,  and  tell  me 
(juickly.     I  am  engaged  to  be  married  in  September.    Shall  I  li\c  to  see  the 
dav?  .  .  .  LUCY  E.  W.  3 

M\-  dear  Mrs.  Pinkham: —  ^ 
This  is  a  happy  day.    I  am  well  and  gaining  weight  dail}-,  but  shall  con-  (3 
tinue  the  treatment  and  Vegetable  Compound  during  the  siimmer,  as  3  0U  ^ 
Uncle  knows  nothing  about  what  you  have  done  for  me,  because  >jr 

ike  to  gi\e  ^ 
.  I  shall  be 


Chicago,  June  1 6th, '95. 


it  would  make  things  very  unpleasant  in  the  famil}-.  I  wouh 
you  a  testimonial  to  publish,  but  father  woidd  not  allow  it.  . 


married  in  September,  and 
can  I  prove  my  gratitude? 


as  we  go  to  Boston,  will   call  upon  \  ou.  ITow 


LUCY  p:.  W. 


€ 
€ 

€ 
€ 

€ 
€ 
€ 


3ove  leak  out  m  women's  circles,  anc 
dence  of  the  women  of  America  is  bestowed  upon  Mrs.  Pinkham. 


1  that  is  wh\  the  confl- 


3 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 


Why  are  not  j)hvsicians  more  candid  with  women  when  suffermi^  from  such  ailments?  ^ 
\\V)men  want  the  truth,  and  if  they  cannot  get  it  from   their  doctor,  will  seek  it 
elsewhere. 

Lydia  E.  Pinkham  fled.  Co.,  Lynn,  flass. 
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RJVI-F*OtJLTRY 


August  IS 


Answers  to  Correspondents, 


Questions  Briefly  Answered. 


[Any 
each.] 


if  tlic- luiiiibfrs  of  Farm-Poultry  refen  t'd 
,  will  be  supplied  at  the  rate  of  five  cents 


Cockerel  for  Hens. — (G.  H.  K.,  Cali- 
funiiii)  :  Breeders,  ^'euerally,  mate  eockerels 
to  liens. 

Raw  Meat. —  (R.  P.,  Maine):  Too  muc:h 
raw  meat  is  apt  to  produce  worms. 

Pine  Needles. — (Mrs.  A.  L.  P.,  Massa- 
chusetts) :  Pine  needles  can  be  used  for 
sci-ati-liiiig  litter. 

Breast  Bone.— (O.  C,  Texas) :  Indiges- 
tion often  causes  depression  of  the  breast 
bone  ill  young  stock. 

White  Wyandottes.— (F.  A.  C,  Michi- 
gan) :  The  "While  Wyandottes  are  good  lay- 
ers, and  excellent  table  poultry. 

Age  for  Breeding. —  (W.  O.  M., Illinois) : 
We  not  not  l^e'lieve  in  breeding  from  fowls 
younger  than  one  year  of  age. 

Fkutility.— (G.  H.  K.,  California)  :  Mr. 
Felcli  contends  that  eggs  will  be  fertilized  for 
ten  days  after  removal  of  male  bird. 

Indigestion.— (E.  W.,  Iowa) :  When 
fowls  are  fed  whole  corn,  and  there  is  an 
Insufficient  amount  of  sharp  grit,  indigestion 
is  the  result. 

Fkesh  Bread.  — (B.  W.  €., Massachusetts) : 
Fresh  bread  is  apt  to  cause  bowel  troubles  in 
chicks.    It  should  always  be  fed  stale. 

House  Plans.— (F.  A.  C,  Michigan): 
For  plans  for  practical  ben  house,  see  May 
1st  and  loth,  1895,  issues  of  Farm-Poultry. 

Scorched  Wheat.— (W.  O.  M.,  Illinois) : 
No,  scorched  wheat  is  not  so  good  as  the 
sound  article.  It  pays  to  always  feed  the 
best. 

New  York  Markets.— (F.  A.  B.,  New 
York)  :  Instructions  for  shipping  to  the  New 
York  markets,  will  be  found  on  page  214, 
June  1st  issue. 

Feeding  Sulphur.— (T.  E.  L.,  New 
Jersey)  :  About  one  teasposnful  of  sulphur 
for  Qfteen  or  twenty  fowls,  once  a  week, 
would  be  the  proper  dose. 

Wheat  vs.  Screenings.— (R.  P.,  Maine) : 
Whole  wheat  at  one  and  a  half  cents  a  pound, 
is  cheaper  than  screenings  at  one  cent  a 
pound. 

Feeding  Clover.— (W.  D.,  New  Hamp- 
shire) :  Winter  is  the  best  time  to  feed  clover, 
as  during  the  summer  plenty  of  fresh  greens 
can  be  gathered. 

House  Room.— (T.  A.,  Nebraska) :  A  house 
with  roosting  room  8  x  10  feet,  scratching 
shed  10  X  10  feet,  is  large  enough  for  sixteen 
fowls. 

Feeding  Meat.  —  (R.  P.,  Maine):  For 
every  day  feeding,  we  should  not  give  more 
than  a  half  pound  of  meat  in  the  mash  for 
twenty  fowls. 

Shipping  Eggs.— (W.  O.  M.,  Illinois) :  If 
properly  packed  and  carefully  handled 
en  route,  eggs  can  be  safely  shipped  to  any 
part  of  the  United  States. 

Plymouth  Rocks.—  (G.  H.  K.,  CaUfornia) : 
White  Plymouth  Rocks  are  preferable  to  the 
Barred  variety  for  dressed  poultry,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  dark  pin  feathers. 

Fowls  With  Range.— (W.  O.  M.,  Illi- 
nois) :  Fowls  with  a  range  should  be  fed  only 
a  light  breakfast  of  plain  inash,  and  wheat  or 
oats  at  night. 

Caponizing  Turkeys.— (L.  A.  W.,  Mich- 
igan) :  Experiments,  v^'e  believe,  have  been 
made  in  caponizing  turkeys,  but  we  do  not 
know  it  the  ' operation  was  successful.  We 
hardly  think  it  would  pay. 

Mating  Breeds.— (G.  H.  K.,  California)  : 
Thegeneral  method  adopted  for  mating  breeds 
are,  American,  ten  females  to  a  male;  Asiat- 
ics, six  females  to  a  male;  and  Mediterra- 
neans, fourteen  females  to  a  male. 

Green  Bone.— (O.  C,  Texas) :  Feed  green 
cut  bone  two  or  three  times  a  week,  either  in 
mash  or  a  separate  meal.  About  one  ounce 
per  fowl,  each  meal,  is  the  proper  allowance. 

Droopy  Chicks.— (J.  M.,  New  Jersey) : 
When  the  chicks  droop  do  not  give  up  the 
search  for  lice.  Look  carefully  along  the 
throat  and  on  the  head.  Dust  with  insect 
powder,  even  it  you  don't  find  any  lice. 


Starting  in  Business.  —  (J.  H.  H., 
Arkansas)  :  The  books,  '-Prolitable  Poultry 
Farming,"  and  "A  Living  From  Poultry,"' 
give  the  desired  information  on  starting  a 
profitable  poultry  plant.  AVe  send  the  two 
books  for  fifty  cents,  or  twenty-iive  cents 
each. 

Feeding  Broilers.— (Mrs.  H.  F.  B.,  New 
Jersey):  For  methoils  for  feeding  broilers, 
see  April  loth  and  May  1.5th  issues  of  Farm- 
Poultry.  Also,  book,  "Profitable  Poultry 
Farming,"  which  gives  the  plan  used  by  R.  G. 
White.  AVe  will  send  the  book  for  twenty- 
five  cents. 


A  Damp  Incubator  Cellar. 

Mr.  Editor :  ~  I  have  built  an  iuculjator  cellar  in  the 
ground.  Qn  rainy  days  the  water  cumes  up  through 
thefloor.  Sometimes  the  water  w  ill  slaud  two  inches 
high  on  the  floor.  I  ■\\  oti1(1  like  to  have  you  give  me 
some  way  to  lix  it.  J.  G. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

In  a  cellar  like  that  there  will  be  more  or 
less  trouble  with  every  hatch.  Water  coming 
into  it  right  in  the  midst  of  a  hatch  might 
add  too  much  moisture  to  the  machine,  and 
the  result  would  be  disaster.  We  should 
advise  putting  in  a  good  cement  flooring. 

Whlcli  Part  of  the  Egs  Makes  the  Chick? 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Would  you  kindly  decide  a  bet  we 
have?  "\\^liich  part  of  the  e^^g  makes  the  chicken  — 
the  white  or  yellow?  Have  you  any  proof  which 
does?  B.  H. 

Allegheny,  Pa. 

Neither  the  white  nor  the  yellow  makes  the 
chick,  and  yet  to  a  certain  extent  both  do. 
Th;it  is,  the  re;d  life  is  nourished  by  both. 
The  bet  should  be  declared  oft",  as  one  is  as 
much  in  the  right  as  the  other. 

The  chick,  as  an  individual,  is  neither  yolk 
nor  albumen.  The  germ  which  makes  the 
chicken  —  the  life  and  individual  —  is  imparted 
by  the  male,  and  seen  in  the  little  cell  located 
on  the  side  of  the  yolk.  The  egg  is  what 
nourishes  and  grows  the  germ  into  the  visible 
chicken  that  hatches.  Without  this  germ  the 
egg  is  of  no  account  whatever,  only  a  reservoir 
of  nourishment  that  causes  the  growth  of  the 
germ.  But  one  may  take  the  ground  that  the 
egg  is  the  chick,  the  male  only  quickening  the 
same  into  life.  The  yolk  is  the  last  to  be 
absorbed  by  the  germ. 


.Settling:  a  Partnership  Problem. 

Mr.  Editor:  — Please  answer  tliis  for  us.  A  had  a 
lot  of  liens,  among  which  are  some  Plymouth  Rocks. 
A  and  H  both  want  some  chickens  from  them,  but  A 
has  no  convenience  to  keep  the  liens  separate.  So  lie 
lets  B  take  them  the  tenth  of  March,  and  keep  them 
until  the  tliird  of  "May.  B  sets  the  eggs  from  them, 
under  hens  and  in  an  incubator,  and  keeps  the  chick- 
ens until  they  aiM-  four  weeks  old.  Now  what  jier 
cent  of  the  chickens  iM  iong  to  A?  Two  hundred  and 
ninety  chicks  were  hatched,  the  eggs  being  very  fer- 
tile. H.  A.L. 

Attleboro,  Mass. 

A  owns  the  hens.  B  fed  them,  cared  for 
them,  and  raised  two  hundred  and  ninety 
chicks.  The  hens  are  A's  capital;  B  gave 
labor  in  caring  for  the  stock  and  raising  the 
young,  which  should  otl'set  A's  capital.  The 
amount  B  paid  for  feed  should  determine  the 
chicks  in  excess  that  B  should  have.  In  other 
words,  B's  labor  should  equal  A's  investment. 
That  should  call  for  an  equal  division. 

For  fee<l,  it  cost  B  about  twenty  cents  for 
each  hen  from  March  10  to  May  3.  To  feed 
chicks  until  four  weeks  old  would  cost  about 
three  cents  each.  This  would  leave  $8.70  for 
chicks.  The  value  of  the  chicks  would  be 
about  twenty-five  cents  each;  so  that,  com- 
puting the  cost  of  feed,  and  dividing  by  the 
value  of  chicks,  the  number  is  obtained. 

To  illustrate:  If  the  chicks  cost  $8.70  for 
feed,  and  there  were  twenty  hens  at  twenty 
cents  each,  we  would  have  $12.70  for  feed. 
This  would  give  (at  twenty-five  cents)  about 
fifty  chicks  for  the  feed.  Added  to  the  half 
for  labor,  would  leave  B  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  chicks,  and  A  ninety-five  for  the 
use  of  stock. 


Newly  Hatched  Chicks  Ifeed  Heat. 
Mr.  Editor:— On  tlie  20tii  of  June  I  took  from  my 
inculiator  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  very  strong 
chicks.  Some  were  hatched  on  the  eighteenth,  and 
some  on  the  nineteenth.  They  were  at  least  twentj'- 
four  hours  old  before  I  ga^  e  them  any  feed.  This  has 
consisted  largely  of  dry  oatmeal,  and  a  little  millet 
seed  mixed.  They  liave  a  slul-boi-u  rase  of  diarrhcea, 
which  1  fail  to  overcome.  So  far  I  lia\  e  lost  thirteen. 
Their  quarters  are  dry.  ^^'llell  lirst  hatched  the 
weather  was  very  warm,  and  I  did  not  heat  the 
brooder.  Five  days  later  a  cold  easterly  storm  set  in 
for  about  a  week.  I  was  prompt  to  fire  up,  and  kept 


the  lamp  going  moderately  night  and  day.  Tliey  liave 
strong  appetites,  and  eat  a  great  deal  of  charcoal,  and 
drink  lots  of  water. 

I  have  given  them  two  doses  of  ammonia  citrate  of 
iron  in  water  (teaspooiiful  to  a  quart  of  water)  which 
failed  to  correct  the  trouble.  I  also  tried  bismuth.  I 
put  air  slaked  lime  before  them,  and  give  boiled  milk 
instead  of  water  to  drink.  They  have  sifted  coal  ashes 
for  grit,  and  chaft'to  scratch  in.  E.  M.  T. 

King  of  Prussia,  Pa. 

Chicks,  when  they  come  into  this  world 
need  nursing,  like  babies.  Heat  is  an  import- 
ant factor,  and  must  be  given  them  in  the 
start.  It  was  a  mistake  not  to  have  the 
brooder  warmed.  The  heat  should  have  been 
started  a  day  before  the  chicks  were  put  in, 
and  the  temperature  tested  with  a  thermome- 
ter. If  above  90°,  cool  down  to  that  point, 
and  if  below,  get  it  up  to  that.  The  chicks 
left  the  incubator,  which,  probably,  at  the 
time  was  about  100°,  and  placed  into  a  brooder 
that  would  hardly  have  registered  70°.  The 
change  was  too  great,  and  the  result  was  cold 
on  the  bowels.  It  is  a  very  hard  matter  to 
help  those  that  have  advanced  too  far,  but  for 
the  stronger  and  less  afflicted  chicks  a  table- 
spoonful  of  tincture  of  iron  to  a  quart  of 
drinking  water,  and  Sheridan's  Condition 
Powder  mixed  in  the  soft  food,  will  be  found 
excellent. 

In  brooding  during  spring  and  summer,  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  chicks  (especially 
at  night)  I'equire  the  same  heat  the  first  week 
or  ten  days  that  they  do  during  winter.  That 
is,  the  temperature  should  not  be  below  90°. 
Of  course,  we  do  not  mean  that  90°  shall  be 
the  record  of  the  brooder  heat  alone,  but 
sufficient  brooder  heat  should  be  added  so  that 
the  natural  warmth  of  the  season  and  the 
animal  heat  of  the  chicks  can  be  brought  up 
to  that  point. 


Hatching;  and  Growine  Stock. 

Mr.  Editor:  — 1st.  Is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  feed 
chicks  every  two  hours  for  tlie  first  week? 

2d.  How  long  can  eggs  be  kept  to  obtain  a  good 
hatch — and  do  tiiey  have  to  be  turned  once  a  day 
before  setting? 

3d.  Will  White  Wyandottes  from  good  stock,  lay 
by  November  if  not  hatched  until  the  first  week  in 
May?  C.  H.A. 

Holden,  Mass. 

1st.  "  A  little  and  often,"  is  the  rule  to  go 
by  when  feeding  incubator  chicks  the  first 
week.  They  should  be  given  something  about 
every  two  hours.  Three  times  a  day  is  often 
enough  when  the  chicks  are  with  a  hen. 

2d.  To  guarantee  a  batch,  hens'  eggs  should 
not  be  kept  longer  than  three  weeks,  and 
ducks'  eggs  four  weeks.  The  fresher  the  egg 
the  better  the  hatch,  and  the  stronger  the 
chick.  Eggs  kept  for  hatching  must  be  placed 
In  a  cool  place,  and  turned  at  least  every  other 
day. 

3d.  If  kept  growing  well  during  the  sum- 
mer by  good  feed  and  good  care,  May  hatched 
Wyandottes  should  begin  laying  in  November. 


ENCOURA 


What  Ails  the  Chicks? 

Mr.  Editor:  — Will  you  please  tell  me  what  is  the 
matter  with  a  few  of  my  chicks?  Tliey  die  of  no 
apparent  cause.  Some  I  will  find  dead  in  the  morning, 
on  their  backs,  while  some  will  be  taking  their  last 
breath.  They  were  just  as  bright  and  healthy  as  they 
could  be  before  they  became  victims.  I  feed  in  the 
morning  cracked  wheat,  a  mash  made  of  bran,  corn 
meal  and  oatmeal;  at  noon  a  little  cracked  wheat  or 
corn;  and  at  night  wheat  or  mash.  They  have  plenty 
of  grit  and  fresh  water.  A.  S. 

Sioux  Palls,  S.  D. 

This  is  a  sample  of  the  inquiries  that  cannot 
be  intelligently  answered.  There  are  a  num- 
ber of  causes  from  which  chicks  die  suddenly, 
such  as  cramps,  indigestion,  vertigo,  too  much 
heat  in  the  brooders,  etc.  Probably  this  is  a 
case  of  indigestion,  and  we  should  suggest 
that  charcoal  be  fed  in  the  mash  daily,  say  a 
teaspoouful  to  a  quart  of  mash. 


A  Partnership  Question. 

Mr.  Editor: —If  A  owns  land  and  B  has  none,  A 
uses  his  land  and  stands  one-half  the  cost  of  erecting 
poultry  houses  and  yards,  and  half  the  cost  of  stock, 
etc.,  while  B  stands  the  other  half  and  devotes  his 
time  to  manage  the  business  — each  of  them  to  equally 
bear  all  expenses  — what  share  of  the  profit  or  income, 
over  the  outlay,  should  13  receive  as  his  share  ? 

Carnegie,  Pa.  R.  H.  McC. 

Cannot  see  how  such  an  arrangement  could 
be  run  otherwise  than  by  equal  partnership, 
providing  B  thus  becomes  half  owner  of  A's 
land.  B's  labor  should  certainly  be  worth 
half  of  A's  land,  giving  an  equal  division  of 
the  profits.  Otherwise,  B  should  charge 
wages  for  his  labor,  and  A  rent  for  his  land, 
and  the  balance  profits  equally  divided. 


ADVERTISERS. 

Very  many  Farm-Poultry  readers  have 
just  as  good  stock  as  the  majority  exhibited  at 
the  large  shows  last  winter.  They  can  iusttis 
well  sell  breeding  pens  or  young  stock  at  a 
good  price,  as  otlier  breeders. 

To  encourtige  such  we  will  in>ert  in  Farm- 
PouLTltY  classified  ads  in  the  Buyers"  Direc- 
tory for  25c.  per  line.  The  regular  price  for 
such  space  is  30  cents  per  line. 

You  can  get  about  seven  ordinary  words 
into  a  line. 

Make  a  beginning  now.  Many  of  our  large 
advertisers  commenced  sniiill,  but  do  not  now 
hesitate  to  use  one,  two  or  more  inches  every 
issue.  Get  our  readers  f;imili:ir  with  your 
name  and  stock  by  advertising  the  same, 
and  thus  add  to  the  profits  of  your  poultry 
business. 

Send  copy  and  cash  with  order  to 

I.  S.  JOH^'SON  &  CO., 
22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Breeders  AND  Marketmen. 


OUR  REQUESTS:  —  We  make  lii-o  retpieils  of  our 
Subscj-itters,  One  is  ^rlie?i  ^cfiiimi  our  Advei-tis- 
\ns  patrons  always  mention  FAUM-l'v  C  LTU  Y. 
\\\otl\ev  i^if  yoii  ask  /hem  questions,  aiicays  inelose 
a  stamp.  If  you  oljserve  both  of  tliese  re<jue.^ts  it  ifill 
benefit  you  amazingly.  It  shows  that  you  mean  business. 
Remember,  ''''Molasses  iri/l  catch  more  Jtics  titan 
vinegar,'' and  those  who  obserce  it  are  served  first. 


A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon.  In  c<'iils  for  saiiiiile.  .s.  Q. 
Koliinson,  primer  K.-l'.,  J!!  Purcluite  St.,  UosKju. 

A  CHANt^K  l-'Oi:  SOiMKONE  eillier  to  buy  a 
good  poultry  lJll^i^es^,  or  to  put  some  money  in 
aud  run  it  on  shares.  Owner  going  to  cit\-.  Uoftd 
city  trade  established.  C.  M.  T.,  East  Patch- 
ogue,  SufF.  Co.,  N.  Y. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Meadville,  Pa.,  will  spare  a  few 
breeding  pens  of  4  bens  ami  1  cock'l  each,  .s.  C. 
White  Leghorns  and  R.  C.  l>ro\\  u  Ivi-ghorns;  price 
$t>  for  a  pen  of  .'>.  Barred  I*.  Rock^^  Sfi.r,(i  a  jieii. 
Silver  Wyand.illo  an. I  UkIh  nraiiiiias,  S7.fi0  a  pen. 
.Silver  Spangled  Ilaiuljurgs,  S5  a  trio.  \\  liite 
Cochins,  $.=>  a  trio.  I'ekiu  Uucks,  So.-j"  a  trio,  li 
interested  in  above  varieties  these  are  b:irgains. 
Send  for  circular. 

A  RARE  CHANCE.  To  m*;e  room  for  mv  vouug 
stock,  will  sell  i  breeding  iieii^  lian  e,!  l;(.ck>Vbeap 
for  (!Ualit>' of  stock.  Each  pen  lu  aded  l)\  a  cick'l 
scoring  92^  points.  For  particulars  adili  ess,  F. 
A.  Quimby,  Ea.  Rochester,  >, .  II. 

AT  NEW  YORK  -3  times  winners:  H  other  large 
shows.  For  sale  now  line  breeders  at  ;i  sacritice  of 
Bar.  and  Wh.  Rocks,  Rose  and  S.  C.  It.  Leg.,  Kl. 
Langshans,  Light  Bralimas  and  P.  Iliicks.  Early 
show  birds.   W.  W.Kulp,  I'oltstowii,  I'a. 


BAR.  PLY'TH  Rock 
iiessstrain.  Rediirei 
A\'hite  M(uintain  I'o 


^loigan's  iiorthci  n  iuisi- 
i  5d  ^it.  1  lardv  lieallliv  stock, 
ry  1ar.l>,  llaverhili.  N.  H. 


BAK'r>  AND  W.  P.  KOCKS  exclusively.  A  few 
one  jear  olfl  In-ei'ders  for  ^ale.  Also,  line  \oung 
stock  after  Aug.  1.  Write  your  \\anls.  Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed.  Do  to  others  a^  Ami  Wotdd  be 
done  by.  E\'ergreeii  Pt.  YariU,  11.  ,1.  Curtis.  Red 
Hook  on  Hudson,  IS'.  Y. 

BARRED,  and  W.  P.  Kocks  exrinsivelv.  Afewone 
year  old  breeders  for  sale.  Also,  tine  >  oung  stock 
after  Aug.  1.  Write  your  wants.  "Satisraetion 
guaranteed,  blotto.  The  g.. him  rule.  Evergreen 
Pt.  Yards,  H.J.  Curtis,  Reil  11  nok  on  Hudson,  N  .Y. 

BLACK  LANGSHANS.  Fine  April  cock'ls  for  sale. 
Eggs  $2  per  15.  Pure  Ulack  l,ef;horn  eggs  SI  per 
15.   Mrs.  F.  A.  Coates,  Jlyslic,  ct, 

B.  LANGSHANS  and  L.  Bralimas  for  sale.  Fine 
vigorous  April  birds.  Uuliniiled  range.  l',ox  yl. 
So.  Orange,  N.  J. 

COCHINS,  Part'dge,  B'tf,  Bl'k  and  Wh't.  Eggs  S1.25 
per  16.  Cir.  free.  W.H.  Sheldon,  Pawluxet,  R.  1. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING  from  2-vr-ol(l  Iborough- 
breil  Barred  riviiionlli  l!oi-k  h.ai.^.  si'lected  slock  : 
high  grade  eggs  at  Icjw  prii-es.  St."-"  pin-  sitting; 
incnbaliO'  egiis,  S5  per  inn.  .lolni  C.  Williams,  308 
AVulniit  street,  Philadelphia,  i'a. 

I  HATE  simie  nice  ISlli;  breeders  of  Golden  and  Buff 
Wyandottes  and  W  hite  Wimders,  which  I  will 
exchange  low  for  cash  or  a  tirst  class  work  harness, 
or  other  salable  nidse.  No  live  stock  or  incubators 
desired.   F.  S.Tenney,  Box  5,  P(  terlioro,  \,  H, 

LEGHORNS  and  Rocks, .5tc.  up.  Homers  and  Runts 
all  colors.   Jas.  Taggart,  Nort  huniberland.  Pa. 

LIGHT  BRAHMAS  only.  Farm  hreil.  Eggs  SI 
for  i:j.   H.  T.  Smith,  Buckmanville,  Pa, 

ROSE  C.  B.  LEGHORNS.  s|)ecialtv  10  years. 
Circular  free.  ,1.  L.  Ranilolpli,  Bartlett,  Ohio. 

WHITE  AVYANDOTTES  and  Narragansctt  Tur- 
keys.  W.  E.  Mack,  Woodstock,  \'t. 

WHITE  Wyanihdles  exclusivel\ .  bro^vn  egg  strain. 
EggsSl  per  l:i.  Eggs  for  incubator  $4  per  100.  Stoi'k 
in  season.   P.  1).  W  liite,  North  Attleboro,  Mass. 

W.WYANDOTTE  yearling  hens.  Will  sell  25  choice 
breeders  at  SI. 50  ea.  .1.  W.  Andrews,  Digliton,  Mass. 

HOW  i  MADE  $700. 

Last  spring  I  had  300  laying  hens.  Eggs  went  ilown 
to  He.  a  dozen.  I  noticed  the  adverti^enieiir  o.t  Ben- 
son &  Co.,  Rix  .Mills,  Ohio,  Box  7i;,  that  tliev  had  a 
safe  system  of  t.reser\  ing  eg,L:s.  1  |n-e^ei  \  ed  all  nty 
eggs  during  the -iininH'r.  I  iiiaTiiei'  d  ilu  ni  in  Decem- 
ber tor  2Sc.  a  do/en.  I  did  n.il  io-e  "lie  OiS'j.  1  made 
$7IX)  this  vear :  next  year  1  am  iioiin:  to  make  $2,n00. 
Anyone  who  will  lolh,w  the  diri'ctioiis  is  sure  of 
success.  If  anyiule  of  your  reailers  w  ants  to  \\  \  this 
system  let  him  address  the  above  firm  for  (larticiilars. 

J.  D.  EAWSON, 


rMrh**  Rrp«<<tinc  rh«rt. 

>?r.  F.!tt.T:-t  '  <m    %     ..p>   >'f   TcK-li's  hrwilin;: 
:>  tliat  an.'  iH>t  cU-ar  to 

J.C.H. 

» I  r  five  biiiidrFj  of  tbese  vh^irts  were 
MMil  oiil  bv  Mr.  Kelch  lo  FAKM-roi  LTKY 
rvajt-rs.  we  ptve  the  »b«>vo  inquiry  lo  him  for 
\  ^1  lit  ml  an>\Yer.  ami  he  U;i$  $ubiuitte\l  the 

■■<  I  r  <-«rres|x>u>leiil  may  fail  to  see  the 
of  the  two  colors  ill  the  chart.  To 
Kii^  ::  iiu>r.-  olfar,  we  say,  eaeh  re<l  line 
rw-  .  ■:  «  .  :  Tii:ile  a>  haviii;:  liven  selecte\l 
f  iiTouv;  while  Ihe  blaek  lines 

>  was  sc!ri-ted  from  the  group. 

T     _  r  uuiuber  whiclicouucels  the  two 

.lives  the  progeny.  To  wit.  females 
M'.K'ii  tl  fn>m  eircle  IV,  niateO  hack  to  their 
own  Mre  Ko.  1,  have  i>ro<luce>l  the  group  5, 
w  biob  are  three-foDrlhs  of  the  hlooj  of  the 
sire  J>o.  2.  Itluek  fi;^ures  arc  usevl  to  show- 
that  the  group  h:vi  the  prepon<Ieranee  of  the 
blood  of  this  ori::iiia]  sire. 

"A^in.  we  siliet  a  c\H-kcrel  from  group  5, 
and  a  piiilrl  from  i;roup  4,  which  pro»ltii-es 
proup  Wc  thus  secure.  m:iih(-matirall\ ,  a 
flock  of  >  •  -  ;;i.-it  arc  half  thu  blood  of 
each  of  ■  pair,  and  our  socoml  step 

inpro<!iii,  .  .  \  strain.  We  use  the  two 
.-olor*  ill  the  half,  desi!;iin(in;;  the  i>ercentag;e 
.•(  l.iotKl  of  Its  .ini-cstry. 

••  .\^n,  we  sektt  a  male  from  S,  s;id 

males  from  G,  and  a^ain  we  prodiu-e  group 
II,  the  third  sti  p.  and  llie  ninth  mating  in 
securing  compU  le  breeding  of  our  new  strain. 

"  lu  all  this  ne  have  not  broken  the  line  of 
sires,  for  every  one  has  e»inie  from  a  group  in 
which  the  prejHJndt  rrince  of  blood  was  that  of 
the  origi)i:i  >iri-.  N»s.  2,  8.  13  and  18  are 
virtually  tii.'  I.li»..d  of  No.  2. 

'•  We  ha\u  riatlied  a  itiint  when-  we  would 
es(al>ii>b  a  male  line  whose  blood  is  virtually 
that  of  our  original  dam.  and  we  now  select 
from  No.  6  a  male  which  we  mate  with  a 
female  from  No.  4  (see  the  change  of  red  and 
black  lines)  and  produce  No.  ft,  which  is 
lS-16  the  bloo<l  of  the  original  dam. 

".Vgain,  we  select  a  mile  from  No.  'J,  anil  a 
female  of  the  new  strain  No.  11.  and  produce 
group  14,  which  lieeoraes  21--'H  the  blood  of 
the  original  dam,  preserving  her  ftrain  of 
blood. 

••  While  in  IG  we  hare  the  new  strain,  and 
in  IS,  int.icl,  the  strain  of  our  original  sire  No. 
2,  we  have  three  distinct  strains,  and  by  anil 
with  this  systematic  use  we  can  go  on  breed- 
ing for  all  time  to  come.  Remember,  e.nch 
red  line  is  female  selection,  and  ench  black 
line  the  male  selection. 

"  While  it  is  a  fact,  that  had  we  made  both 
male  and  female  selection  from  group  3,  to 
have  produced  our  second  generation  of  half- 
bloods,  in  pilacc  of  making  three  matings  to 
produce  No.  7 — and  again  have  taken  male 
and  female  from  No.  7  instead  of  making 
three  subsequent  maling»  to  produce  No.  11. 
thus  jiroducing  our  third  generation,  instead 
of  making  the  whole  nine  mating*,  each  time 
changing  the  percentage  of  blood  —  we  would 
have  found  (while  arithmetically  the  three 
generations  in  our  new  strains  would  have 
been  the  same  per  cent)  the  incest  influence 
would  have  been  to  deteriorate;  and  the  eggs 
from  Xo.  11  thus  made  would  have  failed  to 
hatch  to  any  extent.  On  the  other  hand,  by 
our  chart,  if  all  the  selections  have  been  niaile 
in  the  types  of  our  original  pair,  the  birds  as 
now  bred  in  our  14,  15,  Id,  17  and  IS  groups 
will  DC  found  as  large,  prolific,  an<I  hardy  as 
the  original  stock.  The  art  of  breeding  is  to 
change  blood  without  changing  types. 

••  With  a  line  of  sires  selected  of  one  shape, 
one  color,  one  weight,  mated  to  females  of  a 
uniform  type  and  prolific  layers  of  large  even 
colored  eggs,  cannot  we  feel  sure  of  results? 
There  is  no  pleasure  to  the  true  fancier  in 
haphazard  breeding." 


Questions  .Vlmiit  Kreeils. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  twenty-six  White  Wyandotte 
cliicks,  nearly  tlirce  months  old.  Some  of  tliem  have 
liri?ht  yellow  legs,  sonic  liavc  horn  colored  le^s,  and  a 
few  lia%-e  small  feathers  on  llifir  lejrs.  Now,  do  they 
hn--eil  back  tike  that,  and  would  tlicy  be  ail  right  lo 
breeil  from  ? 

2d.  I  also  liive  sonic  Barre<l  Piynioiith  Kock  cliiclis. 
A  few  dart  dark  legs.  Will  their  legs  turn  yellow 
wlien  ilicy  grow  older,  and  arc  they  good  to  breed 
from  ? 

•>1.  I  liavcthrrc  breeds  — Wliite  Wyandot tes,  IJarrfil 
nymonth  Kwlis.  and  Tornlsh  Indian  Games.  I  like 
rticm  all. and  .!on'» w  -'ivi  u!.  ;iTiv,   [i..  vr.ir  tliink 


':  Makes  Chicks  grow,   Roosters  crow,  and  Hens  lay  eggs. 

L—J  _  #    %  The  way  chickens,  fed  on  H-O  Co.'s  Poultry  Feed  (after  they 

I     1  ~  %    #    ^""^       days  old),  gain  in  size  and  weight,  yet  keep  tender  and  sound, 

:  will  surprise  the  most  experienced  poultrymen. 
'^"'^  Laying  hens  will  greatly  increase  their  average, 

i-j  A  GOOD  OFFER.— To  prove  these  statements  we  will  deliver  to 

r  L/U  1  Liy       a^ny  station  east  of  Chicago,  100  lbs.  (regular  price  $1.50),  thirty 
days  trial,  and  if  better  results  are  not  shown  than  from  any  other 
;■  feed,  no  payment  need  be  made.     TH:e  FEED  IS  PURU  GRAIN. 

II-O  Conipany,  Ncv/  York  Citj-. 


Feed 


there  w.iiild  1h'  more  money  in  lireiHliug  oue  variety  ? 
I  have  (Ht'n  reading  FAI!M-roi  l.TKY  for  two  years. 
Helena,  Ark.  W.  II.  E. 

cross  bred  breeds  will  have  characteris- 
tics of  the  breeds  represented  in  their  blood. 
In  Wyandottes,  isolated  specimens  will  have 
feathers  on  the  shanks.  It  is  a  known  fact 
that  White  Plymouth  Kocks  were  among  the 
crosses,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  speci- 
mens in  White  Wyandottcs  have  greenish 
yellow,  or  near  willow  legs.  Hut  first  class 
breetlers  discard  all  such  strong  specimens  as 
culls.  We  should  not  breed  any  but  those 
baviug  slandard  yellow  legs.  lint  at  Ihrer 
mouths  old,  a  pullet  may  have  a  greciii>h 
yellow  leg,  or  even  be  shaded  with  willow- 
down  the  front,  and  by  the  time  she  is  old 
enough  to  lay  be  all  right  in  the  color  of  her 
legs. 

2d.  Ill  Plymouth  Kocks,  as  a  rule,  the 
females  have  very  dark  legs  when  hatched. 
The  males  generally  come  nearer  all  clear. 
Also,  in  plumage,  the  female  chicks  are  the 
darker.  The  females  grow  lighter  every  time 
they  moult,  while  the  males  become  darker, 
so  that  when  they  put  on  their  adult  coats 
they  generally,  in  breast  and  wing  coverts, 
ufiproach  nearer  alike.  It  is  so  w  ith  the  legs 
of  the  female  chicks;  generally  by  the  time 
they  become  of  age  to  lay,  their  shanks  are 
rea.soiiably  yellow;  but  when  legs  are  yet 
willow  or  blue  when  old  enough  lo  lay,  »c 
would  not  use  them  for  our  breeding  pens. 

3-1.  We  think,  as  a  rule,  one  does  best  to 
adhere  to  one  breed,  if  quarters  are  so  limited 
that  all  must  be  closely  yarded  if  all  three  are 
kept.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  there  will  be  more 
money  made  to  confine  one's  efforts  to  a  single 
variety.  If  you  have  a  farm,  and  can  colo- 
nize so  each  breed  can  have  a  free  range,  all 
may  do  well  for  you. 

We  think  one  is  safer  to  confine  himself  to 
one  breed  till  he  masters  it  and  knows  all 
about  it.  Then  pick  up  the  second  one.  Too 
many  breeds,  as  a  rule,  prove  disastrous. 

Yards  are  better  than  free  range  if  they  are 
large,  have  grass  in  them,  and  are  shaded  by 
trees ;  but  small,  narrow  runs  are  not  only  a 
waste  of  space,  but  a  sacrifice  in  profits  anil 
stock. 


Nest  'Kegs, 

Mr.  Editor :  — riease  Inform  mc  through  your 
paper,  where  I  can  get  artificial  nest  eggs.  I  sec  no 
advertLscnients  of  them.  flTiat  kind  do  you  use? 

Cleopatra,  Ky.  M.  f>. 

AVe  use  the  common  glass  nest  eggs,  resem- 
bling china,  and  called  "china  nest  eggs." 
They  are  sold  in  seed  stores,  crockery  stores, 
and  by  poultry  supplies  dealers, at  about  forty 
cents  a  dozen,  and  serve  the  purpose  excel- 
lently. Ilarvey  Bros.,  Buffalo,  X.  Y.,  could 
supply  you,  if  there  is  no  supplies  store 
nearer. 


The  Anatomy  of  Fowls. 

Mr.  Editor:  — WlKit  are  the  names  and  what  the 
functions  of  the  two  intestinal  organs,  of  about  live 
inches  in  lengtli,  al  laehcd  to  the  main  intestine  about 
three  inclies  from  the  vent  ? 

2il.  Is  there  any  work  pubiislied  giving  Ilie  anatomy 
and  physiology  of  fowls  — and  where  can  it  be 
obtained?.  II .  P.  C . 

S,  Londonderry. 

The  organs  referred  to  are  tw'o  caeca,  ana- 
logue of  the  color  of  inamals,  and  are  simply 
a  part  of  the  bowels,  increasing  the  absorbing 
surface  of  the  digestive  system. 

2d.  There  has  been  no  demand  for  an 
anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  fowl ;  hence 
no  book  for  common  use  has  been  published. 


CUT  mm  m  mm, 

Everytiiin^  the  farmer  aells  Is  low.  Who 
sells  low  to  him  ?    We  have  rcpe.uedly  refu'^nd 
to  jmii.  and.  then-fore,  defeated  w";...i.nill  combi- 
nations, and  li.ivc.  since  '89,  reduced  the  ( ost  of 
wind  power  to  one-sixth  what  it  was. 
I  We  believe  in  low  prices,  hit^h  gradjg 
'  and  lari'c  s.ilcs.     INo  one  knows  thn  \ 
best  pump  or  prices  until  he  kno-^v 
\ours.     \Vc  lnal<e  short  hand  .Tnd  lonf^ 
power  stroke  pumps,  witli  best  soul- 
less brasLi  tube  cylinder,  lower  than  , 
■'O    iron  ones — a  254  x  16  inch  at  $2.12.  Tell 
yourdealer.  Buynoneother.  Aerrootor  prices  ana 
goods  are  always  best.    Through  pratitudc,  and  ■ 
because  we  are  price  inakerr.,  and  are  safest  to 
deal  with,  the  world  h  is  given  us  more  than  half 
its  windmill  business.  We  have  20 branch  houses- 
.one  Dear  you.    Wnto  for  b*uutif  ully  illustrated  circula^ 


Buyers'  Directory. 


CLASSIFIED  ADVKIinsLMESTS  only  trill  br 
printed  under  this  headituy;  no  advertisement  admitted 
containing  less  than  TWO  lint  s;  no  display  oilier  than 
the  initial  teord  or  name  allotred;  no  limit  to  kn<jth  (f 
ad.;  an  advertiser  ean  divide  his  copy  and  put  flie 
matter  under  as  many  hcadimjs  as  he  iri.ihes;  ail  spacf 
used  except  classi/ied  headline,  to  be  char'jed  at  a 
uniform  ;>r(cc  o/*  26  cciitt*  \n.tr  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  line/or  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  trill  be  chanrjcd  often  ai  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  tcords  trill  make  a  line;  allparts 
o/ lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  trill  be 
arranged  alphabetically as  in  a     business  directory," 

 BANTAMS.  

1,1.  •V  Alt  I  KX  IKS  ex.-,|,t   I, a   I'lea-sed  lo 

 show  llieui.  \\  ■  \\  .  I  l-Hi^'h.  .Medway,  Mass. 

BONE  CUTTERS. 

OUKS  ihu   o'llv    iJ'MK'   (  uUfr    r(_-ociv«-'<i  awai«I 
WorM's    Kair.  Wiit.-. 

W Cb^ri  r    A    Ihinmnii,  Ca/.iMiovia.  X.  V. 

BOOKS. 

rilHK  I'Ot'l.TltV  .\n  liilic  t.  ll7illustralions,$  :>:, 
.1  liieeder  s  Kf-a  |{..-c,rd  and  Account  liook, 
Inru>ial<»rs  and  liroocliM-^.  How  to  make  tlii-in, 
'I'lie  I'lvnioiilli  U.M-k.  (Clinit'h)  illusliated,  .1.", 
The  Wvanilotte.  ((  lough)  illiislvaleil,  .1.". 
American  Stamd.ird  of  Perfection  (latest  edition),  l.lili 
I'liilosophy  of  Judging  Fowls  (llluslraled),  l.l«l 
The  above,  or  any  olliei'  book  promptly  mailed  on 
receipt  of  price  hv' 

 II.  A.  Kiililis,  Itrix  -100.  Allailla,  C.a. 


rossum  Creek  Ponl- 


'■|''.\KK  A  l.  vrtiH  !  -'The 

1_  li\  «  Inl.."  (price  2.)  cl-.)  is  full  of  fun  and 
••  i-liicken  sar^e."  ):e\  ii  n  .  I  liathani.  N.  Y. 

1  KT  OK  I'Ot'LTKV  i;itKi;i)IN<;.  New  book 
of  practii-al  advice.    j'l  ice  J^  els. 

 lievii  w.  Cliatliam.  \.  Y. 

»     B.  C.  OF  POl  LTKY  CX'LTIIKK.  I'rice  .'Oc. 
For  auialcur>.    It  will  hel]i  llicui. 
 Hev  iew.  (  halham.  X.  Y. 

COCHINS. 

1 .""INK  Trill.  Hurt.  ST.    (im-  I'ai  I  riiU'i-  male. 
('.  Mr  Hisbi-e.      I  'lark-..li  SI..  Dori  lii  sler.  >lass. 

I"  >I.NK  BUFF  COt'HIN   liens,  viarliuL-s,  at  $■-' 
each.  K.d.  II.  \  an  Alia.  Waverly.  .N.  Y. 

DUCKS. 

1>KKIN  1>|I<;KS.  si  ea.  li.    Old  an.l  v. .u Mg  lii ids. 
liankin  sfk  direct.   M.  I'etcrs,  liariistalde,  .Ma-  . 

ECC  PRESERVATIVES. 

1>KI-;.SKKVK  K(i(;S  "ilh  (;reetin;:  s  rreservimr 
Conipound.   .Sample  pa<-kage  will  preserve  ]Ui 
doz.   Sent  hv  mail.  SI.   Send  for  circular. 

f.  C.  Prndeii.  A!Jl..ni:;  Pc^ul  St..  Ell/.abclh.  X.  ,1. 

INCUBATORS. 


SKSI>  for  Cal.  of  ihe  la 
and  Unio.h  r~.    (;..  ,. 


I  Hc'iilangv'  1  iicnlialors 
fj<-v.  <  'al  dington.  ( ). 


FOH  SAl.K.  MoTialvh  ilic-ul.al..r  :lim-egg  size. 
VlcniilMr  Inculialoi.  IdO-e^'g  si/e;  both  in  good 
running  or<ler.  Tliev  in.ike  a  gcofl  conihin.'Uion. 
SoM  for  vvani  of  n-e.  G.  I,.  Colili-i-,  Woo.llir.n.k.  Md. 
^f\t\V.G<i  .Monili.r  liicubalor;  also  lud-clikk 
X\/S.f  brooder.  Perfect  order.  Both  f  12. 
 ^\^..l.  Ivills.  .Milfonl.X.  Y. 

LANCSHANS. 

T,''1NK  l.angsliau  ockerels,  April  halcli,  52  e.icli. 
r      ('.  M.  Hisbee.  7'i  Clarkson  St..  Dorclie-h  r.  Mass. 

C1  KAXD  breeding  stock  in  lilark  l,aii---li:iu-. 
TT   cheap.  ('.  1.  Drowne.  Samlown.  .\'.  II. 

LEGHORNS. 

T»UFF  LK(;iIonNS.   Trios.  $4  |o  Jileach. 

/  '   .b.tiu  II.  llelleiinan.  l>..ylesiown.  I'.i. 


LEGHORNS. 


Sc.  BKO\V.>  l^KUIlOltN  Ileus,  fl  lo  $2  each. 
«  .lolin  II.  Ill  lli  riiian.  l'oyli-.bovn,  I'a, 

I^Oll  IS.AI.K,  70  S.  (  .  Blown  I.eth.Mn  hen:-  all  lav - 
ing  now.  Fine  roniU--  and  lulie>;  H  ue  Leghorn 
shape  :  also  HI  hens  and  cM.ck  Kosc  (  ouib  Ui  owii  l.eg- 
horus;  2  hens  one  ci.ck  .S.  C.  \Vhite  Legliorus;  and 
20  llulf  Leghorn  hens.  Address 

UaklaiMl  p.Millrv  Kami.  Kelsev,  Ohio, 


R 


C.  WlllTK  l.e^ihiirns.  April  and  .Mav  Ijalcli. 
Feuiales,  S2  and  SO;  ,M ales  $2  ami  Sl^i  each. 

A.  Kal.l.ill.  (In.  onla.  N .  Y. 


MINORCAS. 


BAltGAIM.S  in  .MiiMii  ras  in  make  room  ;  new  price 
lisl.  Geo.  ll.N.,ilhu|i,  ria.-eville.  W  ash.(  ■o..X  .Y. 

PET  STOCK. 

iMockini-'  liirds, 

age.  $1.0li;  f  ,  20.-. 

liook  of  iiislniclions  flee.  Si-iimid's  IVt 
12  TMclllh        X.  W.,  \\  ashingl  D.  C. 


GUAKAN'rKKl>  singing  luale  iMockii 
only  $2  e.-icli.   A  24  inc' 
per  pn 
Kmpoi 

M 


,\ST1I'  l''.nMl  *  ntli..  Pup-  I. 


ill*.  UiH'  nialeaiid 


Three  fan.  y  *  I<ir<-li  i 

lirst  pri/r  (akcr.  AOiln  --.  Hi 


ii  lfil.  sire  •*  riy.'" 
I  'aivnr,  sulT(  rii,N .  Y. 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS.  

[T'OK  Sl.ll.K.  .V  line  lot  of  liarred  and  \\  iiite  I'lv  . 
L     Hock  hen-.  Write. 

The  Oakland  I'oullrv  Farm.  Kel-cv  .  Ohio. 

i  l  acli:  Im  $1  lo 
lan.  li..>li-l..wn.  I'a. 


By.  HOCK."?.    Fine  yearling  br.i.i.rs  f,,r  sale. 
«   C.  I.  llrowne.  .sand.iu  n.  X.  H. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

AL,I.  KIX  I)S.  onlv  ilieli.>l  g.iods.  Price- ..ii  appli- 
c;ili..n.  Send        li-l.  F.  F.  Ivellv .  I'alm>  la.X.  Y. 

1>0|:l.TKV  Supplies,  lucllbators.  lie  odert.  Hooks, 
Magazines,  CLC.    Illus.  catalogue.  2c. 
 K.  E.  nanks,Critleiiden.  K.  Y. 

M1XK1>  (irain  SI  per  Iniilhs.  Wheat  $1.20  and 
Sl.ai).  Cattle  and  hog  feed.  Sluper  ton,  or  !*) 
cents  per  IIX)  lbs.  Grain  sM  ccjnn;;-.  SHI  per  ton,  or 
cents  per  KiO  lbs.  Xo.  2  I'rovenilcr,  SIG  pcrton,ort0 
centsiier  l(«l  lbs.  Xo.  I  Provender,  Slspcrton,  orilo 
cents  per  100  .hs.  Grain  Hulls,  $(i  per  ton.  or  30  cents 
per  KK)  lbs.  Hags  to  be  paiil  for  at  10  cents  each,  but 
are  returnable.  C.  A.  i*arsnns, 
 1:4  riininiercial  St..  Boston.  Mass. 

WANTED. 

WT  >\  .CI,01<;H,  Mi.lwav,  Ma—,,  wauls  bleed- 
>»  .  ersof  IM\.  Hock-  and  "\\  yandotles  to  kuow 
that  his  books  on  ihe-e  breeds  are  completed,  and  can 
be  had  at  l.'i  cent- each  ;  liis  catalogue  of  70  pages  for 
a  two  cent  stamp.  

SA1.KSMAN  wauled;  SlOO  to  $12j  per  month  ami 
expenses.    Staple    line;   jiosilion  peniianeiil, 
pleasant  and  desirable.    Adilrcss  wiib  stamp, 
 King  MfL-.  Co..  T.  172.  Chicago.  HI. 

WYANDOTTES. 


U  HITK,  ll'SiUer.aud  S  Golden  Wvaiidolle 
Orf  hell-.  .\lso,  males  it  waiit.  d.  LacL-e  size,  line 
bree.lers.    Ad.  Oaklan.l  I'.inllrv  Farm.  Kelsey.Ohio. 

M.VV  .\M>  .ICNl';  halchcd  W  bile  Wvand..ttiT, 
pull.  Is  an.l  cock'l-.    .■.uc.  ami  7..C.  eiich.  West 
liock  r..ullrv  Yards.  H..x2j4.  Westville.  C..iin. 
"VKrAXTKI)-.'".  Silv.  r  Laced  Wyandotte  cocks.  1 
W     v.'ar  I. 111.   X.d  high  scoring  birds, but  good 
sized  activ  e  binls  for  crossing. 

Jas.  H.  Secly,  RhiDecliflf.  X.  Y. 


Highly  conccntratoil.  Pose  small.  In  nnantitv  oo.sts 
less  than  one-t.  ntli  cent  a  il.iy  |ier  hen,  I  n  veiils  ami 
cures  all  discuses.    If  you  can  t  get  il .  we  send  by  mail 

fost-p:iid.  One  [vick.  Jx-.  Five  $t.  2Mlb.  can  Sl.ai . 
,caiusSo.  tipress  iku.I.  Tcstiinoiiials  fiv.-.  S.  iul  sIanu>sor 
cash,  ranuers'  I'oultry  Uuidc  lliriee  free  witli  At  00 
orders  or  more.  I,  S.  JOH^$OS  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mi^si 


THITK  I.KGHOltX  Hens,  SI  lo  *2  each. 

.lohn  11.  Ilellenuim,  Doylcslawn,  I'a. 
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Poke,  or  Skunk  Cabbage. 

Mr.  Editor:  — 111  the  July  loth  number  of 
F.-P.,  \tauy.  274,  a  correspoiKleiit  tells  of 
Iweuty-iwu  hi  lls  iiuisoucd  by  poke,  or  skunk 
cabbage.  In  a  reeeiit  number  of  another 
poultry  pa[ier  there  is  quite  an  article  on  the 
injurious  effect  of  puke  or  skunlc  cabbage  on 
hens..  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  terms  are  not 
synonymous;  poke  (or  poke-weed)  being  of 
au  entirely  diflerent  family  from  the  sUnnk 
cabbage. 

The  poke,  or  poke-weed,  is  botanically 
known  as  rJiytiiliicca-decandra.  It  is  a  tall 
herbaceous  plant,  with  a  stout  branching 
stalk  of  a  I'ich  purplish  color,  and  with  smooth 
green  leaves.  Poke  is  also  known  as  garget- 
weed.  It  bears  a  dark  purplish  berry, 
which  lias  the  peculiar  property  of  reducing 
the  llesh  of  birds  that  feed  upon  it.  It  is 
lioisonous  only  to  those  especially  susceptilile 
to  it.  The  Phytolacca-decandra  is  common  in 
the  United  Slates  and  Canada,  and  may  be 
found  growing  by  the  roadside  and  in  neg- 
lected fields ;  it  lias  no  place  in  the  poultry 
yard,  however. 

The  skunk  cabbage,  or  Simplocarpus 
fiictidus  is  a  coinnion,  cabbage-like  plant, 
growing  ill  s'.\  aitijis  and  ditches.  It  lias  the 
unmistakable  odor  of  its  namesake,  the  skunk, 
and  I  cannot  see  how  any  self-respecting  hen 
could  eat  it  unless  she  was  forced  to  it  by  nial- 
trealnient  in  Uic  shape  of  ?ii3  green  food.  As 
itgrows  only  in  damp  places,  how  did  II.  O. 
E.'s  hens  get  it?  A  swamp  is  hardly  the 
Iilace  for  a  poultry  yard.  The  skuuk-cabbage 
is  lioisonous,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  fowls 
eating  it  would  die,  though  I  have  never  tried 
the  experiment.  P.  T.  "WOODS. 

Salem,  Mass. 


Corn  for  Green  Food. 

Mr.  Editor  : — In  the  matter  of  green  food 
for  poultry,  I  want  to  give  my  experience 
with  green  corn  stalks.  It  is  too  good  to  keep. 
Most  people,  when  they  plant  sweet  corn, 
drop  five  or  six  kernels  so  as  to  be  sure  of 
getting  four.  "When  the  corn  gets  up  one, 
two  or  three  feet  high,  pull  up  or  weed  out 
from  day  to  day  a  few  stalks  and  cut  them  up 
into  one-quarter  inch  lengths  with  a  hatchet, 
cleaver,  or  knife,  in  your  hen  yard.  After 
you  have  thinned  out  your  corn  patch,  go 
over  it  again  and  pull  off  the  suckers,  and  cut 
up  same  way.  "U' hen  you  jpull  off  corn  for 
your  family,  sut  up  the  idle  stalks  until  all  is 
gone.  If  your  corn  jiatch  is  large,  and  you 
have  dry  stalks  left,  cut  them  up  into  two  to 
three  inch  lengths,  put  in  your  scratching 
pens,  and  they  will  still  have  fun  and  food 
from  them,  until  you  will  wonder  what  has 
become  of  them.  Next  to  nice  green  grass,  I 
consider  corn  stalks  the  very  best  green  food 
— and  I  even  cut  it  up  for  bens  that  have  a 
grass  run.  It  is  tender,  sweet,  juicy  and 
nutritious.  After  it  hardens  worms  form 
Inside,  which  they  hunt  for.  If  I  were  to 
keep  hens  on  a  largo  scale  I  would  plant  sweet 
corn  for  them,  cut  up  by  machine,  and  feed 
regularly,  instead  of  trying  to  have  yards 
large  enough  to  furnish  green  grass. 

Now  that  I  am  on  the  subject,  I  will  mention 
that  I  pick  my  green  corn — (what  the  family 
do  not  need)  in  the  milky  state,  just  as  you 
want  it  to  eat  yourself,  husk  it,  dry  it  in  the 
sun  or  oven,  keep  until  following  spring; 
snak  oN'cr  nigiil  in  cold  or  warm  water,  slice 
olV  with  a  sharp  knife  to  the  small  chickens. 
They  are  just  crazy  for  it.  I  caught  on  to 
this  idea  six  or  seven  years  ago  w-hen  I  had  a 
large  surplus  of  sweet  corn,  and  a  lot  of  late 
hati-hcd  I>rahinas.  It  seemed  as  if  I  could  see 
tlieiii  grow.  It  is  best  to  slice  the  swrct  corn 
for  them,  as  if  they  pick  from  the  cob  they 
sticky  and  dii  ty  about  the  head.  Slice 
tlii'U  let  tliein  jiifk  the  cob  clean.  It  can 
i)c  fed  cooked  or  raw.  I  prefer  cooking,  but 
elo  not  always  do  so.  I  would  not  trouble 
myself  to  write  you  this  if  I  was  not  con- 
vinced by  six  years  experience  that  it  is  a 
good  thing  to  put  into  practice.  L.  H.  S. 
Pjrockton,  Mass.. 

A  Complaint  From  Jamaica, 

Mr.  Editor: — I  have  to  thank  you  for  the 
remedy  suggested  for  chicken  pox,  which  has 
done  a  world  of  good. 

I  am  very  much  interested  in  the  corre- 
spondence in  re  the  sale  of  eggs  for  hatching. 
1  venture  to  suggest  that  poultrymen  should 
not  sell  eggs  for  hatching,  as  there  are  so 


many  disadvantages  under  which  both  parlies 
(buyer  and  seller)  labor.  That  there  are 
dealers  who  only  sell  when  it  does  not  suit 
them  to  set,  there  can  be  no  doubt  —  and  in 
every  calling  there  are  dishonest  people. 

I  relate  the  following  for  the  benCt  of  your 
readers : 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1S95,  I  sent  to  a 
firm  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  twenty 
dollars  in  a  registered  letter,  as  money  for  the 
purchase  of  six  "White  Holland  turkeys  (one 
tom  and  four  hens),  and  two  young  Mam- 
moth Bronze  (one  tom  and  one  hen). 

After  writing  several  threatening  letters, 
I  got,  in  the  month  of  February,  1896,  three 
young  "White  Holland  hens  and  a  tom,  and  one 
young  Bronze  tom  and  hen,  after  several 
such  tricks  as  writing  on  a  post  card,  "  Birds 
shipped  by  this  steamer,"  etc.,  and  "Birds 
not  yet  ready,"  etc. 

Thinking  the  amount  was  not  sufficient,  I 
dispatched  a  further  six  dollars  to  cover 
express  rates  or  freight  to  Jamaica.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  birds  I  got  a  post  card  slating 
that  there  was  a  balance  in  my  favor.  Yet 
this  firm  had  not  even  the  decency  to  prepay 
freight  to  New  York — with  a  balance  of  my 
own  money  in  its  possession — and  up  to  today, 
in  spile  of  several  letters  and  post  cards,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  get  a  bill  for  the  birds 
sent,  or  the  balance  in  my  favor.  I  have 
repeatedly  written  to  get  a  dog,  or  anything 
else  for  it,  I  paying  the  dilTerence,  and  have 
not  been  able  to  sqeeze  an  answer  from  them. 

As  half  the  birds  were  for  a  friend,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  name  their  prioe  to  him. 
This  is  how  foreigners  are  treated  by  some 
people,  for  poultry ;  but  I  have  had  Imsiuess 
transactions  with  some  very  respectable  firms, 
in  which  my  orders  have  always  been  carefully 
and  promptly  attended  to. 

W.  Kamsay  Thomas. 

Glenfary,  Kingston  P.  O.,  Jamaica. 

[This  looks  like  a  just  complaint,  and  we 
regret  that  our  correspondent  did  not  give  us 
the  name  of  the  firm  in  Chester  county,  Ba., 
so  that  we  might  help  him  get  his  just  dues. 
Transactions  of  that  kind  are  a  slur  on  the 
poultry  business,  and  tend  to  hurt  all  honest 
fanciers.  It  should  be  the  aim  of  a  fancier  to 
please  all  his  customers,  and  above  all  we 
should  strive  to  make  foreigners  feel  that  an 
order  intrusted  to  breeders  in  the  United 
States  will  receive  prompt  and  proper  atten- 
tion.—Editok]  . 


WBITE  wyiDonES 


Legliorns  for  Eggs. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  been  breeding  the 
difi'erent  varieties  of  Leghorns  for  years,  but 
get  little  profit  from  them  except  in  eggs. 

Lisbon,  Me.  B.  F.  S. 


More  Cliampion  Leghorns. 

Mr.  Editor :  —  I  see  in  the  July  15th  Farm- 
BouLTRY  a  Brown  Leghorn  laying  ninety-six 
eggs  from  February  15th  to  June  15th.  I  have 
a  White  Leghorn  that  will  beat  that.  It  com- 
menced to  lay  December  17th,  and  up  to  July 
ISth  laid  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  eggs. 

I  bought  a  sitting  of  eggs  from  Mr.  Fogg,  of 
"Waltham.  Fourteen  of  the  eggs  1  placed 
under  a  "White  "Wyandotte,  and  she  hatched 
eleven  chicks.  I  killed  one  accidentally,  but 
have  ten  fine  chicks.  The  roosters  began 
crowing  when  they  were  six  weekg  old.  How 
is  that  for  crowing?  A.  B. 

Charlestown,  Mass. 


Stock  Kred  for  Layers. 

Mr.  Hunter- Dear  Sir:— I  thougut  perhaps 
you  would  be  interested  in  the  account  of  the 
stock  raised  from  the  eggs  you  send  out.  A 
year  ago  last  spring  you  sent  me  twenty-six 
P.  Bock  eggs.  I  let  a  friend  have  one  sitting, 
and  he  got  eleven  chicks  ;  I  got  nine.  He  had 
bad  luck,  and  only  raised  four  pullets.  They 
began  to  lay  last  October,  and  have  never  let 
up  since.  A  great  many  days  he  got  four 
eggs,  seldom  less  than  three ;  and  only  one  of 
the  pullets  has  ever  been  broody — that  one 
only  a  few  days  ago.  He  told  me  this  morn- 
ing he  would  willingly  give  five  dollars  if  he 
had  kept  au  exact  account,  and  knew  just  how 
many  eggs  the  pullets  have  laid. 

I  do  not  know  so  much  about  my  own,  as  I 
had  them  with  other  fowls.  I  think  them  the 
greatest  layers  I  ever  saw. 

Y^ours  very  truly,       L.  A.  Hodge. 

Cobleskill,  N.  Y.,  July  25, 1896. 


EXCLUSIVELY. 


■.iillK  III 


Onu  liuniirni  ami  fifty  ctioice  vcarliir/lin 
for  sail-;  price  f  nun  $1  toSotacli.  '..'riiirsi  c1ms>  i.n'cilin 
cuclis  at  $■>  lu  $10  cacli.       CHAS.  V,.  KVUKK, 
Yarmouthport,  Aluss. 


No.  9,  Price  S7.90. 


Gfeen  Bone  Cullers 


Warranted 

The  only  automatic 
feeding  niacliines 
on  the  market. 

Easy  riiiiniiifr,  stroD^f,  dxiraltlo,  fast  (_'uUcr.  "W'ar- 
raiilcii.  Rccu;iiii/,iiiii  llie  piiputar  (Icllianil  for  alow 
liriccii  niacliine,  \vc  liave  tliis  season  iilaccil  on  tlic 
iiiarkcl  a  No,  111  loi-  $6.75:  No.  9,  ?7.;iii;  N".  s.  S:i..'.ii,  in 
ailililion  to  our  No. 3  lor  $16.(XIl_No.  l,  SlS.i  n,  and  No. 
■J,  S-J6.UU. 

CAUTION. 

Investigate  before  purchasing  auy  iiiacliinc  a.hci  - 
tisotl  as  automatic  feeding,  as  we  w  arrant  ours  l  In- 
only  anionialic  feeding  niacliines  on  llie  mariicl.  A\  i- 
sell  aiiloni.il  ic  feeding  machines  excliiNi\ ely.  Si  ni, 
on  Irial.  Send  for  ealalowiie.  F.  ,( .  1<<  X  II E, 
Green  J'.oue  and  Vegetable  Culler  Co., 
IMilford,  Ma^s.,  U.  S.  A. 


IF  YOU 


Iiavc  f^<il  it  into  your  lu^ad  that 
a  uuod  crop  of  show  birds  and 
lico  can  lie  ixi'iit  on  Uic-  sann- 
place,  the  (iniclvcr  yon  get 
ac(iuaiiilc(l  \villi  l<ain!>crt"s 
Dcaili  lo  l,ice  llic  hcllci-  it  will 
be  for  \  iju.  PiTliaps  yon  lia\  c 
pnt  lois  of  tinie  aint  iimney 
into  chickens,  and  jmw  Inive  a 
f'f  th}i:,\i  Ji  om  wliich  yon  wonid 
lilvc  lo  sell  the  surplus. 
doubt  you 

WANT  TO  SHOW 

and  ,2:et  your  share  of  the  prizes  oUVred  at  the  fall 
fair<.  Tliis  \v(Hild  al?;o  find  custoiners,  yet  in 
t»rder  lo  nieel  ^^uccebs  llic  birds  ni'ist  iif*  in  tlie 
pinU  of  condition  ;  Uie  }ii>ik  is  lacli i iijr  wlici  e  lice 
alxiunil,  and  lice  a/inu/ni  wbei  e  ]H'lliin;jr  is  done  to 
]ircvent.  l.ainiierrs  Death  t«)  JJce  is  iusl.  the 
thiiiir  f<»rsh(>\v  birdis;  it  can  be  used  with  bafety 
anylinie.   The  birds  will  show  up  better 


AND  WIN 


all  tliat  bcloiiL^s  tfi  Ilicni  if  judged  properly.  Tills 
Death  I  o  l.ii-c  is  no  I  a  new  remedy.  It  is  cheaper 
than  oMii  r  insi-ct  inovdcrs.  M  l,  is  gnaraltleed  lo 
d.,  Ilie  \vorl(.  W  e  sell  ITi  hox  i'lc;  posl|iaiil 
4nc.;  -ISo/.  |il,gc.  .'.111-.;  Kll  o/..  pl-;jc.  $1.  delivered 
Io\->li|-  I II  c^s  (-oiniiam-  nearest  point  lo  Tm-, 
oi-  hv  iiiiciil  ni-arisl  Mm.  on  i-eccipl  of  price. 
Trial  .'i  o/..  box  Willi  IMclnre  liool,.  Inc.  jioslpaid. 


Box  ,SII(). 


D.  J.  LA31BKKT, 

Appoii:uig,  K.  I. 


THE  ROSS 


Greatly  Improved  and  simplified 
for  18%.  They  are  unequalled  for 
strenKth,  simplicity,  durability 
and  amount  and  excellence  of 
■work  done— more  sold  in  New 
England  than  all  otiier  makes. 

You  cannot  afford  to  buy  any  but 
tlie  best  and  that  is  the  Ross. 

We  are  the  New  England  Agents  and 
■will  mail  yon  free  on  application,  a 
treatise  on  "Silos  and  Knsilage."  48 
pages, also  the  •■lUustratedCatalogue 
of  Ross  Cutters,"   52  pages. 

We  quote  low  prices  for  cash  or  will 
sell  cutters  and  otlier  large  machi- 
nery on  easy  terms— monthly  pay- 
ments if  desired. 

Joseph  Breck  &  Sons, 

47  to  54  North  Market  St.,  Boston. 


NSILAGE 


AND  FODDER  CUTTERS 

WITH  OK  WXTMOCJT  CAKKIEKS. 


Everything  in  Wooden  Ware  as  w  ell  as 
"Evervthing  for  Farm,  Garden  and  Lawn." 
Lowest  I'riees.  Wholesale  and  Retail. 


When  Writing  or  Order-uig  p!case  J/ieitlion  Ihis  Paper. 


That  is  The  Place 

For  an  Advertisement  the  whole  year  around. 

Especially  is  it  valuable  to  those  advertisers  who  do  not  wish 
to  run  their  large  ads.  through  the  summer  months.  You  thus 
keep  your  name  before  our  readers  at  a  small  cost  to  you. 

In  time,  the  readers  of  Farm-Poultry  will  get  so  accus- 
tomed when  they  want  any  article,  to  turn  to  the  Buyers' 
Directory  page,  that  it  will  make  ads.  placed  therein  worth 
more  to  an  advertiser  than  several  times  the  amount  of  space 
used  in  large  display  ads.  As  to  cost:  suppose  you  have  a  two 
line  ad.  of  ditferent  breeds  under  six  separate  headings.  The 
space  used  will  be  twelve  lines,  and  for  one  insertion  will  cost 
3'ou  $3.00.  A  display  ad.  of  over  twice  that  space,  say  twenty- 
four  lines  one  time,  will  cost  you  $7.20,  and  it  would  be  placed 
among  other  displayed  ads.  in  the  paper. 

Which  will  do  you  the  most  good,  in  your  own  judgment.? 
If  3-ou  are  a  large  user  of  space  in  Farm-Poultry,  so  that  you 
get  the  bottom  rate  of  15  cents  per  line,  then  will  a  twenty  line 
displa}'  ad.  placed  among  the  other  display  ads.  produce  as 
much  for  you  as  six  two  line  ads.  under  as  many  difiercnt 
headings  in  the  choicely  placed  classihcd  ads.,  the  cost  being 
the  same.?    Most  certainly  not,  in  our  judgment. 

We  hope  to  be  favored  with  your  order  for  several  small 
ads.  in  the  Farm-Poultry  Buyers'  Directory. 

READ  CAREFULLY  the  conditions,  etc.,  in  the  heading 
to  the  Buyers'  Director}-,  in  this  issue.  Write  cop}-  lor  each 
heading  separately,  so  as  to  avoid  any  chance  for  errors  in  car- 
rying out  your  idea  when  you  order.  For  example,  if  you  wish 
to  advertise  three  breeds,  instead  of  using  a  seven  or  eight  line 
display  ad.,  divide  the  matter  into  three  two  line  ads.,  one  for 
each  breed,  to  be  put  under  proper  classification.  You  will 
thus  get  better  results  and  save  money.  Send  all  orders  and 
cash  to  us. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


KARNI-  POUL  l  K  V 


ao7 


Mr. 


Afur 
1  hfn. 


Olb«T 

r.. 


Kilitttr:— I  boui:bt  a  sittini;  of  Liicht 
1 1        toot  lliciu  M-vent\-lwo  miU>  by 
Jrv\e  iweiity-two  uiile»  on  a 
■h  ^liook  tbeni  up  in  duo  slyU-. 
-'inatioii  I  had  to  hunt  up 
one  I  Ji^oove^v^l  Iborv 
i^.-.  ^o  bavl  to  huut  up  auolbfr 
.  lu  one  of  luy  ueii:hl>ors.    1  put  eii;lit 
iiutler  one  ben  anj  !-e\eu  under  the 
,  with  tbe  following  n^ults:  ci.^lil  tine 
-  .>tte  e«;;  w bieb  euntainetl  a  full 
I  snuksheU  on  the  nest,  and  live 


M>  •  •en  is.  l>uy  youregss  from  a  reliable 
.!»  IV.  l  ay  a  devcnt  price  for  tliem.  and  don't 
~  ,  <  I  )(  tbey  do  not  turn  out  all  you 
I  \ ;  1 .  :.  vl.    The  fault  tu.  y  be  your  ow  n. 

Montreal.  Canada.  K. 


Dun't  Approve  of  .\rtiHelai  MethutlK. 
Mr.  Kditor:— I  told  you  wlien  I  sent  you 
luy  >ub>criptiun,  that  the  reuaou  I  ^ul>»oril>ed 
(ur  your  |>.i|K'r  wa:s  bcintuse  I  thought  your> 
wa-.  the  on)y  i«>ultry  pa|>er  I  ever  bad  read 
that  I  felt  was  edited  by  soiue  one  who  knew 
more,  ur  oould  tell  nie  anything  new,  about  a 
rfai<-ken.  1  watch  cIo>ely  tlie  ditferent  arli- 
rlr^i  ill  eat-h  i^ue,  and  the  diver>ity  of  opinion 
is  mniusius:  each  jiersou  ^ee■ns  to  have 
wure<l  dilTeretil  re:Uilt9  iu  treatiui;  the  same 
subject. 

Now.  Mr.  Eilitor,  I  have  a  "kick."  This 
>prjnLr  I  allowed  uiyself  to  be  induced  to  try 
ni>  li  iiid  at  artilicial  balcbing  and  raising 
cliii'keio,  and.  as  a  result  (I  won't  say  bow 
inncb  my  orii;inal  outlay  was)  I  found  myself 
with  three  hundred  and  fifty  incubator 
hatched  chickens,  all  properly  arranged  in  the 
best  and  latest  improved  brooders.  They 
were  iK-auties  for  about  three  days,  aud  then 
they  U-^au  dying — sometimes  two  aud  three 
per  day.  I  have  taken  from  the  brooders  as 
high  as  seventeen  per  day,  until  they  dwindled 
down  to  one  hundred  scrawny,  peaked,  meas- 
ler  lookiD;^  chickeus;  and  today,  at  three 
months  old,  they  are  no  lar^'er  than  quails. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  lieu  hatched  and  ^ui^cd 
chickeus  were  lan,'e  eiion!;h  forfr>in;;  some 
time  ago.  Dun't  say  it  is  the  breed  of  chick- 
en*, for  it  is  not.  They  were  Brow  n  Lci;- 
horns,  and  hardy  cnoui^h  to  stand  almost  any- 
thing. It  is  just  simply  the  fact  that  art  jtii-ially 
batched  chickens  lack  the  hardiness  that  the 
natural  (hen)  raised  cues  possess.  They  have 
not  the  constitution  to  stand  the  changes  in 
the  weather— and  a  wetting  in  a  shower  of 
rain  means  a  chill  aud  death. 

I  shall  use  none  of  my  incubator  chicks  for 
breedin;;  slock,  for  the  reaxm  that  they  arc 
too  tender  to  throw  good  hardy  ofi'spring. 
My  advii-e  to  any  one  who  has  any  notion  of 
trying  the  artiticial  means  of  rai>ing  chickens 
is,  "don't."  If  some  incubator  man  comes 
around  to  sell  a  machine,  give  him  his  dinner, 
treat  him  nicely,  and  when  he  is  throu<;h  take 
your  shot  gun  and  escort  him  to  the  front 
;ale.  There  admonish  him,  as  he  loves  his 
life  and  wishes  to  coutiuue  here,  to  leave,  and 
never  return. 

I  think  this  is  one  of  the  reasons  so  many 
amateur  poultrymeu  get  so  quickly  discour- 
aged with  the  business.  They  get  the  idea 
that  when  they  are  fitted  out  with  luachincry 
there  is  nothing  el.«e  to  do. 

Alas,  fund  hope!  If  you  can  tell  me  any- 
where, in  the  last  twenty-two  years  experi- 
ence, where  eternal  vigilance  wasn't  the  price 
of  eggs  and  chickens,  iny  memory  has  failed 
me.  It  is  work,  triork,  wokk.  without  ceas- 
ing. But  the  more  you  work  the  belter  the 
results. 

Whenever  I  read  of  a  woman  taking  care  of 
three  or  four  hniidred  hens,  besides  her  house- 
work. I  feel  that  one  of  the  two  has  been 
neglected.  I  find  it  takes  time  to  look  after 
and  attend  to  one  hiinilred  and  seventy-five 
head,  and  then  they  don't  always  get  the 
attention  they  need.  AVhen  you  take  a  flock 
of  that  size  and  sluily  them  close  enough  to 
Know  their  individual  traits,  you  have  not  the 
ti«ie  for  much  else.  They,  like  people,  are 
all  different,  and  need  difiTeieiit  treatment. 

But,  above  all  things,  if  you  want  good, 
clean,  healthy  i  hickens,  with  good  sound  con- 
stitutions to  builil  on,  do  not  let  any  one 
induce  you  to  indulge  in  the  hope  that  you  can 
secure  them  by  artificial  means.  Patronize 
the  old  and  reliable  hen.  W.  W.  H. 

Thornton,  Ind. 

[If  our  friend  and  well  wisher  will  conclude 
to  lay  aside  his  labors  for  about  a  month,  and 


tak«  a  trip  out  of  his  own  town,  we  think  he 
will  have  his  eyes  widely  opened.  He  will 
lind  that,  despite  his  poor  "luck,"  arlilicial 
iuculialiou  aud  brooding  is  a  grand  thing.  In 
his  tnivcls  he  will  have  to  visit  rennsylvania. 
New  York,  New  .Jersey,  Massachusetts,  and 
some  states  south,  to  see  thousands  of  rugged, 
lively  chicks  that  never  know  a  hen  mother. 
He  will  also  learn,  by  interviewing  these 
ditlcrent  men,  that  the  secret  of  his  trouble 
was  not  so  much  iu  the  machines,  the  slock, 
or  the  methods,  as  iu  the  imm  himself.  It  is 
amusing  to  note  the  positive  decision  our 
friend  has  come  to  after  one  season's  trial.  If 
be  will  make  up  his  mind  that  he  dues  not 
know  it  all,  aud  will  ouce  more  go  to  work, 
carefully  following  the  directions,  he  may 
have  betler  success. — Editok.] 


This  BretHler  Was  Dist-ourteous. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  wish  to  relate  my  experi- 
ence in  buying  eggs  for  hatching.  By  reading 
your  article  in  July  1st  FAUM-I'ofi.iKY,  I  see 
you  are  very  considerate  to  those  who  wish 
information. 

.•soinetiine  in  May  I  sent  an  order  for  n  sit- 
ting of  White  riymouth  Kock  eggs  to  a  parly 
in  Massachusetts,  asking  him  at  tlicsaine  lime 
to  describe  the  flock  from  which  the  eggs 
came,  as  he  h.id  no  circular. 

The  eggs  came,  but  no  description  of  the 
slock.  Wishing  very  much  to  know,  I  wrote 
him  again,  enclosing  stamp.  But,  as  before, 
received  no  answer.  Now  the  question  I 
want  decided  by  you,  is,  who  is  in  the  wrong!' 
Was  it  a  foolish  question?  Or,  was  he  too 
independent  for  his  own  good?  There  were 
4<>j  per  cent  of  the  eggs  fertile,  which  I  call 
very  low  for  May.  C.  G. 

East  Ueriuau,  N.  Y. 

[No  fancier  should  try  to  do  business  with- 
out either  using  a  circular,  or  enclosing  a 
description  of  the  stock.  It  is  no  crime  not  to 
furnish  a  description,  hut  it  Is  a  very  poor 
business  method,  too  much  on  the  "  penny 
wise  and  pound  foolish"  plan.  Our  corre- 
spondent did  not  ask  a  foolish  question  when 
he  Inquired  for  an  account  of  the  slock  by 
which  the  eggs  were  laid;  and  the  fancier  in 
question  was  certainly  discourteous  not  to 
reply  to  the  letters  after  postage  was  enclosed. 
Had  the  correspondent  made  the  request 
before  he  sent  the  money  for  the  eggs,  he 
would  have  got  it.  Whib  some  of  the  letters 
received  from  dissatisfied  bu>ers  are  tanta- 
lizing, we  believe  It  to  be  a  good  business 
rule  to  reply  to  all  correspondence;  many  a 
good  customer  is  lost  by  not  doing  so. — 
Editor.] 


A  Displeased  Buyer. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  There  has  been  quite  a  bit* 
said  lately  by  sellers  on  the  (|iJestion  of  selling 
eggs  and  poultry  for  breeding,  but  nothing  on 
the  side  of  the  buyer.  So  I  would  like  to  give 
a  litlle  experience  to  show  that  something 
may  be  said  on  the  other  side. 

Last  spring  I  bought  a  sitting  of  what  was 
claimed  to  be  the  A.  C.  Hawkins  strain  of 
Barred  I'lymouth  Rocks,  and  a  trio  of  what 
were  called  the  E.  B.  Thompson  strain  of  the 
same  breed.  I  bought  both  of  a  breeder  in 
this  state.  This  breeder  claimed  thai  both  the 
eggs  and  fowls  were  from  the  same  pens 
which  he  had  reserved  for  his  own  breeding. 

The  eggs  were  all  shapes,  sizes  and  colors, 
from  that  of  a  Leghorn  pullet  egg  to  one  from 
a  I'lyinoulh  Bock,  and  from  a  white  to  dark 
brown  ill  color.  From  fifteen  eggs  I  got  eight 
chicks,  of  which  five  lived.  So  much  for  the 
eggs , 

The  hens  I  bought  were  fair  for  weight,  but 
faulty  in  shape  —  their  shoulders,  especially, 
standing  up  so  as  to  leave  a  hollow  in  the  back, 
instead  of  rounding  over.  The  cock  was,  to 
my  mind,  worse.  I  complained,  but  was 
assured  that  he  was  all  right,  "as  he  (the 
breeder)  had  had  nine  years  experience,  and 
had  had  very  good  success  with  his  Barred 
Plymouth  Kocks,  taking  many  prizes,  and 
knew  just  what  ought  to  be." 

I  sent  a  description  of  the  cock,  with  sample 
feathers  from  different  parts  of  his  body,  to 
E.  B.  Thompson,  who  condemned  him  for 
breeding  purposes. 

So  I  am  not  only  out  my  money,  but  a  year's 
time.  I  would  have  bought  direct  from  Haw- 
kins and  Thompson,  only  I  could  not  spare 
enough  money  to  meet  their  prices. 

Somerville,  N.  J.  A.  H.  B. 


I'oullry  iu  »  City. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  rc:id  much  about  dilVeient 
men's  success  with  free  range  and  in  small 
yards,  and  would  like  to  tell  you,  lor  the  bene- 
fit of  your  many  readers,  of  niy  success  with 
a  few  hens  in  the  heart  of  a  large cily.  1  have 
a  |ieuof  four  Silver  Wyandottcs.  I  live  in  a 
I  wo  tenement  house,  can  only  have  half  of  the 
yard,  and  cannot  let  llic  fowls  range  lit  all.  1 
built  a  yard  4  x  12  fed  ;  have  fed  no  egg  fooil 
of  any  kind.  I  feed  whole  grain,  oals  being 
the  principal  food,  with  a  little  corn  at  night. 
For  green  food  :is  much  cabbage  ;is  they  will 
eat,  and  they  also  have  the  scraps  from  llic 
table.  Fresh  water  is  always  in  the  fountain, 
and  I  keep  the  small  house  and  yard  always 
clean  and  inviting. 

Below  I  give  you  my  egg  record  for  six 
mouths : 

■lanuary,  52  eggs. 

February,  .V> 

.March,  tSO 

.\pril,  77 

May,  bl 

June,  40  " 

A  total  of  three  humlred  and  lifly-live  eggs 
in  the  six  nuniths,  almost  ninety  per  licn.  In 
the  months  of  May  and  June  two  of  these 
hens  halched  and  reared  e;ich  a  brood  of 
chicks,  which  are  now  weaned,  and  at  this 
writing,  July  7lli,  Ihey  are  both  laying  again. 

You  will  see  that  these  birds  laid  when  eggs 
were  high,  and  hundreds  of  hens  were"  think- 
ing almul  la)  ing  "  in  the  spring.     A.  C.  A. 
Providence,  li.  I. 


A  Good  Showins:. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  en<:lo»e  you  my  ])oultry 
account  for  the  year  ending  March  Ist,"!)!)- 
my  first  year.  I  have  made  many  blunders, 
but  have  learned  a  great  «leal;  F.-P.  has  been 
a  great  help  to  me,  and  I  would  not  keep 
))oultry  without  il. 

Am  now  raising  my  second  hatch  of  chicks, 
and  have  had  good  luck  so  far;  have  now  on 
hand  and  doing  finely  fully  eighty-five  per  cent 
of  the  chicks  halched.  Am  satisfied  that  I  can 
make  a  good  living  with  hens,  and  expect  to 
equip  for  five  hundred  or  six  hundred  laying 
stock  in  the  near  future,  niy  aim  being  eggs 
and  poultry. 

The  account  Is  as  follows: 

KlCCKIl'V.S. 

Eggs  sold  for  hatching,  $57.00 
Eggs  sold  at  retail,  ys.OO 
Poultry  and  stock  sold,  100.00 
M:inure,  30.00 
41  hens  on  hand,  $1,  44.00 
2  cocks,  8.00 
23  chicks,  April  hatched,  12.00 

  $336.00 

ExrKXsKS. 
v.)    hens   and    pullets,  and 

rooster,  $15.25 
.50(1  eggs  for  hatching,  35.00 
Building  material,  67.28 
Interest,  15.00 
Feed,  etc.,  115.00 


Net  profit,  $,Sf<.47 
[You  fail  to  tell  us  how  many  hens  gave  you 
this  profit,  unless  it  is  the  uiMetecii  hens  and 
pullets  bought.  What  became  of  the  $.35 
worth  of  eggs  for  hatching  bought?  Y'ou 
ought  to  have  gotten  more  than  twenty-three 
chicks  from  them,  plus  the  $100  worth  of 
poultry  and  stock  sold.  It  is  a  good  showing, 
however,  which  can  pay  $67  lor  building 
materials,  and  then  have  $s,S.47  profit. — Ed.] 


I'iue  Tree  Farm. 

I).  A.  Mount,  Jamesburg,  N.  J.,  announces 
that  he  has  taken  possession  of  the  well  known 
Pine  Tree  Farm  of  that  place,  and  stocked  it 
with  White  Turkeys,  Pekin  DucUs,  Toulouse 
Geese,  Barred  Plymouth  liocks,  White  Ply- 
nidulli  Rocks,  While  Wyaiulottes,  Brown 
and  Hull'  Leghorns,  Black  Minoicas,  Light 
Brahmas,  Indian  Games  and  White  and  Pearl 
Guineas.  He  is  better  fitted  for  business  than 


Begin  Right. 

To  have  success  in  poultry  farming,  it  is 
necessary  to  start  right.  This  is  fully  taught 
you  in  the  two  books,  "  Prcfitable  Poultry 
Farming,"  and  "  A  Liviw^  From  Poultry.'" 
We  send  both  books  for  50  cents;  or  25  cents 
each.  They  are  written  by  Michael  K.  Boyer. 
Address,  I.  S.  Johnson  it  Co.,  22  Custom 
House  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


inValuablk  to 
ixx;,  I'oi  lyruv, 

AM>  Pl(;i-;OX  ISKKKDKKS. 

The  Modern  Disinfectant, 

OULPHO- 
u  NAPTHOL. 

Clean,  Wholesome, 

Kills  All  Smells. 

Tr\-  it  in  vour  Dog  Kennel,  in  \our 
Poultrv  and  Pigeon  House,  and  note  the 
result  in  the  looks  of  tlic  occup;inls.  It  is 
Highly  JiciOinmciidcd  \iy  all  who  li.i\e 
used  it.  Call  or  send  for  p.iniplilct 
doscribint;  its  various  uses. 


JOS3SPH  BR£CK  &  SONS 

AM) 

THE  SULPHO-NAPTHOL  CO., 

687  Washington  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
\^UU1  ^Ilt     on  POUL  I  RY. 

1  will  Uill  Hoc  oil  l.jn  fowls  in  a  slnv'li-  ui^lil.  Takes 
i>iil\'  ::ii  ii)iiiulc»  to  apply  il;  clicanusi  ol  all  lice 
killers. 

Iiiilnrs<>il  hy  jiractical  poultryiiicn;  Jgal.S-'ic.;  1  i?al. 
iiOc. ;  ■>  gals.  $2. 

THK  OHOKENK  CO., 
l!o.\  ili,  C'rotou  Falls,  N,  Y. 


AN  ADVERTISEMENT 

I  n  IIk-  I'onll  ry  'rribuiju  will  hi  iuK  V'U  i-ii.>ti>in(  rs. 

"(Hit  t>[  14u  iiuiiiiries  received  I'roiu  llie  four  papers 
1  useU,  feu  were  frdiii  ilie  Poultry  Tribune. 

11.  O.  SEAK8,  Jr.,  Gurdeu  rrairic.  111.'* 

You  Make  a  Mistake 

Ily  not  wsiiit;  spaee  in  tlic  Trlliuiie  if  y(Mi  are  lookiUK 
for  buyers.  Samples,  -atus,  le-stiuiunials,  etc., 
untiled  .-n  applieutiou. 

THK  I'OUT.TUY  TRIBUNE.  Frceport,  111. 

e  lireed  Ave  Kraud  breeds, 
Itarred  and  AVliite  PLYMOUTH  KOCKS, 
S.  C.  Brown  an<l  AVhit*>  I.KGHOKNS, 
ami  MLVKK  AVYANliOTTliS. 

1000  ClftCKS 


growing,  stock  for  sale. 


E.  C.  FOKTEK, 
Chadwicks,  N.  Y. 


HONK  MKAL,  SHKI^L,  GRIT.  CHAKC<»AI., 

lJ<»rK:  Culler.  Clover  Cutter,  Markers,  Caiioniziiig  Set,  ■ 
etc.   Seiui  for  circular. 

.1.  II.  SLACK.  Hlooiijsluirv.  N.  .J. 


GAME  15ANT.\1>IS, 

Bl^ACK  IS  K1>S. 

BKOWN  RED.S, 

UlICKWINGS, 
PYLES  ANI>  BIRCH  ENS. 
ITnexrellefl  in  style,  reacli,  color  and  liurdness  of 
feather.  Cociiin  Huntanis— Whiles,  linlls.  and  Jilacks 
of  tiie  true  <'oehiii  type.  Also  Boston  Terrier  Dogs 
of  bluest  bloc^d.   Stump  for  eireular. 

PEIRCE  BROS., 
L.  Bo.\  II..  1Vinchest«r.  N.  H. 

THIS  GUARANTEED 

SKLK  -  KKCiUliATlNG  INCUBATOR 

Is  now  used  hy  the  Uniled 
Stales  liovermneut.  and  will 
siin-I>  please  yon.  Tlu;  rush  is 
o\er,  and  our  snuinier  prii-es 
aiiMjii;  so  it  will  pay  you  to 
lui>  now,  e\en  for  future  use. 
Seiid  -le.  f(»r  No.  ft  <'al:iIojrne 
aud  treatise,  BirCKEYE 
INCUBATOR  CO.,  Spring- 
field, Oliio. 


A.  P.  AI.I.EN, 
Meadville,  Pa. 


POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

ISoiie,  shell,  (n>ii  1 1  l  y  powders,  and  all  other  necessary 
arlieles  for  poultry,  at  lowest  prices, 

WhaTOo 
Physicians  Say 

Of  Parsons'  Pills  ? 


"BestLiverPillMade' 


Po.Qitlvelv  cure  BILIOUSNKSS  nnd  SK'K  UF.^I>.\CnE. 
Liver  and  Bowel  Complaints.  Tfn-v  expel  all  iinpuriticd 
from  tlie  blood.  Delieate  women  liiid  jrreat  t>enctU  from 
usinffthem.  Price 'iSets.  five  Sl.rtO.  Kullnarticiilars  fr»-e, 
JOHNSON  .t  CO..  iTJCustoia  liouse  St.,  Poslun,  Mass, 


P 

f  "I 


^ILLS. 

Best  Liver  Pill  Made." 

PcsitiTel.r  eure  BIUOL'SNKSS  and  SICK  HK.\DACHE 
exiH-l  nil  impurities  from  the  l>lood.  Price'25els  AveSl.uO 
l-'ull  particulars  five.  I.  S.  J  OU.'VSUN  £  CO.,  UostOD,  Uaw. 


3  OS 


K  A  R]V[=  POULTRY 


August  15 


Fowl  Hits. 


I'KOOKESS  IN  THK 
The  I>nc>k.— **  At  last,  sii'ls,-l>«^s'e  it  is,  the  new 


CHICKKN-YAKD. 

woman —])looiner8  and  ¥ill."—ffarper^s  Bazaar. 


The  Fatal  Duck. 

I  went  III  diiu"  lli:'  utla^r  fl:ij' 

M'ilh  my  niol iKT-in-lau  eltct, 
And        tlicn  i.y  luy  fi:iiii-e, 

So  my  fulilif  lji.|M'^  arc  "TcckKl. 
We'd  rraclii'il  tltr  rua^l.  w  liuii  wot- is  me 

(£  iii-vci- .li.i  lia\.-lMi-kI) 
The  li. a^k.  .1  nil'  jili  asantly 

It  I  ucLihl  rai'vc  tlie  clufk. 


Willi  (Mr 

I  lia  irnril 

And  little  ih 
Could  maki 

Nor  did  I  dn 
Like  any  ^< 


r  hi.rn  of  youth 
.■un.iily, 

,^lit  thai  fowl  forsooth 

I  forluiiL-  tl>'. 

II  so  small  a  bird 
:  could  l.u.-k ; 


But  I  trained  some  ]-ioiiils  ]  had  not  heard 
Tlie  day  I  carved  the  duck. 

I  drove  the  fork  u]^  to  the  hilt 

Within  its  liosoni  bnnviied, 
And  son;;ht  to  sec  llOw  it  was  built, 

Bui  nol  a  joinl  I  found. 
1  sawed  it  licrr  .-iiid  jabbed  it  there, 

Wil  h  pcrliiia. ■lolls  |ibirk  ; 
O,  deep  was  ni\  desire  lo  swear 

Tile  day  I  carved  Ihc  duck. 

A  cold  dew  jiearlcd  nij-  forehead  fair 

As  I  chased  it  round  the  plate; 
It  could  not,  built  on  wheels,  I  swear, 

Have  struck  a  livelier  ^'ait. 
Thelalile  was  a  saddening'  siglit, 

A*  it  hy  lightning  struck, 
You'd  ne'er  lia\  e  dreamed  tlic  cloth  was  wliite 

The  day  I  carved  llie  duck. 

The  liostess  cast  a  gorgon  glance. 

Rose  wore  agluistly  smile, 
As  sprinting  round  that  bird  clid  dance 

In  most  Satanic  style. 
I  pinned  it  down — it  upward  soared 

And  to  iny  hosoin  stuck; 
There  were  iiallid  checks  -iround  that  hoard 

Tlie  day  I  carved  the  duck. 

Then,  seized  with  rage  I  could  not  still 

Anil  bate  I  i-ould  not  hold. 
From  me  1  hurled  that  bird  of  ill, 

AVith  fury  uncontrolled. 
Then  fi'om  that  scene  1  lied  away 

Like  one*  ^^■llo  runs  amuck  ; 
And  I've  ne^  lu-  seen  my  fiance 

Since  tlie  day  I  carved  the  duck. 

— E.  C  riEi^sox.  in  7'irenlieth  Century. 


A  Horse  and  Hen  Fight, 

A  Dexter  man  claims  lo  have  seen  a  battle 
between  a  horse  and  a  hen,  recently.  Jlore 
oddly  matched  contestants  can  scarcely  be 
thought  of.  Into  a  neighbor's  orchard,  where 
a  horse  was  teeding,  an  old  hen  led  her  flock 
of  chicks.  Just  what  began  the  fuss  the  man 
did  not  see,  but  probably  the  chicks  made 
themselves  too  familiar  with  the  horse's  feet. 
The  horse  began  kicking  at  the  old  hen  with 
all  his  might,  and  with  the  prospect  that  if  he 
could  only  hit  her  once  jioultry  would  take  a 
sudden  rise  in  her  vicinity.  The  pluck  of  the 
hen  was  something  wonderful.  The  chicks 
scudded  out  of  the  way,  but  the  mother  flufl'ed 
out  her  feathers,  ran  her  neck  out  straight 
before  her  and  dtirted  for  the  horse's  heels 
wlienever  they  struck  the  ground,  .She  pecked 
viciously  iit  them,  but  the  odds  were  tigaiiist 
her,  as  the  heels  were  pretty  sure  to  be  mi.ssing 
by  the  time  she  got  a  blow  well  aimed.  The 
horse  Uibored  under  the  same  difficulty.  He 
would  look  liack  for  the  hen,  and  take  aim  at 
her,  and  she  would  change  base  before  the 
cyclone  struck.  For  much  fuss  and  elTort  and 
little  effect,  the  battle  furnished  a  unique  spec- 
tacle. I5oth  sides  quieted  down  after  ;i  time, 
aud  the  old  hen  marclied  off  with  her  chicks, 
clucking  vociferously,  which  was  doubtless 
her  way  of  impressing  them  with  the  fact  that 
i=he  wasn't  afraid  of  the  horse, — JJam/or  JVfirs, 


BL'K  LANGSHANS 

At  :\Iaclison  s.|u.are  Garden,  N.  Y.,  my  r.Le-k  1,:iiil-- 
shaiis  w  on  the  granil  special  prize  silver  cii[.,  \aliie 
Slliu.  r.o' besl  xhibil  ill  1S!I4,  Isti:,,  and  Isiic.  Auaivls 
IStti;:  l-t  ,-.,ck.  l.-l  Old  I'd  c'k'ls,  Isl.  ;;d  and  .Mb  |.iille|s, 
2d  and  :;d  bens.  Nl.  tlliaiid  .'.t  b  lu  eediie:  ^  .-inK.  Il.ir- 
gailis  111  elleice  bree.lel-s.  Write,  ;iliil  elicb.se  stami) 
for  illustrated  cir.-ubir. 
Dr.  F.M.  KOKIN.SON,  Bo.x  13.  Pawling,  N.  Y. 


WANTED 

*  *      I  inhtninn  I  inp 


EVERYBODY 

TO  BUY  OUR 

Lightning  Lice  Killing  Machines 

t  p.t  the  following  Greatly  Reduced  Prices:! 

>  No.  1  and  2.  $2.50  each;  No.  3,  $  y  (X>;     lb.  of  powder  < 
)  to  go  with  each  machine.    If  you  don't  feel  able  to  i 
,  buythe  machine,  you  can  at  least  try  lib,  of  our] 
Liehtnine  Lice  Killinc  Powder  for  65  CentSj  ! 
Postage  Free.  Our  object  is  to  have  yon  try  our  J 
'  powder   in   comiiarison  with  others.   We  aim  at  ^ 
QUALITY  not  quantity.    Circulars  sent  C-'REE. 
C.  &  p.  SCHILD,  IONIA,  MICH. 


NIAGARA  FARM 

Has  good  stock  for  sale  cheap.  3  fine  pens  ('.  I. 
Games.  .-Ill  S.  C.  It.  Lciiliorns,  ;)n  Ji.  C.  B.  Leghorns, 
trio  W.  ( 'iiiiia  ircesi'.  a  lar^^-  number  Imperiaf  rckiii 
diirk-.  V..1I11L'  ..r  ..Id.  so.ck  are  all  vcarllngs,  ami 
niu-t  be  ,~..M.    i'rices  SI  up. 

■\V,  K.  CUETISS  &  CO., 
 Kansomville,  Niagara  <'o.,  ]N'.  Y. 

Our  Book  List. 


Farra-roultry  Doctor,  (Sauhorn), 

ProlilabI,'  I'l.ull  1  y  Farming.  (lioyer), 

A       ill-'  In. IN  l'..iiiii  y,(Boyer) 

Mom  y  in  ll.'j.s.  (l;,.yer), 

Gillierl's  l*igeon  Ivi-'cliiug, 

IVIamuil  of  1  uciiiiation. 

How  to  Destro}-  Insects, 

Artof  Propa.L'atiou, 

Our  I'oultry  Doctor,  (Field), 

All.Mii.ui  Jlroilers,  (ISoyer), 

Croley's  Egg  Iiccord, 

Ho\^■  1i>  (_'a]if.iiize, 

Anii  ricau  Staiidanl  <if  Perfection, 


50  cents 
•25 

25  " 
25  '• 

50 
25 
30 
30 


10 
25 
1.00 


"We  will  send  any  of  the  above  books  by 
mail  post  paid  at  the  price  set  against  each. 

X.  B.  1st.  When  two  or  more  are  ordered 
atone  time,  we  will  allow  a  discount  of  10 
per  cent  from  the  combined  price  of  all. 

2d.  For  extunple,  American  Standard,  §1. 
Farm-ronltry  Doctor,  50c.,  both  ^1.60,  less 
10  per  cent,  or  $1.35,  the  amount  to  send  us. 

3d.  Farm-Poultry  and  any  two  of  above 
books  we  tillow  20  per  cent  on  all,  i.  e.,  Farm- 
Poultry  one  year  §1,  Farm-Poultry  Doctor, 
50c. ,  Profitable  Poultry  Farming,  25c.;  for 
all,  5>1."5,  less  20  per  cent,  $1.40— amount  to 
send  us  for  the  three. 

Send  all  orders  and  remittances  to  ns. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 

22  Custom  House  Street,  Boston,  3Iass. 


BLACK     AND  WHITE. 

E^r;Isand  stock  for  sale.   Yards  contain  birds  bred 
from  imported  stock;  also  the  lirst  iiri/e  cock  at  New 
York.                                J.  W.  BOUI), 
 Turin,  N.  Y. 

IN  THE  HEART  OF  THE  WEST 

M^ostern  Poultry  News,  20  large  pages  inonthly,  ilhis- 
traled.  p;stal)lished  ISflo.  Old.  ri'liable,  progressive 
and  i)..iuil;ir.  ■".dcents  jicr \ear :  L'r.cents  forsi.x  months, 
yaniitl. ■■■'.!. \-  Ir.'i-,    lievoied  ex(dusiv<'ly  to  the  Jioiil- 

tr>-  it..iii-l  r\  1  r        b. .1  b  standpoints  of  "  practical  "  an  I 

^' faii.o  .  ■  A-.  i.ls  wanted,  liberal  cash  commissions 
paid,  '/o  ;■//,.'/■.  we  oiler  a  medium  that  cov^■rs  the 
whole  west.  <  ir.  i!  1  at  ion  jiosil  ive.  and  not  st-cured  by 
sain]ile  cojiv  .li^t  ribul  ion.  .Samijle  copy  and  rates 
on  apiilication.  Address 

WE.STEKN  POULTBT  NEWS,  Lincoln,  XpJ). 


AP.MSTE0S8  &  McKELVT 

PiLlslnirgii. 
BEYMER-BAtnyjAN 

ritlsburgh. 
DA'SIS-CHAMBERS 

Pittsburgh. 

FAHNESTOCK 

Pittsburgh. 

ANCHOR  1 

>  Cmcmnati. 
ECKSTEIN  > 

ATLANTIC 

BKADLEr 

BROOKLYN 

JEWETT 

ULSTER 

tTNION 

SOUTHERN  I 

SHIPMAN  > 

COLLIER  ] 

MISSOURI 

RED  SEAL 

SOUTHERN 

JOHN  T.  LEWIS  &  BROS.OO 

I'bllu.lell.f.ia. 


.aORLET 
SALEM 
CORNELL 
KEHTUCEy 


Clevi-laud. 
Saleui,  Mass. 
Buffalo. 
Louisville. 


IF  YOU  DON'T  KNOW,  ask  the  prac- 
tical, responsible  painter  —  ask  anyone 
■whose  business  it  is  to  kno^w  —  and  he 
■will  tell  you  to  use  Pure  White  Lead  and 
Pure  Linseed  Oil.   They  make  the  best  and 
most  durable  paint.   To  be  sure  of  getting 

PureTV^hite  Lead 

examine  the  brand  (see  list  genuine  brands). 
For  colors  use  the  National  Lead  Co.'s 
Pure  White  Lead  Tinting  Colors.  No  trouble 
to  make  or  match  a  shade. 

Paniphlct  giving-  valuable  information  and  card  showiniEr  sampler 
of  coli,rs  free;  also  cards  showing  pictures  of  twelve  houses  of  diffcrcnc 
designs  painted  in  various  styles  or  combinations  of  shades  forwarded 
upon  application  to  those  intending  to  paint. 

NATIONAL  LEAD  CO., 

1  Broadway,  New  'Vork. 


For  Fanciers  and  Everybody. 

'  Isl  class  stock  and  worU.  Prices  bl\^'.  <  'ills  f  urn isbed  ;iud  ;il  I  work 
I  '  d  tree.  Saliipli's  ami  prices  m.iiU-il  for  stamp,  if  Mui  mention 
iii.t  name  variet  ii's  vi.ii  bia'cil.  .N  o  .■imateu r  work.  Kslal.li-licd  40 
nil  note  Ilea. is  aii.l  llin  envelopes  printed  ami  sent  |i. .si  i ...l. I  b .r  ..iily 
KErORTKH  1>RIMT1NG  H()USE,  Wellsvilie,  N.  V, 


0 


INCUBATORS 


WE  WARRANT 


To 


THE  RELIABLE^ 
— — — —  ^ 

0 


afcli  So  per  cent  of  the  fresh  and  fertile  eegs.    Hundreds  of  recent 
_-.     ti  .1  iiiH.iiials!    Have  this  year  ( i8g6)  issued  our  illeventh  .Annual 
I'oiillry  Guide  and  Combined  Catalogue  in  one  valuable  hook. 

PROFITS  IN  POULTRY! 


Tliis  i4S-page.  liilly  illustrated  Poultry  Guide  tells  you  about  prohts  in  ^ 
poultry     about  hatching  eggs  with  machines;    about  broodii^g  chicks  ^ 
_  w  ithoiit  hens.   We  have  for  sale  sixteen  popular  kinds  of  thoroughbred  ^ 

<^  fowls;  also  full  line  of  I'oultry  Supplies — anything  roit  want.  Price  .  f  Guide,  lO  cents  iu^ 
^  statnps-worih  one  dollar.  .\ddress,  RELIABLE  INCUBATOR  AND  BROODER  CO.,  Qiiincy.  III.  ^ 

FALL  WINNERS  now 

Light  Braliinas, 

Slack  Langslians, 

Plymouth  Rocks, 

Tbat  arc  l^lymoutli  Eocks— True  Blue. 

White  Wyandottes, 

Sexj-d.  Sta-mp  for  CircTxlar. 

I.  K.  FELCH  &  SON, 

Safe,  Soothing,  Satisfying 

It  positively  cures  croup,  colds,  coughs,  colic,  sore  lungs,  kidney  troubles, 
lame  back,  chaps,  chilblains,  earache,  headache,  toothache,  cuts,  bites,  burns, 
bruises,  strains,  sprains,  stiff  joints,  sore  muscles,  stings,  cramps  amd  pains. 


It  is  the  best. 
It  is  the  oldest. 
It  is  the  original. 
It  is  unlike  any  other. 
It  is  superior  to  all  others. 
It  is  the  great  vital  and  muscle  nervine. 
It  is  for  internal  as  much  as  external  use. 
It  is  used  and  fully  endorsed  by  all  athletes. 
It  is  a  soothing,  healing,  penetrating  Anodyne. 
It  is  what  every  mother  should  have  in  the  house. 
It  is  loved  by  suffering  children  when  dropped  on  sugar. 
It  is  used  and  recommended  by  many  physicians  everywhere. 
It  is  the  Universal  Household  Remedy  from  infancy  to  old  age. 
It  is  safe  to  trust  that  which  has  satisfied  generation  after  generation. 
It  is  made  from  the  favorite  prescription  of  a  good  old  family  physician. 
It  is  marvellous  how  many  ailments  it  will  quickly  relieve,  heal  and  cure. 

The  Doctor's  Signature  and  directions  are  on  every  bottle. 

If  you  can't  get  it  send  to  us.    Price  35  cents;  six  $2.00.  Sold  by  Druggists.    Pamphlet  free. 

I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass.,  Sole  Proprietors. 


^^^^^ 


HATCH  CHICKENS 


a  LoMJt&i  Priced 
i-clats 
Satcher  made. 


WITH  THB  UOOBL 

EXCELSIOR 

INCUBATOR. 

Simple,  Perfect,  Self-rcgulating. 
i  riiousaoila  iu  succenslul  opcr- 
atiou.  Guaranteeii  to  liatcli  a 
largi;r  perceutage  of  leriile  eggs, 
k'da  ci3t>l,  tbau  aay  other  Hatcti< 


Miist  odicii-nt  small  iticuhator  e 
iuvejKvi!.    Perfect  in  every  detnil. 
Just  the  thing  for  poultry  raising 
on  a  duial!  scale.  28  egg  capacity.  Cataii^i 


CEO-  H=  STiaHI=9  Patentee  aud  Sole  MapafacmrerB.  114  tO  122  S.  SIXth  St.^  QUIWCY,  ILL, 


